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Soldier  killed  in  clash  with  Hizbullah 


gunman  slain 


GOLANI  Brigade  soldier  Siaffi- 
Sgt.  Yair.Tzafrir,  19,  was  killed  in 
a  clash  with  Hizbullah  gunmen 
north  of  the  security  zone  yester¬ 
day  afternoon.  At  least  one  of  the 
gunmen  was  killed  and  another 
wounded. 

The  clash  occurred  while  Tza- 
frir’s  unit  was  on  an  initiated  op¬ 
eration  near  Yatar,  one  of  Hiz¬ 
bullah’s  main  strongholds  in 
south  Lebanon. 

The  IDF  Spokesman  said  the 
troops  attacked  a  Hizbullah 
squad,  hitting  several  of  them  be¬ 
fore  the  soldiers  returned  to  theft 


bases. 

One  news  agency  report  said  as 
many  as  three  gunmen  were 
killed  in  the  dash  and  subsequent 
anilleiy  exchanges,  although  re¬ 
ports  from  the  region  said  one 
was  killed  and  another  wounded. 

Tzafircr,  from  Kibbutz  Gvat  in 
the  Jezreel  Valley  area,  was  ap¬ 
parently  hit  in  the  neck  during  the 
gunfight  and  died  despite  efforts 
to  save  him. 

He  is  to  be  buried  today  at  3 
pan.  at  the  kibbutz  cemetery. 

Reports  from  Lebanon  said 
IAF  helicopter  gunships  strafed 


terrorist  positions  around  Yatar 
and  nearby  Kafra  and  dropped 
smoke  bombs  to  cover  the  sol¬ 
diers'  pullback. 

IDF  and  South  Lebanese 
Army  gunners  also  blasted  sus¬ 
pected  targets  north  of  the  zone 
during  and  after  the  gunfight, 
sparking  more  prolonged  artillery 
exchanges. 

Hizbullah  gunners,  apparently 
supported  by  Amal  forces,  fired  a 
sah/o  of  Katyusha  rockets  at  IDF 
and  SLA  positions  in  the  Beil 
Leif  region,  inside  the  zone. 

Reports  from  Lebanon  said 


DAVID  RUDGE 

several  rockets  fell  on  Beit  Leif 
itself  and  a  five-year-old  boy  was 
wounded.  He  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  in  nearby  Bint  J’bail  for 
treatment. 

Hizbullah  claimed  it  had 
thwarted  an  attempt  by  IDF 
troops  to  plant  roadside  bombs 
and  mines  along  the  road  leading 
to  Yatar,  adding  its  men  had 
spotted  the  IDF  troops  and 
opened  fire  at  them. 

The  Yatar  area  has  been  a  hot¬ 
bed  of  terrorist  activities  in  the 


past,  and  has  been  used  in  the 
past  as  launching  pads  for  attacks 
on  IDF  and  SLA  targets  in  the 
zone.  The  Golani  Brigade  opera¬ 
tion  marks  at  least  the  second 
time  in  the  past  few  weeks  that 
IDF  troops  have  operated  north 
of  the  security  zone. 

Golani  troops  were  also  in¬ 
volved  in  the  previous  incident 
when  a  unit  from  the  brigade  am¬ 
bushed  a  Hizbullah  patrol  near 
Shakra,  in  the  eastern  sector,  ear¬ 
lier  this  month. 

A  number  of  gunmen  were  said 
to  have  been  killed  or  wounded 


on  thai  occasion,  although  there 
were  no  casualties  among  the  Go¬ 
lani  soldiers. 

According  to  military  sources, 
the  IDF  is  carrying  out  numerous 
initiated  operations  inside  and 
north  of  the  zone  to  thwart  ter¬ 
rorist  attacks. 

Such  operations  are  in  keeping 
with  the  military  philosophy  and 
tactics  of  OC  Northern  Com¬ 
mand  Maj.-Gen.  Amiram  Le¬ 
vine.  who  wants  to  confront  the 
enemy  as  near  to  his  lines  as  pos¬ 
sible  rather  than  inside  the  zone 
or  near  the  northern  border. 


Levine  has  also  made  it  clear 
on  several  occasions  that  he  fa¬ 
vors  initialed  operations  to  keep 
the  enemy  guessing. 

Palestinian  rejectionist  groups, 
especially  that  of  Ahmed  Jibril, 
as  well  as  Hizbullah  have  suffered 
relatively  heavy  casualties  in 
clashes  with  the  IDF  recently.  At 
least  16  gunmen  are  known  to 
have  been  killed  in  the  past  few 
weeks,  although  the  total  number 
of  casualties  is  believed  to  be 
much  higher. 

Shabak:  Increased  attacks  in  zone 
Page  2 


Lt  Oran  Edri  at  the  courtroom  yesterday  with  his  wife  Braria  and  attorney  lion  Amir.  (Hanocfa  Grizetsky /Israel  Sun) 


Edri  acquitted  of  training 
right-wingers,  freed  from  jail 


ALON  PINKAS  and  HERB  KEINON 


LT.  OREN  Edri  was  acquitted 
yesterday  of  charges  he  trained 
right-wing  activists  in  weapons 
knowing  they  were  organizing  an 
underground,  but  convicted  of 
taking  IDF  explosives  without 
authorization. 

The  conviction  by  the  Jaffa 
Milhaiy  Court  was  termed  “tech¬ 
nical”  by  the  judges  and  Edri  was 
freed  last  night. 

Edri ’s  acquittal  on  the  most  im¬ 
portant  charges  was  seen  as  a  hu¬ 
miliating  slap  on  the  wrist  for  the 
General  Security  Service,  which 
had  singled  him  out  several 
months  ago  as  a  central  organizer 
of  a  Jewish  terrorist  underground 
in  the  making. 

A  senior  security  source  said 
yesterday  that  such  an  under¬ 
ground  was  indeed  developing, 
but  was  foiled  by  the  GSS. 

“We  may  have  got  the  wrong 
guy,  and  that  is  very  unfortunate 
and  alarming,  bat  this  does  not 
mean  the  underground  cells  did 
not  exist,”  the  source  said. 

The  three-judge  tribunal,  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  Col.  Mordechai 
Peled,  determined  that  Edri,  23, 
a  Nahal  officer,  did  not  train 
Elyashiv  Keller  in  the  military 


use  of  explosives,  nor  did  he  relay 
classified  information  on  military 
installations  to  Ido  Elba. 

Edri  was  also  found  not  guilty 
of  the  charge  of  behavior  unbe¬ 
coming  an  officer. ' 

The  judges  did  not  accept  the 
defense's  argument  that  state¬ 
ments  were  extracted  from  Edri 
by  force,  nor  that  his  harsh  im¬ 
prisonment  conditions  or  extraor¬ 
dinary  interrogation  methods 
caused  him  to  give  untrue  state¬ 
ments.  However,  the  court  criti¬ 
cized  the  GSS  for  both  the  inter¬ 
rogation  and  the  conditions  in 
which  Edri  was  kept  throughout 
the  investigation  and  until  his 
trial 

"The  court  cannot  understand 
the  need  to  place  a  sack  over  his 
head  ...  nor  the  presence  of  rats 
in  his  cell”  wrote  Peled.  Die 
GSS,  he  added  in  the  45-page 
decision,  “should  not  pursue  in¬ 
terrogations  at  the  expense  of  in¬ 
dividual  rights.” 

Edri  was  convicted  of  taking  a 
brick  of  plastic  explosive  and  a 
detonator  from  an  army  depot 
and  giving  it  to  Ya’acov  Ben-Da- 


vid.  The  judges  said  the  offense 
was  “technical”  rather  than  crim¬ 
inal,  and  Peled  noted  “there  was 
no  proven  intent  to  use  them  in  a 
criminal  manner.” 

Edri  was  sentenced  to  seven 
months’  imprisonment,  but  was 
ordered  released  after  the  court 
took  into  account  his  five  months' 
detention  before  trial  and  good 
behavior. 

Jubilant  family  members  and 
friends  celebrated  in  the  court¬ 
room,  while  Zion  Amir,  Edri’s 
attorney,  called  it  “an  excellent 
result.” 

Settlement  leaders  in  Kiryat 
Arba  reacted  to  the  verdict  with 
satisfaction  and  relief,  but  said 
the  whole  episode  cast  doubts  on 
the  authorities. 

“The  Oren  Edri  case  is  the  se¬ 
verest  indictment  possible  against 
the  Rabin  government,”  said  Kir¬ 
yat  Arba  lawyer  and  activist 
Elyaldm  Ha’etznl  “This  will  go 
down  as  the  clearest  sign  that 
something  is  rotten  within  the 
government  and  that  it  has 
seeped  into  the  GSS,  the  police, 
the  State  Attorney’s  Office,  and 


the  IDF  Judge  Advocate-Gener¬ 
al,”  he  said. 

Ha’elzni  said  Kiryat  Arba  resi¬ 
dents  do  not  feel  vindicated  by 
the  verdict,  because  they  never 
felt  guilty  in  the  fust  place.  “It  is 
a  feeling  of  satisfaction,”  he  said. 
“We  have  known  the  truth  all 
along.  Most  of  all  it  is  a  feeling  of 
relief  that  an  innocent  man,  for 
whom  the  IDF  was  his  whole  life, 
has  not  been  sent  to  jail.” 

Bella  Gonen,  a  member  of  the 
Kiryat  Arba  local  council,  said 
that  along  with  the  “tremendous 
feeling  of  relief,”  she  is  left  with  a 
bitter  taste  regarding  the  grief 
and  distress  caused  Edri  and  “in¬ 
tense  anger  toward  a  government 
that  is  persecuting  us.” 

Meanwhile,  National  Religious 
Party  head  Zevulun  Hammer 
sent  a  letter  to  Prime  Minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin  calling  for  an  in¬ 
vestigation  into  how  “empty  ac¬ 
cusations”  were  pinned  on  Edri, 
and  advised  that  the  prime  minis¬ 
ter  look  into  whether  GSS  agents 
involved  in  the  case  were  “influ¬ 
enced  by  left-wing  elements.” 

Last  night,  a  party  for  Edri  was 
held  in  his  new  home  at  Beit  El. 


No  breakthrough 
expected  on  NFT 

DAVID  MAKOVSKY 
and  news  agencies 

EGYPTIAN  President  Hosni 
Mubarak  is  expected  lo  ask  Israel 
to  lift  the  closure  on  the  territo¬ 
ries  and  resume  talks  with  the 
Palestinians  when  he  meetings  to¬ 
day  in  Cairo  with  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  Shimon  Peres. 

However,  both  Egyptian  For¬ 
eign  Minister  Amr  Moussa  and 
Peres  stood  firm  yesterday  on 
their  positions  regarding  the  Nu¬ 
clear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty. 

Moussa  yesterday  outlined 
Mubarak’s  plans  for  the  meeting, 
which  will  focus  on  the  peace 
talks  and  the  dispute  between  the 
two  countries  over  signing  the 
NPT.  (Continued  on  Page  2) 


Ben-Eliezer:  Most  Israelis  don’t 
support  continuation  of  peace  process 


HILLEL  KUTTLER 
WASHINGTON 


draw  now  from  the  West  Bank 


MOST  Israelis  do  not  support  the 
continuation  of  the  peace  process 
and  we  can’t  move  one  inch  for¬ 
ward  when  the  level  of  personal 
security  has  dropped  to  zero. 
Housing  Minister  Binyamin  Ben- 
Eliezer  said  here  yesterday. 

Negotiations  with  the  Palestin¬ 
ians  should  be  halted  as  long  as 
the  PLO  does  not  rein  in  anti- 
Israel  terrorism,  Ben-Eliezer  told 
Israeli  journalists  yesterday. 


Ben-Eliezer  later  told  a  forum 
at  the  Washington  Institute  for 
Near  East  Policy  that  while  he 
wants  the  peace  process  to  con¬ 
tinue,  “not  a  single  clause  of  the 
security  component  has  been  ful¬ 
filled  by  the  Palestinians.” 

“As  long  as  it  is  so,  I  don't  feel 
there  is  any  possibility  to  sit  now 
and  to  continue  to  talk.  I  say  also 
that  this  can  be  controlled  by  [PA 
Chairman  Yasser]  Arafat" 

The  entire  peace  process  will 
collapse  '‘unless  Arafat  will  take 
charge,”  Ben-Eliezer  said,  add¬ 
ring  dial  “to  go  on  now  and  with- 


would  amount  to  totally  forsak¬ 
ing  the  135,000  Israelis  there.” 

Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
reacted  last  night  in  Tel  Aviv  to 
Ben-Eliezer ’s  remarks  by  telling 
Channel  One,  “Sometimes  a 
minister  will  speak  nonsense.  It’s 
too  bad,” 

Ben-Eliezer  also  told  die  insti¬ 
tute’s  audience  that  as  far  as  talks 
with  Syria  were  concerned,  Jeru¬ 
salem  will  “naturally  be  prepared 
to  recognize  fall  Syrian  sover¬ 
eignty”  over  Ml  Hermon  as  part 
of  a  Golan  withdrawal. 

But  he  said  it  would  be  condi¬ 
tioned  on  Israel’s  maintaining  an 
early-warning  station  there. 

Talks  with  Syria,  Page  2 


TASE  soars 
7.7  percent 


Busy  brokers  place  orders  on  the  stock  exchange  yesterday. 

(Hmoch  Grixtsk}'  Israel  Sun) 

Shohat:  No  new 
levies  planned 

DAVID  RUDGE  and  JOSE  ROSENFELD 


RACHEL  NEMAN 

THE  Tel  Aviv  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  rose  sharply  yester¬ 
day,  as  investors  breathed  a 
collective  sigh  of  relief  at  the 
news  of  the  stock  market  tax’s 
probable  demise. 

The  market  rose  7.7  per¬ 
cent  to  close  at  174.67  on 
turnover  of  NIS  251m.  Ex¬ 
pectations  were  even  higher  at 
midday,  when  all  heavy  shares 
traded  between  8.5%  and  9% 
higher. 

“The  color  has  returned  to  our 
cheeks,”  said  portfolio  manager 
Eli  Sudri  of  Mishtanim  Sudri. 
“It's  a  day  of  euphoria.” 

“What  is  encouraging,”  said 
another  TASE  broker,  "is  that 
portfolio  managers  we  had  aoi 
heard  from  in  months  are  call¬ 
ing.” 

Bank  of  Israel  Governor  Jacob 
Frenkel  said  yesterday's  increases 
signaled  the  fact  that  “the  bourse 
hates  uncertainty.”  He  said  the 
most  important  thing  for  ihe 
country’s  decision-makers  is  to 
take  consistent  and  clear  policies, 
since  long-term  economic  pros¬ 
perity  is  the  key  to  the  success  of 
the  bourse. 

At  12:30  p.m.,  excess  demand 
stood  at  NIS  620m.,  of  which 
NIS345ra.  represented  the  Mer- 
etz  trading  and  NIS  274m.  the 
Karara  index.  The  the  Maof  in¬ 
dex  had  risen  7.5%  and  the  Two- 
Sided  63%. 

By  2  p.m.  the  Two-Sided  Index 
was  up  8.4%  to  176  and  the  Maof 
had  risen  8.5%  to  reach  175,  bur 
closed  later  at  173.  The  Karam 
index  closed  4.4%  higher. 

Sellers  were  mainly  provident 
funds  realizing  profits  in  the 
afternoon. 

“As  of  now  speculators  have 
reentered  the  arena.  The  ques¬ 
tion  is  will  the  general  public  join 
them?”  said  options  portfolio 
manager  Shalom  Har-Oz  of 
Storm  Capital  Markets.  He  pre¬ 
dicted  “a  nervous  period  ahead" 
and  said  profit-taking  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  today. 

One  clear  trend  yesterday  was 
a  return  of  investors  to  mutual 
funds,  with  midday  demand  at 
about  NIS  400.  While  such  move¬ 
ment  indicated  a  change  in  the 
public’s  tastes  in  relation  to  the 
market,  brokers  were  unable  to 
say  what  part  was  institutional  in¬ 
vestor  money  and  how  much  be¬ 
longed  to  private  investors.  “The 
public  has  not  yet  returned  in 
droves,”  said  Sudri. 

Because  Israeli  stocks  traded  in 
New  York  had  soared  10%  to 
14%  Monday  night,  some  expect¬ 
ed  market  forces  to  drive  indexes 
up  as  much  as  10%  here. 

One  reason  indexes  did  not 
reach  the  maximum  level  on  the 
TASE  was  because  money  invest¬ 
ed  on  Wall  Street  was  from 
Israel. 

TASE  Report,  Page  9 


FINANCE  Minister  Avrabam 
Shohat  said  yesterday  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  impose  any  new 
levies  on  the  public  to  compen¬ 
sate  for  lost  revenue  from  ihe 
stock  exchange  tax. 

“We  will  look  at  the  budget 
and  ensure  [it  will  be]  balanced.  1 
am  not  considering  any  ideas  for 
any  levy,”  Shohat  said  during  a 
meeting  with  Jewish,  Arab  and 
Druse  businesspeople  in 
Nahariya. 

Earlier,  during  a  visit  with  La¬ 
bor  party  activists  in  Dali  at  al- 
Carmel,  the  minister  was  asked 
about  his  decision  to  cancel  the 
bourse  tax. 

“I’m  not  sorry  about  the  pro¬ 
cess  [of  initiating  the  tax].  The  tax 
was  right  and  today  I  still  believe 
rhat  in  principle  a  capital  gains 
tax  is  just,  but  the  process  didn't 
succeed,”  Shohat  told  reporters. 

“There  is  no  doubt  that  I,  as 
finance  minister,  and  the  cabinet 
failed  to  implement  the  [bourse 
tax]  law  in  the  right  way  and 
therefore  1  announced  its 
cancellation.” 

Shohat  was  asked  how  he  could 
continue  in  office  when  the  public 
bad  lost  faith  in  the  Treasury's 
measures. 

“I  think  that's  a  mistake.  Some 
newspaper  headlines,  of  one  kind 
or  another,  do  not  determine 
public  trust,  ”  Shohat  replied. 

“Public  trust  is  based  on  faith 
in  the  economy,  on  employment. 


boosting  production,  infrastruc¬ 
ture  and  education.”  he  added. 

Police  Minister  Mosbe  Shahal 
yesterday  called  for  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  an  economic  cabinet. 
Speaking  to  reporters  on  a  tour  of 
Sharon  Prison,  Shahal  declined 
to  answer  directly  when  asked 
whether  he  thinks  Shohat  should 
be  fired. 

“We  made  a  mistake  and  in  the 
future  should  take  a  professional 
approach.  There  is  a  need  for  an 
economic  cabinet  with  decision¬ 
making  powers,  having  a  backup 
of  professional  and  academic  ad¬ 
visers,"  Shahal  said. 

“The  cabinet  must  draw  con¬ 
clusions  and  concern  itself  first 
and  foremost  with  the  problems 
of  inflation,  high  interest,  and 
[economic]  growth.” 

Shahal  denied  he  has  ambitions 
to  become  finance  minister.  “1 
don’t  want  the  job.  I'm  happy 
with  the  job  of  police  minister,” 
he  said. 

According  to  Shohat.  the  elim¬ 
ination  of  the  stock  market  tax 
means  a  NIS  400  million  shortfall 
in  tax  revenues  in  this  year's 
budgeL 

The  Treasury  is  planning  to  re¬ 
view  budget  developments  to 
clarify'  the  actual  funding  sources 
that  will  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
budget  deficiL  Should  the  review 
show  a  shortfall  in  income,  the 
Treasury  will  suggest  cutting 
spending.  (Continued  on  Page  2j 
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First  family  visits 
at  Khyiam  Prison 


DAVID  BUDGE 


A  GROUP  of  Lebanese  civilians 
yesterday  became  the  first  for 
many  years  to  meet  with  relatives 
detained  in  the  El  Kbiyam  jail 
inside  the  security  zone  in  south 
Lebanon. 

News  agencies  reported  that 
the  group  of  12  people  met  with 
four  inmates  from  the  jail  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  a  new  agreement 
allowing  each  detainee  to  be  visit¬ 
ed  by  up  to  three  relatives. 

South  Lebanese  Army  com¬ 
mander  Geo.  Antoine  Lahad  an¬ 
nounced  the  move  yesterday  say¬ 
ing  it  followed  an  agreement  with 
the  International  Committee  of 
the  Red  Cross  (ICRC). 

The  accord  allows  for  relatives 
from  north  of  the  security  zone  as 
well  as  inside  the  zone  to  enter 
the  region  and  meet  inmates, 
provided  the  visits  are  coordinat¬ 
ed  beforehand  with  the  ICRC 
and  the  authorities  in  the  zone. 

Lahad  said  relatives  would  also 
be  allowed  to  correspond  with  in¬ 


mates,  although  he  stressed  that 
ail  visits  and  exchanges  of  lettere 
would  be  strictly  controlled  and 
supervised. 

More  than  250  people,  most  of 
them  Shi’ites  from  inside  and 
north  of  the  zone,  are  believed  to 
be  held  in  the  El  Khiyara  jail  for 
involvement  in  terrorist 
activities. 

Lebanese  newspapers  reported 
that  under  the  agreement,  20 
prisoners  would  be  allowed  to 
meet  with  relatives  every  week 
for  the  next  three  months. 

The  reports  said  Lebanese  offi¬ 
cials  were  informed  of  the  Israeli 
decision  to  allow  visits  to  El 
Khiyam  prisoners  by  UN  Secre¬ 
tary-General  Boutros  Boutros- 
Ghali. 

Lebanese  parliament  speaker 
Nabih  Berri  told  reporters  in 
Tyre  yesterday  that  the  agree¬ 
ment  was  a  step  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion,  although  it  did  not  salve 
“the  fate  of  our  heroes  being  held 
inside  Israel.” 


Syria  says  ambassador 
returning  for  talks 


HILLEL  KUTTLEB 

WASHINGTON 


SYRIA  has  informed  the  US  its 
ambassador  will  return  here  this 
week  to  resume  peace  negotia¬ 
tions,  an  Israeli  official  said 
yesterday. 

Syrian  ambassador  Walid  Mua- 
leta  has  spent  most  of  this  month 
in  Damascus,  putting  on  hold 
talks  with  his  Israeli  counterpart 
Iiamar  Rabinovich  that  were 
scheduled  to  resume  last  week. 

But  because  “they've  been  tell¬ 
ing  that  to  the  Americans  for  two 
weeks  already,”  there  is  no  tell¬ 
ing  when  the  talks  will  actually 
take  place,  the  official  said. 

"We  know  only  what  the  Syri¬ 
ans  tell  the  Americans,”  the  Is¬ 
raeli  official  said.  “The  proof  will 
be  in  whether  they  come  or  not” 

American  officials  believe  Da¬ 
mascus  has  been  stalling  to  obtain 
gestures  in  exchange  for  Mua- 
lem’s  return  here  for  the  talks. 

In  Damascus,  a  government 
newspaper  editorialized  yester¬ 
day  that  the  peace  talks  are  in  a 
crisis  and  the  Arabs  are  losing 
interest  because  deals  made  so 
far  with  Israel  have  failed  to  bring 
peace  to  the  region. 

"The  peace  process  is  currently 
suffering  from  a  big  crisis  which 
became  clear  through  the  dwin¬ 
dling  popularity  of  the  peace  pro¬ 
cess  among  Arabs  who  felt  the 
humiliation  which  resulted  from 


separate  deals  with  Israel,”  the 
Syrian  government  daDy  Tishreen 
said. 

It  blamed  Prime  Minister  Yitz¬ 
hak  Rabin’s  government  for  the 
failure  and  added:  “In  fact  the 
policy  of  the  Rabin  government 
...  is  responsible  for  leading  the 
Washington  talks  to  a  deadlock. 

"Rabin  is  the  one  who  under¬ 
mined  the  principles  of  the  just 
and  comprehensive  settlement 
and  wrecked  a  historic  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  bring  peace  and  stability  to 
the  region.” 

Shmuel  Segev  adds  from  New 
York: 

US-Syrian  tension,  meanwhile, 
has  increased  since  President 
Clinton  froze  the  assets  of  terror¬ 
ist  groups.  While  no  one  in  Wash¬ 
ington  expects  any  immediate  ef¬ 
fects  of  Clinton’s  move,  attention 
was  shifted  to  Damascus,  where 
President  Assad  is  defying  a  US 
request  to  expel  Fathi  Shikaki, 
head  of  Islamic  Jihad,  which  de¬ 
clared  responsibility  for  the  Beit 
Lid  attack. 

Secretary  of  State  Warren 
Christopher  phoned  his  Syrian 
counterpart  and  expressed  “as¬ 
tonishment”  at  how  Syria  could 
io  good  faith  negotiate  peace  with 
Israel  and  at  the  same  time  con¬ 
tinue  to  harbor  terrorist  groups. 


Autopsy  ordered  after  death 
ofPalestinian  prisoner 


JON  IMMANUEL 


A  PALESTINIAN  prisoner  died 
two  days  ago  in  Farah  prison 
near  Nablus,  an  apparent  suicide, 
and  human  rights  groups  yester¬ 
day  demanded  a  delay  in  the  au¬ 
topsy  until  they  find  an  indepen¬ 
dent  doctor  to  attend  it 
Nazim  Imran  Hussein,  18,  was 

SOCIAL  &p|RS0NAL  | 

The  weekly  meeting  of  the  En¬ 
glish-speaking  Jerusalem  Rotary 
Club  will  take  place  today  at  1 
p.m.  at  the  YMCA,  King  David 
Street.  Prof.  Ruth  Cohn  will 
speak  on  Buddhist  Art  in  China. 


In  deep  sorrow  we  announce  die  passing  of  our  father, 
father-in-law  and  grandfather,  the  engineer 

KURT  GERSON 

The  funeral  will  take  place  today,  Wednesday,  Adar,  1, 5755, 1 .2.95 
at  1 4:00  at  the  Har  Hamenuhot  cemetery,  Givat  Shaul,  Jerusalem. 
Mourned  by; 

Son  and  daughter-in-law:  Yoram  and  Yehudlt  Geraon 
His  granddaughter  and  her  husband:  Dortt  and  Amir  Hochner 
_  His  grandchildren:  Ran,  Gil,  and  Tamar _ 


Our  dear  aunt 

GERTRUD  OETINGER 

has  passed  away. 

The  funeral  will  take  place  today, 
Wednesday,  February  1, 1995  at  12  p.m. 
at  the  Yarkon  Cemetery 
of  the  Trans-Samaria  Highway. 

The  family 


Shahak:  Palestinian  terrorist  actions 
on  the  increase  in  southern  Lebanon 


PALESTINIAN  terrorist  activi¬ 
ty,  aided  by  Hizbullah,  has  in¬ 
creased  in  southern  Lebanon, 
Chief  of  Staff  Amnon  Lipkin- 
Shahak  told  the  Knesset  Foreign 
Affairs  and  Defense  Committee 
yesterday.  It  was  Shahak’s  first 
report  in  his  new  position. 

“The  Hizbullah  continues  to 
carry  out  massive  activity  against 
us  and  against  the  South  Leba¬ 
nese  Army  throughout  the  entire 
sector,”  Shahak  reportedly  told 
the  MKs.  Attacks  include  the  use 
of  light  weapons  and  artillery  fire 
against  outposts,  be  said. 

Israel  is  trying  to  ease  the  situa¬ 
tion  there  and  is  raising  the  wages 
of  SLA  soldiers  to  help  raise  mo¬ 
rale  and  prevent  defections,  be 
was  quoted  as  saying. 


IDF-Palestinian  police  tensions  rise  in  Gaza 


In  answer  to  a  question  by  Li¬ 
kud  leader  Binyamin  Netanyahu, 
who  asked  why  action  was  not 
being  taken  against  the  terrorists 
in  Syria,  Shahak  apparently  said 
the  IDF  carries  out  survefflance 
of  all  places  where  there  is  terror¬ 
ist  activity,  but  Syria  is  not  con¬ 
sidered  a  target  for  anti-terrorist 
activity  according  to  accepted 
criteria. 

Discussing  security  within  Isra¬ 
el,  Shahak  said  he  objected  to 
freeing  Palestinian  prisoners  be¬ 
cause  they  serve  as  a  pool  of  po¬ 
tential  terrorists.  He  also  said  the 
IDF  had  no  operative  plans  for 
the  withdrawal  from  Arab  popu- 
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lation  centers.  He  reportedly 
added,  however.  “If  the  security 
arrangements  are  the  same  as 
those  in  Jericho  and  Gaza  it  will 
be  difficult  to  go  in  to  make  ar¬ 
rests  or  capture  wanted  [terror¬ 
ists]  for  interrogation.” 

Fatah  members  have  carried 
out  more  than  one  attack  since 
the  signing  of  the  Oslo  Accords, 
he  said,  contradicting  previous 
government  reports  that  all  sub¬ 
sequent  terror  attacks  have  been 
carried  out  by  Hamas  or  Islamic 
Jihad. 

Tension  in  Gaza  has  increased 


between  the  IDF  and  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  Police  and  within  Jewish 
communities  in  Gush  Katif.  The 
closure  has  increased  the  tension, 
but  Shahak  believes  it  is  useful  as 
a  security  measure.  The  Palestin¬ 
ian  Police  could  do  more  to  pre¬ 
vent  terrorists  entering  Israel,  but 
cannot  stop  all  terrorists  from 
getting  through,  Shahak  report¬ 
edly  said.  He  was  responding  to  a 
question  by  Labor  MK  Ra’anan 
Cohen  who  talked  about  “the  ex¬ 
pat  of  murderers  from  Gaza-” 
Shahak  noted,  however,  that 
after  the  Beit  Ud  bombing,  the 
Palestinian  Police  did  make  a 
large  number  of  arrests  in  Gaza 


arrested  in  Azoun,  near  Kalkilya, 
on  December  26,  suspected  of 
aiding  a  Hamas  cell,  and  was 
transferred  to  Farah  prison. 

The  civil  administration  officer 
who  visited  the  family  said:  “He 
was  found  dead  in  the  prison 
bathroom  with  a  rope  around  his 
neck,”  Dr.  Ziad  Hussein,  a  phy¬ 
sician  and  cousin  of  the  dead 
man,  told  The  Jerusalem  Post 

“We  don’t  think  it  is  suicide 
and  we  are  looking  for  a  doctor  to 
observe  the  autopsy,”  he  said. 

The  Israeli  authorities  agreed 
to  a  one-day  delay. 


Palestinians  shop  in  Jerusalem  for  basoka,  a  bread  special  to  the  Moslem  holy  mouth  of  Ramadan. 


(Brian  HendJer) 


Palestinians  start  fast  early 


FOR  the  first  time  ever,  Rama¬ 
dan  began  on  a  different  day  in 
the  territories  than  in  Jordan  yes¬ 
terday,  as  the  PA-appointed  Je¬ 
rusalem  mufti  declared  the  start 
of  the  fast  month  a  full  day  ahead 
of  its  declaration  in  Jordan. 

“The  Palestinians  control  A1 
Aksa,  and  no  longer  take  then- 
orders  from  the  Jordanians,”  said 
Mufti  of  Jerusalem  Akram  Saba, 
as  the  PA  further  exerted  its  new¬ 
found  influence  over  the  Moslem 
religious  apparatus  in  Jerusalem. 

The  Jerusalem  mufti  tradition¬ 
ally  announces  the  start  of  Rama¬ 
dan,  which  depends  on  the  spot¬ 
ting  of  the  new  mooQ.  in 
accordance  with  the  decision  of 
the  Islamic  Teligious  authorities 
in  Jordan. 

This  year,  however,  the  mufti 
ignored  the  Jordanians  and  wait¬ 
ed  for  Saudi  Arabia  to  announce 
that  Ramadan  would  begin  yes¬ 
terday,  then  followed  suit.  In  Jor¬ 
dan,  Ramadan  begins  today. 

The  Palestinian  announce¬ 
ment,  made  independently  of  the 
Jordanians,  demonstrates  that 
"A1  Aksa  mosque,”  where  the 
mufti  sits,  “is  controlled  by  the 
Palestinian  Authority,’’  PA 
Chairman  Yasser  Arafat  said. 

An  announcement  by  Arafat 
quoted  in  the  Al-Quds  daily 
pointed  out  that  "For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  nation,  we  announce  to  the 
Arab  and  Islamic  world,  the  wit¬ 
nessing  of  the  Ramadan  new 
moon  from  Al-Aksa  Mosque.” 

In  fact,  the  Saudis  announced 
the  appearance  of  the  crescent 
moon  first,  but  the  Jordanian  rae- 
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teorologjcal  authority  challenged 
them  to  prove  they  had  sighted  it 
Traditionally,  the  Saadis  and  the 
Jordanians  compete  over  the 
stan  of  Ramadan  as  well  as  su¬ 
pervision  of  the  Moslem  holy 
places  in  Jerusalem. 

Arafat  readied  agreement  with 
Jordan’s  King  Hussein  last  week 
coace  ruing  the  future  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  and  therefore  might  have 
shown  more,  not  less,  readiness 
to  follow  Jordan.  In  the  past,  the 
Saudis'  lunar  observations  have 
only  been  followed  in  Gaza. 

Muhammed  Abu  Sardaneh, 
the  head  of  the  religious  law  de¬ 
partment  inside  the  PA  Justice 


Ministry,  announced  that  the  new 
moon  heralding  the  beginning  of 
the  fast  month  was  observed 
Monday  night,  two  days  earlier 
than  expected. 

Jordan  and  the  the  Palestinian 
Authority  have  been  at  odds  over 
the  control  of  Al-Aksa  since  the 
signing  last  year  of  the  Israeli- 
Jordanian  peace  accord.  After¬ 
wards,  the  Jordanians  and  PA  Bp- 
pointed  separate  Jerusalem 
muftis. 

The  Ramadan  decision  was 
seen  as  a  clear  signal  the  PA- 
appointed  mufti  was  in  control. 
The  Jordanian-appointed  mufti 
did  not  even  take  part  in  the  deci¬ 
sion  on  when  the  holiday  would 
begin. 


Jews  barred  from  Machpela 


SEVERAL  dozen  Jews  tried  to 
pray  at  the  Machpela  Cave  in 
Hebron  yesterday  on  the  first 
day  of  Ramadan,  a  day  it  is 
dosed  to  Jewish  worshipers. 
Police  prevented  them  from 
doing  so  and  also  barred  them 
from  praying  outride  the  com¬ 
plex,  terming  it  an  “Illegal 


The  worshipers  arrived  in 
two  bases  from  Ra’anana  to 
pray  at  the  rite  and  to  show 
support  with  local  Jewish  resi¬ 
dents,  but  the  cave  was  dosed 
to  Jewish  worshipers,  based 
on  arrangements  drawn  op 


several  months  ago  which  allo¬ 
cate  certain  days  of  the  year- 
sndi  as  yesterday  -  to  prayers 
only  by  members  of  one 
religion. 

When  the  visitors  tried  to 
pray  outside,  near  the  Settlers’ 
Restaurant,  they  were  told  by 
soldiers  they  were  involved  in 
an  “illegal  gathering.” 

Hebron  residents  said  they 
were  not  told  the  cave  would 
be  off  limits  yesterday,  adding 
that  it  was  inconceivable  that 
Jews  would  not  be  allowed  to 
pray  outside  the  cave.  (Him) 


Gaza  donors 
discuss  needs 

JON  IMMANUEL 

REPRESENTATIVES  of  donor 
countries  meeting  in  Gaza  to  dis¬ 
cuss  ways  to  spur  Gaza’s  develop¬ 
ment  said  yesterday  they  would 
get  more  involved  in  projects 
with  Palestinians, 

Palestinians  asked  donors  to 
simply  procedures  for  approving 
projects,  increase  their  presence 
in  local  offices,  and  import  more 
Palestinian  goods,  Israel  was 
asked  to  facilitate  the  flow  of  nec¬ 
essary  capital  goods  and  to  sup¬ 
port  economic  growth. 

The  two-day  conference  ended 
yesterday. 

The  donors  said  they  were  wor¬ 
ried  that  the  Palestinian  Author¬ 
ity  is  not  going  to  achieve  its  tax 
collection  targets,  as  the  econo¬ 
my  of  Gaza  continues  to  deterio¬ 
rate  due  to  closures  and  the 
bombing  attacks  which  prompted 
them. 

However,  the  conference  -end¬ 
ed  with  decisions  to  create  work¬ 
ing  groups  on  different  sectors  of 
development  which  would  in¬ 
clude  donors,  the  UN,  the  World 
Bank,  and  Palestinians. 

Economics  Minister  Ahmed 
Qreia  told  The  Jerusalem  Post 
that  “the  issue  was  bow  to  start 
the  flow  of  assistance.  This  way 
they  can  start  immediately.” 

Qreia  said  that  tax  collection 
was  proceeding  but  “not  very 
well.” 


and  collected  some  weapons  and 
inflammatory  materiaL  The  steps 
incurred  a  reprimand  from  Islam¬ 
ic  Jihad  head  Fatiu  Shikaki  in 

Svria,  he  noted.  . 

can’t  say  nothing  is  being 
done,  but  in  my  opinion  more 
could  be  done  [by  the  Palestinian 
Police],”  he  was  quoted  as  say- 

ing- 

During  yesterday's  meeting, 
Likud  MK  Benny  Begin  revealed 
another  classified  report.  This 
one  was  from  the  General  Com¬ 
mand’s  Planning  Department  to 
the  Foreign  Ministry.  It  appar¬ 
ently  lists  Palestinian  violations 
of  the  agreements  with  Israel. 
Next  to  many  of  the  clause  are 
the  response:  “he  matter  is  not 
being  dealt  with. 

Arafat:  PA 
thwarted 
bomber 

DAVID  HUDGE 

THE  Palestinian  Police  recently 
thwarted  a  suicide  bomb  attack  in 
Israel  by  a  15-year-old  who  had 
been  recruited  by  Hamas,  PLO 
Chairman  Yasser  Arafat  report¬ 
edly  told  Democratic  Arab  Party 
MKs  yesterday. 

MKs  Abdul  Wahab  Darawshe 
and  Taleb  a-Sanaa  said  the  de¬ 
tails  came  to  light  during  a  meet¬ 
ing  with  Arafat  in  Gaza 
yesterday. 

A-Sau&a  said  Arafat  informed 
them  that  the  PA  police  had 
thwarted  another  two  attempts 
prior  to  the  Beil  Lid  bombing. 

He  told  Israel  Radio  that  the 
PA  police  had  uncovered  the  plot 
while  it  was  still  in  the  planning 
s»f>gtg  A-Sanaa  said  the  details 
were  revealed  while  they  were 
discussing  the  recent  events 
which  had  halted  the  peace  talks. 

The  DAP  MK  said  Arafat  had 
reiterated  his  concern  over  the 
-  “collective  punishment",  being 
rjmposed  on  residents  of  Gaza  by 
the  tangoing- closure  of  the  region. 
A-Sanaa  said  Arafat  complained 
that  the  closure  was  mainly  hurt¬ 
ing  those  who  supported  the 
peace  process  and,  in  turn,  was 
helping  to  strengthen  extremist 
rejectionist  elements. 

Settlers  try 
to  man  posts 

HERB  KEINON 

OVER  the  past  10  days,  settlers 
in  the  territories  have  twice  tried 
to  temporarily  man  positions  va¬ 
cated  by  tire  IDF,  to  get  the  sol¬ 
diers  to  return  to  the  posts. 

The  most  recent  case  occurred 
Monday  night  at  an  outpost  near 
the  village  of  Jeet,  just  northeast 
erf  Kedumim  on  the  road  leading 
to  Nablus. 

A  number  of  Kedumim  resi¬ 
dents  went  there  to  man  the  post, 
bnt  were  evacuated  a  few  hours 
later  by  IDF  troops. 

Settlers  in  the  region  claimed 
an  arrangement  was  reached  with 
the  IDF  whereby  they  would  man 
the  outposts  during  certain  hours 
of  the  day,  and  the  IDF  would 
man  them  the  rest  of  the  time. 

The  IDF,  however,  denied  that 
such  an  agreement  was  made, 
and  the  spokesman  said  settlers 
are  not  allowed  to  cany  out  secu¬ 
rity  functions  outside  of  their  set¬ 
tlements.  The  spokesman  said 
that  a  “wide  variety”  of  steps  are 
being  taken  to  ensure  the  security 
of  Kedumim  residents. 

The  spokesman  would  not  say 
whether  the  IDF  has  gone  back  to 
the  post,  saying  that  troop  move¬ 
ments  are  classified  information. 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 


Moussa  told  reporters  the 
peace  process  is  going  through  "a 
very  dangerous  and  delicate 
time.”  But  be  said  Israel’s  talks 
with  Syria  and  the  Palestinians 
were  not  at  an  impasse. 

On  the  nuclear  issue,  Moussa 
said  there  was  no  change  in 
Egypt's  stance,  which  be  called 
“specific  and  Finn,"  against  re¬ 
signing  the  Nuclear  Non-Prolifer¬ 
ation  Treaty  unless  Israel  also 
does  so. 

Yesterday,  Ha'aretz  said  Israel 
may  ease  its  longstanding  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  treaty  to  mollify 
Egypt.  The  paper  said  Peres 
might  offer  “a  gesture”  during 


talks  with  Mubarak,  but  gave  no 
details. 

Asked  about  the  report  Peres 
said:  “I  don’t  think  it  is  a  matter 
of  gestures.  Israel  has  a  long¬ 
standing  position...Egypt  in  fact 
has  complied  with  it,  and  I  do  not 
expect  a  major  change,”  he  said, 
after  speaking  at  a  high  school  in 
Tel  Aviv. 

“PH  tell  the  Egyptian  leaders 
that  we  are  the  only  nation  in  the 
world  where  a  number  of  coon- 
tries  publicly  threaten  to  annihi¬ 
late  us,”  Peres  said  on  Israel 
Radio. 

“Their  suspicious  are  our  de¬ 
terrence.  They  are  afraid  and 
that’s  their  right  They  should  be 
scared,”  Peres  said. 


SHOHAT 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Officials  also  suggested  that 
the  Treasury  could  increase  the 
amount  of  US  loan  guarantee 
funds  used  to  cover  budget 
spending  from  StiOOm.  a  year  to 
$900m.  Another  possibility  that 
will  be  explored  to  increase  reve¬ 
nues  is  farther  improving  tax 
collection. 

The  Knesset  is  today  expected 
to  bear  a  bill  proposed  by  Likud 
MK  Ariel  Weinstein  to  legislate  a 
law  canceling  the  stock  market 
tax.  “In  view  of  the  zigzags  in  the 
government’s  decision-making 
process  each  correct  decision 
must  be  anchored  in  law,”  Wein¬ 
stein  said  yesterday. 


New  corps  commanders  appoin 


CHIEF  of  General  Staff  LL-Gen. 
Amnon  Shahak  has  appointed 
several  new  corps  commanders, 
whose  appointments  go  into  ef¬ 
fect  over  the  next  three  months. 

CoL  Dan  Harel  was  appoint 
OC  Artillery  Corps;  Col.  Michael 
Dayan  was  appointed  OC  Ord¬ 
nance  Corps;  CoL  Dan  Nadiv 
was  appointed  OC  Maintenance 


Corps;  Col.  Eliezer 
was  appointed  OC  LuB 
Corps.  All  four  coips  a 
^  win  be  promoted  to  b 
generaL 

In  addition,  it  was  an 
that  Brig.-Gen.  Yitzhi 
has  been  appointed  Oi 
Strip. 
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NIS  9  million  i 


Israel  Festival  and  two  theater  groups  slashed  in  budget 


SCIENCE,  Communications, 
and  Am  Minister  Shulamit  Aloni 
dropped  a  bomb  yesterday  on 
Tbe  New  Israeli  Opera  (NIO), 
the  Israel  Festival,  the  Haifa 
Children’s  Theater  Festival  and 
Good  Neighbor  Festival,  which 
are  the  sole  victims  of  an 
NIS  10.75  million  funding  cut 

The  NIO  .  will  lose  NIS  9  mil¬ 
lion,  the  Israel  Festival  NIS  13 
million,  and  the  Haifa  festivals 
NIS  450,000. 

"We  decided  to  confine  the 
cuts  to  well-established  institu¬ 


tions  in  die  three  major  cities  so 
that  damage  to  arts  activities  -in 
other  areas  of  the  country  will  be 
minimized,”  said  AlonL  "It's  our 

hope  that  the  mayors,  who  may 
know  a  better  road  to  the  Trea¬ 
sury  than  we  do,  will  see  lobbying 
for  culture  as  their  civic  duty.” 

Tel  Aviv  Mayor  Ronni  M2o 
said  the  cats  are  tantamount  to  a 
death  sentence  on  the  NIO,  add¬ 
ing  that  “The  Opera  belongs  to 


the  Dation  and  so  it  is  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  duty  to  keep  it  going.” 

NIO  general  manager  Uri  Ofer 
withheld  comment,  saying  only 
that  the  board  of  governors 
would  meet  in  extraordinary  ses¬ 
sion  on  February  6  to  discuss  the 
matter. 

Israel  Festival  artistic  director 
Micha  Lewensohn  reacted  with 
outrage  to  the  cut,  which  “repre¬ 
sents  30%  of  our  public  funding 


HELEN  KAYE 

It  is  a  dreadful,  irresponsible,  and 
unfair  decision  and  I  hope  that 
Minister  Aloni  will  have  the  cour¬ 
age  to  reverse  it ... 

“Like  other  festivals  world¬ 
wide,  the  Israel  Festival  con¬ 
cludes  artistic  agreements  far  in 
advance.  The  festival  is  in  May 
and  by  now  most  agreements  are 


in  place.  This  unfortunate  deci¬ 
sion  will  destroy  the  festival's 
credibility  and  the  very  high  rep¬ 
utation  ft  enjoys  abroad." 

Haifa  Mayor  Amram  Mitzna 
demanded  in  a  protest  letter  to 
Aloni  “that  you  review  your  pri¬ 
orities  ...  and  End  a  way  to  trans¬ 
fer  the  promised  funds.” 

Aloni  explained  that,  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  recent  government 
cutbacks  across  the  board,  her 


arts  and  culture  budget  was  cut  by 
NIS  7  million.  A  further  NIS  4 
million  will  be  transferred  from 
ministry  funds  to  develop  Medi¬ 
terranean  music,  as  demanded  by 
a  group  of  MKs  calling  them¬ 
selves  the  Social  Lobby. 

Protesting  what  she  termed  an 
inverted  pyramid  of  priorities, 
the  minister  added  that,  “Culture 
has  never  had  a  lobby  in  the 
Knesset  and  if  [the  ministry]  has 


achieved  anything  in  the  last  two 
years,  it’s  because  we’ve 
pushed.” 

In  1993  Aloni  set  up  nine  pub¬ 
lic  commissions  to  report  cm  the 
country’s  arts  institutions  and  to 
determine  an  appropriate  level  of 
funding.  As  a  result  of  their  find¬ 
ings  the  1994  budget  was  in¬ 
creased  to  NIS  2 IS  million,  of 
which  NIS  177  million  actually 
landed  in  rainisuy  coffers.  This 
year  the  ministry  requested 
NIS  277.4m.,  of  which  NIS  217 
million  have  been  approved. 


A  police  dog  sniffs  for  explosives  yesterday  on  a  search  for  Illegal  workers  near  Jerusalem. 

(Isaac  Harari) 

Dogs  will  sniff  out  explosives 


Aloni ’s  budget  cuts  are  designed  to  shock 


COMMENT 


HELEN  KAYE 


DOGS  trained  to  sniff  out  explo¬ 
sives  were  used  for  the  first  time 
yesterday  by  Jerusalem  police. 

The  dogs  were  used  during  a 
nationwide  operation  largely 
aimed  at  locating  Palestinians  in 
Israel  illegally  despite  the 
closure. 

Some  254  Palestinians,  as  well 
as  58  Israeli  employers  who  had 
hired  the  illegal  workers  were  de¬ 
tained,  police  announced  after 
the  operation. 

Police  spokesmen  emphasized 
that  the  dogs  were  not  used  to 
track  down  or  detain  Palestin¬ 
ians,  but  accompanied  officers  to 
help  search  for  explosives. 

Lad  police  yesterday  arrested 
21  Arab  residents  of  the  territo¬ 
ries  in  Israel  illegally.  Police  said 
the  workers’  employers  helped 


THE  High  Court  of  Justice  has 
given  alleged  wiretappers  Raft 
Friedan  and  Ya’acov  Tsur  15 
days  to  explain  why  they  should 
be  allowed  to  receive  material 
from  police  investigations  not  di¬ 
rectly  related  to  their  case. 

The  court  also  strongly  recom¬ 
mended  that  Friedan  and  Tsar's 
trial  not  be  postponed  until  a  final 
rating  on  tins  issue,  as  Tel  Aviv 
District  Court  Judge  Zecharia 
Caspi  had  decided.  Since  the 
Friedan-Tsur  trial  is  only  at  die 
stage  of  preliminaiy  argnments, 
the  justices  said,  there  is  no  rea¬ 
son  for  such  a  delay. 

In  a  rare  departure  from  prece- 


THE  final  draft  of  the  Dead  Sea 
Works  Concession  Law  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  joint  panel,  of  the 
Knesset  Finance  and  Interior 
committees  yesterday.  The  bin  is 
expected  to  come  up  for  second 
and  third  reacting  this  week,  just 
one  week  after  its  frost  reading 

was  approved.  ^  . 

The  law  would  oblige  the  Dead 
Sea  Works  to  abide  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Planning  and  Construction 
and  the  Business  Licensing  laws. 


BILL  HUTMAN 
and  RAINE  MARCUS 


them  enter  and  can  expect  to  be 
fined  NIS  2,000  per  worker. 

In  Kfar  Sava  yesterday,  a 
building  contractor  from  the  Tri¬ 
angle  village  of  Tira  was  fined 
NIS  16,000  for  employing  eight 
illegal  laborers.  Another  employ¬ 
er  from  Wadi  Ara  was  also  fined 
NIS  8,000  for  hiring  four  illegal 
workers. 

Meanwhile,  police  announced 
that  regional  council  heads  in  the 
central  region  may  decide  to 
erect  security  fences  around 
towns  which  border  the  Green 
Line  as  an  additional  safety  pre¬ 
caution. 

The  move  follows  a  conference 


EVELYN  GORDON 

dent,  the  show-cause  order,  is¬ 
sued  in  response  to  a  petition  by 
the  state,  included  the  reasons  for 
its  issuance.  Normally,  interim 
decisions  are  given  with  no  expla¬ 
nation. 

The  reasons  related  to  Friedan 
and  Tsur’s  argument  that  the 
High  Court  had  no  authority  to 
hear  the  petition,  which  chal¬ 
lenged  Caspi's  ruling  that  the 
state  had  to  give  Friedan  and 
Tsm  all  of  the  documents  from 
four  parallel  police  investigations 
into  other  wiretapping  cases. 


but  provides  an  escape  danse  for 
environmental  and  other  regula¬ 
tions  which  conflict  with  its  long¬ 
standing  concession.  The  joint 
panel  recommended  ordering 
planning  authorities  to  take  the 
concession  into  account  when  de¬ 
ciding  whether  to  issue  a  con¬ 
struction  or  planning  permit. 

The  biH  has  aroused  vocal  op- 


Monday  evening  in  which  council 
heads,  police.  Border  Police, 
Ministry  of  Defense,  and  Home 
Front  Command  representatives 
discussed  boosting  seonity. 

The  meeting  was  arranged 
some  tune  ago,  following  Police 
Minister  Moshe  Shahal’s  visit  to 
the  area  to  examine  security  ar¬ 
rangements,  but  last  week’s 
bombing  at  Beit  Lid  emphasized 
the  urgent  need  for  new 
precautions. 

Many  towns  border  the  Green 
Line  and  council  heads  com¬ 
plained  recently  that  they  do  not 
have  sufficient  security  guards  to 
prevent  the  entry  of  unwanted 
Arabs  and  possible  terrorists 
from  surrounding  villages.  Po¬ 
lice,  they  complained,  do  not  pa¬ 
trol  the  areas  sufficiently. 


In  their  ruling.  Justices  Dov 
Levine,  Eliexer  Goldberg  and 
Zvi  Tal  agreed  that  usually,  pro¬ 
cedural  decisions  by  a  lower  court 
made  in  the  course  of  a  trial  are 
not  subject  to  the  High  Court’s 
scrutiny.  However,  they  said,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  “exceptional  and 
complex  circumstances  of  the  is¬ 
sue  under  discussion,”  they  de¬ 
rided  to  break  their  normal  rule 
and  hear  the  case. 

The  justices  made  it  clear  dur¬ 
ing  the  preliminary  hearing  that 
their  concern  was  that  if  the  ma¬ 
terial  were  transferred  when  it 
should  not  have  been,  the  dam¬ 
age  would  be  irreversible. 


position  from  the  Environment 
Ministry,  which  called  it  "disas¬ 
trous,”  and  environmental 
groups. 

Several  MKs  also  voiced  con¬ 
cern  about  the  law  which  allows 
the  company  to  continue  to  enjoy 
basically  extra-territorial  status. 
The  Finance  and  Industry  and 
Trade  ministries  have  consistent¬ 
ly  supported  the  bill  rimming  it  is 
essential  to  prevent  harming  the 
company's  output  and  exports. 


IF  Shulamit  Aloni’s  intention  was 
to  stir  up  a  hornets’  nest,  she  has 
achieved  her  aim.  It  is  even  possi¬ 
ble  that  she  expects  and  hopes 
political  pressure  from  the  may¬ 
ors  of  Tel  Aviv,  Haifa,  and  Jeru¬ 
salem  will  force  a  reversal  of  the 
cuts  that  now  threaten  three  ma¬ 
jor  cultural  institutions  in  their 
rides. 

The  New  Israeli  Opera  is  to 
lose  NIS  9  million,  the  Children’s 
Theater  and  Good  Neighbor  fes¬ 
tivals  NIS  450,000,  and  the  Israel 
Festival  (the  im  kindest  cut  of  all), 
is  out  NIS  13m. 

Predictably,  the  mayors  have 
reacted  with  polite  fury  -  which  is 

Beit  Lid 
victim  takes 
turn  for 
the  worse 

JUDY  SIEGEL 

ASSAF  Ben-Or,  the  18-year-old 
soldier  who  last  week  showed  a 
“miraculous'*  recovery  from  h is 
wounds  in  the  Beit  Lid  terror  at¬ 
tack,  yesterday  took  a  sudden 
turn  for  the  worse. 

Doctors  at  Hadassah-Universi- 
ty  Hospital  in  Jerusalem’s  Ein 
Kerem  yesterday  discovered  that 
Ben-Or  was  bleeding  inside  his 
brain.  They  rushed  him  to  the 
roerating  room  in  serious,  unsta¬ 
ble  condition.  . 

Last  week,7  doctors  decided  hot 
to  remove  from  his  brain  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fragments  resulting  from 
the  explosion,  fearing  the  surgery 
would  cause  damage.  Ben-Or, 
from  Krryai  Bialik,  nevertheless 
regained  consciousness,  spoke  to 
relatives  and  was  able  to  get  oat 
of  bed;  he  was  then  listed  in  good 
condition. 

Nineteen  bomb  victims  are  still 
hospitalized,  including  eight  sol¬ 
diers  in  serious  and  three  in  satis¬ 
factory  condition. 

Meanwhile,  a  public  commit¬ 
tee’s  assessment  of  medical  care 
given  to  the  Beit  Lid  casualties 
yesterday  gave  good  marks  to  all 
the  authorities  involved.  The  as¬ 
sessment,  by  Israel  Defense 
Forces  chief  medical  officer  Dr. 
Yehoshua  Shemer,  included  hos¬ 
pital  directors,  Magen  David 
Adorn  officials  and  senior  medi¬ 
cal  corps  experts. 

On  Monday,  an  MDA  official 
had  said  that  the  first-aid  organi¬ 
zation  was  so  short-staffed  that  it 
had  to  send  clerks  instead  of  med¬ 
ics  to  treat  the  Beit  Lid  wounded. 

Medical  treatment  of  victims 
was  “intelligent  and  maximum  in 
such  tragic  .circumstances,”  said 
Shemer.  MDA  and  security 
forces  reached  the  site  quickly 
and  treated  the  seriously  wound¬ 
ed  to  the  best  of  their  ability, 
Shemer  maintained,  and  the 
quick  evacuation  saved  a  number 
of  soldiers’  and  civilians’  lives. 

In  the  first  wave,  victims  were 
rushed  to  Hillel  Yaffe,  Laniado 
and  Meir  Hospitals.  Later,  those 
who  needed  specialized  trauma 
care  were  moved  to  tertiary-care 
[highest-level]  hospitals,  and  four 
were  flown  by  helicopter  to 
Jerusalem. 


what  Aloni  wants  in  the  absence 
of  a  powerful  arts  lobby  in  the 
Knesset.  The  mayors  all  have 
voters  to  answer  to,  and  the  festi¬ 
vals,  apart  from  their  intrinsic  ar¬ 
tistic  value  to  our  cultural  life, 
bring  in  a  lot  of  business. 

AJ1  three  festivals  and  the  op¬ 
era  are  very  high-profile  institu¬ 
tions,  which  attract  a  lot  of  posi¬ 
tive  attention  abroad.  Perhaps 
the  minister  hopes  the  resultant 
egg  on  the  national  face  if  all 
founder,  or  stagger  at  the  very 


least,  will  create  the  desired 
results. 

And  perhaps  even  Atom's  tim¬ 
ing  is  intentional.  The  Children’s 
Theater  Festival  is  in  April,  the 
Israel  Festival  in  May,  and  the 
opera  season  has  been  set  and 
contracts  signed  for  more  than  a 
year.  Closing  the  purse  now 
means  maximum  disruption,  be¬ 
cause  broken  contracts  mean  fi¬ 
nancial  penalties. 


wounds  in  sensitive  areas  will  gal¬ 
vanize  the  government  into  shov¬ 
ing  culture  and  the  arts  a  little 
higher  up  the  totem  pole  -  but 
desirable  and  essential  as  this  is, 
it’s  unlikely  given  past  precedents 
and  current  fiscal  anxieties. 

If  these  cuts  spark  a  serious 
public  debate,  goose  private  and 
public  corporations  into  some  se¬ 
rious  arts  sponsorship,  and  make 
government  realize  that  the  cul¬ 
tural  life  of  a  country  is  its  bean 
and  so  deserves  support,  then 
Aloni  will  have  achieved  her  aim. 

But  the  cost  may  be  much  too 
high.  You  don’t  amputate  the  leg 
to  cure  a  limp. 


Kessar  puts 
road  deaths 
in  perspective 

HAIM  SHAPIRO 

ISRAEL  has  fewer  road  deaths 
per  capita  than  some  developed 
countries,  Transport  Minister 
Yisrael  Kessar  said  yesterday. 

in  a  list  of  23  countries,  Israel 
was  fifth  from  the  bottom,  Kessar 
said,  with  more  road  fatalities  per 
capita  than  Japan,  Holland,  Brit¬ 
ain  and  Norway,  but  fewer  than 
Germany,  Switzerland,  Den¬ 
mark.  Belgium,  Spain,  Australia, 
and  Finland. 

Kessar,  who  was  speaking  in 
preparation  for  a  debate  on  the 
human  factor  in  road  accidents, 
to  be  held  in  the  Knesset  to- 
dayjfe  stressed  that  the  relative¬ 
ly  positive  figures  in  comparison 
with  other  countries  should  not 
make  Israelis  complacent:  more 
than  500  people  meet  their  deaths 
on  tbe  road  in  Israel  annually. 

However,  in  1994  there  was  a 
5%  drop  in  casualties,  compared 
to  1993,  although  the  number  of 
vehicles  increased  by  6%.  to 
1360,000.  However,  there  was  a 
4%  rise  in  the  number  of 
fatalities. 

According  to  ministry  figures, 
4%  of  accidents  were  caused  by 
failure  to  obey  traffic  signals  or 
by  tail-gating.  Only  53%  percent 
were  caused  by  speeding. 


“Word-it” 
Come  From? 


With  a  witty,  controversial  style. 
The  Merriam  Webster  New  Book 
ofWbrd  Histories  explains  the 
history  of  1500  words,  which 
reflect  the  many  ways  our  store 
of  words  has  expanded  ewer  the 
centuries  as  human  knowledge 
and  experience  have  changecL 
This  book  unearths  the  curious 
origins  of  words  both  exotic  and 
common  place  and  carries  the 
reader  from  continent  to 
continent  to  search  t>f  our  vast 
colorful  English  vocabulary. 
Softcower  526  pp. 

JP  Special  MS  41.00  inc. VAX 
packing  and  postage. 

7b:  Books.  The  Jerusalem  Post, 
FOB  SI .  Jerusalem  91 000 Tel. 
02-241282 

Please  send  me  Merrtam- 
Wfebster’s  New  Book  of  Ward 
Histories.  Enclosed  is  my  check 
forNlS41.  payable  to Tne 
Jerusalem  Post. 

Credit  card  payment  acceptable 
by  phone. 

Name _ 

Address - 


City. 
Code 
Tel.  _ 


Maybe  these  near-mortal 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Driver  killed  in  collision  with  truck 

One  person  was  killed  and  two  were  seriously  injured  near 
Kafr  Kassem  yesterday  when  a  truck  crashed  into  a  commercial 
vehicle  about  6  a.m.  Tbe  track  ran  a  stop  sign  and  hit  the 
commercial  vehicle,  whose  driver,  Eitan  Shoker,  18,  was  killed 
on  impact.  The  road  was  closed  for  two  hours  while 
emergency  crews  worked  at  the  scene.  Police  revoked  the  track 
driver's  license  for  90  days  pending  further  investigation.  him 

Train  fares  up  6%  on  some  lines 

Train  fares  on  some  lines  went  up  today  by  an  average  of  six 
percent.  Tbe  increase  in  fazes  reflects  increased  operating  costs 
in  tbe  last  few  months,  but  fores  are  still  10  to  20  percent  lower 
than  those  on  buses. 

Prices  of  monthly  passes  and  multiple-ride  tickets  will 
increase  proportionately  on  March  1. 

Bezek  unveils  ‘smart  card1 

Bczek  yesterday  unveiled  its  first  “smart  card”  containing  a 
computer  chip  that  can  be  “filled”  with  money  credits  and  other 
information.  The  card  will  be  tested  at  Bar-Ban  University, 
where  students,  faculty  end  visitors  will  be  able  to  buy  tbe  cards 
and  make  phone  calls,  purchase  soft  drinks,  send  faxes  and 
use  copy  machines  on  campus  with  money  credited  to  them 
directly  from  their  bank  account. 

Eventually,  smart  cards  are  expected  to  be  introduced  for  a 
variety  of  uses  throughout  the  country  to  replace  some  cash 
transactions  and  even  hold  medical  records. 

Jewish  Agency  official  to  head  JDC-lsraei 

Arnon  Mantver,  currently  director  of  the  Jewish  Agency’s 
aliya  department,  has  been  appointed  the  next  director  of  JDC- 
Israel.  He  will  assume  his  new'  position  in  the  summer,  the 
American  Jewish  Joint  Distribution  Committee,  announced 
yesterday  in  New  York. 

JDC -Israel  works  with  the  Israeli  government  and  public 
organizations  to  help  disadvantaged  population  groups  such  as 
new  immigrants.  Prof.  Jack  Habib,  the  present  director,  who 
was  seconded  to  the  Joint  for  four  years,  will  return  to  bis 
former  position  as  director  of  the  JDC  Brookdale  Institute  of 
Gerontology.  He  will  also  serve  as  chief  planning  adviser  to  the 
Joint  for  its  worldwide  operations. 

Weiss:  Land  returns  must  be  legislated 

Knesset  Speaker  Sbevah  Weiss  told  the  plenum  yesterday  that 
he  had  informed  Prime  Minister  Rabin  that  land  should  not 
have  been  returned  to  Jordan  before  legislation  was  passed. 

Weiss  praised  Likud  MK  Michael  Eitan  who  brought  up  the 
issue  on  Monday  as  an  urgent  motion.  Yesterday  Eitan  received 
a  letter  from  the  Attorney-General's  Office  clarifying  that 
“territorial  procedures  involving  the  exchange  of  land  should  be 
carried  out  via  legislation.” 

Gasoline  prices  rise  by  half  a  percent 

Gasoline  prices  rose  last  night  at  midnight  by  0.5  percent. 

Some  of  the  new  prices  are:  96  octane,  NIS  2.15  per  liter  (up 
from  NIS  2.14);  lead-free  95  octane,  NIS  2.09  per  liter 
(NIS  2.08).  Light  industrial  oQ  is  now  1  percent  cheaper  and 
heavy  industrial  oil  is  23  percent  cheaper. 

Tel  Aviv  casino  raided,  arrest  31 

Police  detectives  raided  a  Tel  Aviv  casino  yesterday,  arresting 
31  people,  including  players  and  managers,  who  were  in  the 
budding  on  Hamasger  Street. 

After  questioning,  all  but  nine  dealers  were  released.  Police 
said  the  casino  had  started  operating  recently,  and  they  found 
roulette  and  blackjack  tables  and  cash.  II  was  the  second 
casino  raid  in  the  past  week.  him 
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Oj  witness 
called  liar, 
‘groupie’ 


US  terror  trial 
defense  says 
client  entrapped 


i 


LOS  ANGELES  (AP)  -  to  an 
unparalleled  second  opening 
statement,  the  prosecutor  in  the 
OJ.  Simpson  case  attacked  the 
credibility  of  a  potential  defense 
witness,  calling  the  woman  a 
known  liar  and  a  Simpson  case 
groupie.” 

After  Deputy  District  Attor¬ 
ney  Marcia  Clark  made  her  brief 
rebuttal  statement,  the  prosecu- 
lion  presented  its  first  witness,  is  ,  fHRi| |  Sfe  «r 

Sharyn  Gilbert,  an  emergency 
dispatcher  for  the  Las  Angeles 
Department  who  handled 
a  call  from  the  Simpson  home  on 

New  Year’s  Day  1989.  m '  •' 

On  I  ’ 

Judge  Lance  Ito  punished  de-  ;  ^i~|p| 

fense  for 

nesses  from  the  prosecution.  And  .  .  .  '.  .  -. 

in  a  move  he  called  virtually  un-  ^ . ‘ :. 

precedented.  Ito  decided  to  allow  .-  -  \  -v '-&,&, 

prosecutors  make  an  addition-  ^ 

sEizUsss^  ■BSSE^ii. Z ZZ* zz. > «* —» ™ 

^rs:tr,C5^1E«?a2S^  ■ 

SS  120, 000  Europeans  flee  floods 

□leaded  innocent  to  charges  he  -  11II(1  cvmnnthv  with  some  areas, 

murdered  his  ex-wife,  Nicole  fRcmert  -  Over  Another  140,000  were  ordered  pressed  g®*J  .  s^j^Queen  The  Rhine,  which  reached  a 

Brown  Simpson,  and  her  waiter  ^^TERDAM  C^1  )  out  of  their  homes  in  east  Nether-  those  affected,  yg  10.69  metres  in  Cologne 

friend,  Ronald  Goldman,  outside  120000  have  ^  *“  £*  yesterday  afternoon.  .  on  Monday,  receded  a  shade  to 

Ms.  Simpson's  Brentwood  con-  Europe  The  biggest  civilian  M  ^  ^ophe  has  prompted  10.65  metres  and  vm  contmmng 

dominium  on  June  12  for  ^ n  ^  ^  of  thousands  in  more  ^  a  row  in  theP  Netherlands  over  to  fall  slowly  every  hour. 

Clark  used  only  about  half  yesterday  way  in  the  Netherlands  and  j^t  delays  in  strengthening  The  floods,  which  began  m 

her  allotted  10  ntreutesy^en^  ™*  rer  k«“rose  relendessly.  leas.  27  people  Hovedred  re  g— Cennany  last  week,  had  snb- 

10  rebut  some  parts  of  defense  '  uir-  noods  in  France,  Germany  and  N  estimates  exist  for  the  me™d  lares  parts  of  Colognes 

attorney  Johon.e  Cochran  Jr.  s  ,„  wp  meteorological  -a.®  Cs,  but  Ute  scale  of  .he  “iffow^f,^ tpilling  ove. 

0pec"arf  “d  alleged  tucon-  the  continent  mis  month^ing  The  ^  Dumb  evt^tdon  alooe  s^gs  „ 

sisicncies  in  the  statement  of  widespread  chaos  and  millions  f  ftrong  winds  il  will  be  hrm  excea  of  to  250  officiaIs  ia  states  along  tht 

Man,  Anne  Getchas,  one  of  sen-  dol‘^"?fh°^™veS^  ^  die  incJasing  tte  threat  to  the  conn-  rn.ll.oa  gmdora  (ti.47^  tfl  O  ^  ^  ^gm  accusing  ead 

eral  sutprise  witnesses  mentioned  Europe  s  great  system  of  dikes.  'TOn^ o£  .  nL-..  other  of  poor  management  ant 

last  irak  in  Cochran's  opening  Seme  ^Cml  buses,  army  tracks,  cara-  ^t  tag _  Dutch  floods  selfish  action  in  their  response  u 

“C'““  fflt  P*  1-  been  banned  along  many  S  Meraomlogists  say  Ihe  ateence  ■*»*■*  increasingl, 

them  Hispanics  -  running  from  wretches  for  fear  of  overwhelm-  .1  ^  formi4  refu-  this  year  erf  the  usual  “>4^  dear  that  decades  of  forcing  th 

near  the^me  scene  dte  nigh.  tagpmnMy  snerohed  **»««■  columns  reminsceat  of  World  ^  P^kets  over  northwestera  ^  tat0  „  ever-tigbter  cor* 

Ms  Simpson  and  Goldman  were  In  some  places  m  me  iNerne  b  Europe  -  due  to  complex  F»  ^  ^ed  it  into  a  massive  fa 

slate  lands,  the  Rhine  is  only  metes  War  ll.  sore  variations  m  the  upper  atoo-  easily  overflow. 

Chrk  said  Gerchas  told  a  away  from  causing  a  catastrophe.  Its  a  giganUc  exoou^  spherc  -  is  allowing  warm,  wetair  ““  y 

Lie-rh.  sjiu  ucivuaa  nffipiale  sav  Weeaa*  spoxesman  «  “»  r  Atlantic  to  sweep  unhin-  “\ye  have  been  raping  natnr 

friChh  *La  of"  Nb'  shnion’s  Around' 80,000  people  have  Arnhem  awj*  -tod  w  the  conttoent  for  40;yeais,”  apid. 

neighborhood  ■  f^tht  been  evacuated  from  towns  along  mg  ig^S  ■  -Heavy  rains  towwds  the  eod.of ..  ni,  environment,  minster  »: 

conid*  on  the  mg  the  Dutch  Rhine  and  up  to  40,000  evaaiatjon  smra  lm  -  1994  had  already  left  ^round  wa- '  Rhineland-Palatinate  state  wfier 

m“f&3„ed  Gerchas  ”one  of  others  have  left  areas  aitoood  riv-  Prime  im  W  ^  ^  ^  m^g  ^  Mosd  ^  ^  stretches  c 

comes  on.  of  ets  in  flte  southern  Wbrt*  ffi.tion^d?  address,  ox-  hns  compounded  the  problem  m  te  Rhine  overflowed, 

the  woodwork”.  beigw  _ _ _ _ — - - 


AMSTERDAM  (Reuter)  -  Over 
120,000  people  have  been  forced 
from  their  homes  by  some  of  the 
worst  floods  in  northern  Europe 
for  60  years  and  tens  of  thousands 
more  were  told  to  leave  yesterday 
as  water  levels  rose  relentlessly. 

Freak  weather  has  allowed  tor¬ 
rential  rainstorms  to  sweep  across 
the  continent  this  month,  causing 
widespread  chaos  and  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  damage. 

Europe’s  great  rivers  like  the 
Seine,  the  Meuse  and  the  Rhine 
are  in  spate  and  commercial  ship¬ 
ping  has  been  banned  along  many 
stretches  for  fear  of  overwhelm¬ 
ing  painfully  stretched  defenses. 

In  some  places  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  the  Rhine  is  only  inches 
away  from  causing  a  catastrophe, 
officials  say. 

Around  .80,000  people  have 
been  evacuated  from  towns  along 
the  Dutch  Rhine  and  up  to  40,000 
others  have  left  areas  around  liv¬ 
ers  in  the  southern  Netherlands, 
Belgium  and  Germany. 


Another  140,000  were  ordered 
out  of  their  homes  in  east  Nether¬ 
lands  yesterday  afternoon. 

The  biggest  civilian  evacuation 
in  more  than  40  years  is  under 
way  in  the  Netherlands  and  at 
least  27  people  have  died  in 
floods  in  France,  Germany  and 
the  Low  Countries. 

The  Dutch  meteorological 
agency  is  forecasting  more  rain 
for  yesterday,  with  strong  winds 
increasing  the  threat  to  the  coun¬ 
try's  system  of  dikes. 

Care,  buses,  army  trucks,  cara¬ 
vans,  tractors,  trailers  and  bicy¬ 
cles  crowded  on  to  soaking  roads 
in  the  Netherlands,  forming  refu¬ 
gee  columns  reminscent  of  World 
War  n. 

"It’s  a  gigantic  exodus,  said 
Rob  Weeda,  spokesman  at  the 
Arnhem  crisis  centre  coordinat- 


pressed  profound  sympathy  with 
those  affected,  saying  Queen 
Beatrix  would  visit  the  areas  to¬ 
day  and  tomorrow  morning. 

The  catastrophe  has  prompted 
a  row  in  the  Netherlands  oyer 
persistent  delays  in  strengthening 
the  nation’s  dikes. 

No  cost  estimates  exist  for  die 
latest  floods,  but  the  scale  of  the 
Dutch  evacuation  alone  suggests 
it  will  be  far  in  excess  of  the  250 
million  guilders  (S147  million) 
worth  of  damage  caused  by  the 
last  big  Dutch  floods  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1993. 

Meteorologists  say  the  absence 
this  year  of  the  usual  cold,  heavy 
air  pockets  over  northwestern 
Europe  -  due  to  complex  pres¬ 
sure  variations  in  the  upper  atmo¬ 
sphere  -  is  allowing  warm,  wet  air 
from  the  Atlantic  to  sweep  unhin- 


™  the  continent;  -  -  - 

ing  the  country  svug  .  „Heaw  rains  towards  the  end 


evacuation  since  1953. 

Prime  Minister  Wim  Kok, 
speaking  to  parliament  in  a  tele¬ 
vised  nationwide  address,  ex- 


.IA4MJ  V»v»  —— — -  -  . 

'  "Heavy,  rams  towards  the  end-.oi 
1994  had  already  left  ground  wa¬ 
ter  levels  high  and  melting  snow 
has  compounded  the  problem  in 


some  areas.  ,  ^  . 

The  Rhine,  which  reached  a 
record  10.69  metres  in  Cologne 
on  Monday,  receded  a  shade  to 
10.65  metres  and  was  continuing  & 
to  fell  slowly  every  hour.  JJ 

The  floods,  which  began  in  Q. 

Gennany  last  week,  had  sub-  n 

merged  large  parts  of  Cologne’s 
old  town  after  spilling  over  d 
barriers. 

Officials  in  states  along  the  s 
Rhine  have  begun  accusing  each  v 

other  of  poor  management  and  c 

selfish  action  in  their  response  to  a 
the  floods.  1 

But  it  became  increasingly 
clear  that  decades  of  forcing  die 
Rhine  into  an  ever-tigbter  corset 
have  turned  it  into  a  massive  fun¬ 
nel  that  can  easily  overflow, 

“We  have  been  raping  nature  _ 
for  4(X  years,”  ^d.KfctocIia‘M®ti- 
.  ni,  environment  miijistef  in.  Tl.: 
'  Rhirielahd-Palatinate  state  where 
the  Mosel  and  middle  stretches  of 
the  Rhine  overflowed. 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  -  A  Sndan^  s 
immigrant  accused  of  pas1”"  2 
minding  .a  terrorist  conspiracy  to  e 

blow  New  York  Oty  land-  « 

marts  ^  manipulated  and  en-  i 
trapped  by  a  government  inform-  ( 
er,  his  lawyer  said  yesterday- 

Opening  statements  continnon  i 

yesterday  in  the  nation’s  lagest 
terrorism  case  ever.  Twelve  Mos-  i 
lem  fundamentalists  are  (±aT^ 

with  planning  a  tenor  campaign 
Kwttta  the  United  States 
to  change  its  Middle  East  pohey.  . 

The  indictment  says  that  Egyp* 
tian  Sheik  Omar  Abdel-Rahman 
was  the  spiritual  leader  oj  ^tne 
group,  and  Siddig  Ibrahim  Siddfg 
Ali,  a  Sudanese,  masterminded 
the  actual  plot. 

Siddig  All’s  attorney,  Jerry 
Tritz,  told  the  jmy  yesterday  fat 
his  client  was  controlled  by  the 
government’s  leading  witness,  • 
Emad  Salem,  a  former  Egyptian 
army  officer  who  was  working  as 
an  informant  for  the  FBI.  .  ^ 

“Siddig  Ali  was  entrapped. 
Trite  said.  “Siddig  Ali  did  engage 
1  in  conduct  which  afl  of  you  wm 
find  terribly  offensive.  The  dock 

cannot  be  tamed  back.  ■_  ■ 

“But  at  whose  bidding  were 
these  terrible  acts  performed?’ ^ * 

Trite  accused  Salem  of  manu¬ 
facturing  and  orchestrating  .the  . 

terror  plot. ' 

Each  of  the  12  defense  lawyers 
-  one  for  each  defendant  ^  was  to  - 
give  opening  -statements.  So  fa, 
the  defense  Lawyers  havc-  at- 
tacked  Salem  for  his  activitibs- 
once  he  infiltrated  Abdel-Rah- 
man’s  inner  circle  and  secretly 
’  taped  his  conversations  with  .  the 
r  defendants. 

Salem  surprised  .prosecutors 
e  soon  after  the  men  were  arrested 
a  when  he  revealed  ins  had  .also  se- 
i  cretly  recorded  his  FBI .  haadkss 
o  and  had  passed  along  information 
to  the  Egyptian  government, 
y  In  his  opening  statement, '  Asr 


sistant  US  Attorney  Robert  Khu- 

^acknowledged i-M 

crament  had  paid  Salem  SI 
million  to  infiltrate  the  shefe’s  m- 
nercircle  and  record  his 

op  the  United  NaXl0ias’ 

York  FBI  headquarters,  and  two 
£mtar  and  a  bridge  cocnectmg 
Manhattan  wife  New  Jersey  m  a 
single  “day  of  tenor” 

a  broader  conspiracy  m  a .cast 
about  war”  agamst  the  United 

^Prosecutors  say  fa ,  Feb- 
1993,  bombing,  of  ‘he^World 
Trade  Censer  was  also  part  of  the 
conspiracy.  Three  followers  of 
Abdel-Rahman  and  a  fourth  man 
were  convicted  last  year  m  fa 
bombing  and  were  sentenced  to 
life  in  prison  without  parole.  . 


The  defendants  also  allegedly  C 
plotted  io  assassinate  Egyptian 
President  Hosni  Mobarak  and. 
kidnap  former  President  Nixon  , 
and  Henry  Kissinger.  They,  fae  . 

life  in  prison  if  convicted.  .■ 

Abdel-Rahman,  who  is  blind 
and  diabetic,  chuckled  as  fa  gov-  *> 
enunent  outlined  its  case  for  fa  ^ 

^Hfe  attorney,  Lynne  Stewart,  * 
said  fa  56-year-old  Islamic  fa-  . 
damentalist  may  have  disagreed  , 

with  US  policies  but  never  am- 
spired  to  harm  the  country.  ^  , 
said  he  tame  to  America  m  199U 
to  escape,  persecution  in  EgypL 
:  where  he  was  arrested  and  treat¬ 
ed  brutally  for  his  outspokenness,  -i 
“Dr.  Abdel-Rahman  came  -J 
here  to  preach,  to  have  a  palpal, 
to  speak  freely  and  practice  his  ^ 
rriigfan  wttbout  ending  up  in  jail  *- 
and  gpess  what,  he  ended  up  in 
jaf  Stewart  said. .  •  J 

Prosecutors  .said  the  (Say  or  t. 
mass  bloodshed  was  intended  to 
punish  the. United  States  for  its 

support  of  Israd  and  Egypt. 
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ALGIERS  (AP)  -  The  suicide 
bomber  whose  explosive-laden 
car  killed  40  people  in  a  down¬ 
town  street  appeared  to  be  at¬ 
tempting  a  direct  strike  at  the 
main  police  station,  Algiers 
newspapers  said  yesterday. 

The  stolen  car  blew  up  yester¬ 
day  afternoon  in  front  of  fa  po¬ 
lice  station  on  a  major  commer¬ 
cial  street  crowded  with  people 
preparing  for  the  Islamic  holiday 
of  Ramadan.  The  bombing,  by 
far  the  worst  during  a  three-insur¬ 
gency  by  Moslem  militants, 
wounded  286  people,  76  of  them 
still  hospitalized  yesterday. 

President  Uamine  Zeroual  vis¬ 
ited  some  of  fa  injured  at  Musta- 
pha  Hospital  State  TV  showed 
him  trying  to  comfort  a  woman 
who  told  him  through  tears,  “Do 
something.  We  are  the 
innocents.”  #  . 

Zeroual  reiterated  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  hold  presidential  elections 
this  year  despite  the  violence  and 
despite  apposition  from  all  main 
political  parties,  including  the 
outlawed  fundamentalist 
movement. 

The  president,  installed  by  mil¬ 
itary  authorities  without  an  elec- 
tion,  also  vowed  to  “fight  terror¬ 
ism  until  it  is  eradicated” 

“This  inhuman  action,  aimed 
at  innocent  citizens  including 
women  and  children,  is  proof  that 
these  criminals,  traitors  and  mer¬ 
cenaries  have  only  one  goal  —  to 
destroy  Algeria,”  he  sakL 


The  car  contained  more  than 
100  kg  of  explosives  and  was  driv¬ 
en  by  a  “volunteer  of  death,” 
security  forces  said  It  was  the 
fust  reported  suicide  bombing  in 
Algeria  since  fa  conflict  began 
in  January  1992. 

No  one  immediately  claimed 
responsibility.  The  security  forces 
blamed  the  fundamentalist  guer¬ 
rillas  seeking  to  topple  the  army- 
backed  government  and  install  an 
Islamic  stale. 

The  six-story  police  station  was 
badly  damaged,  and  newspapers 
said  several  police  officers  stand¬ 
ing  guard  were  killed  Seanity 
forces  declined  to  release  police 
casualty  figures. 

More  than  15,000  people  -  in¬ 
cluding  about  80  foreigners  - 
have  been  killed  in  fighting  be¬ 
tween  the  militants  and  security 
forces  since  January  1992. 

The  car  bomb  incinerated  nu¬ 
merous  vehicles  and  shattered 
windows  in  buildings  several 
blocks  away.  Downtown  busi¬ 
nesses  were  especially  crowded  in 
anticipation  of  the  monthlong 
Ramadan  holiday,  which  starts 
today. 

Most  of  those  injured  were  pe¬ 
destrians,  including  many  women 
and  children.  Numerous  other 
victims  were  aboard  a  passing  bus 
that  was  ignited  by  the  blast. 

The  car  that  contained  the 
bomb  was  reduced  to  a  heap  of 
twisted'  metal.  State  radio  said  it 
was  a  white  Fiat  stolen  Monday  - 


Tenacious 
hold  that 

GROZNY  (Renter)  -  Russian 
forces  kept  up  their  bombard¬ 
ment  of  Chechen  positions  in  fa 
breakaway  region’s  capital  Groz¬ 
ny  yesterday^  but  independence 
fighters  fought  back  without  los¬ 
ing  ground. 

The  devastated  city,  under 
fierce  attack  by  fa  Russians  for 
more  than  four  weeks,  echoed 
with  fa  boom  of  Russian  big 
guns  which  rained  shells  down  on 
the  Minntka  district  in  the  city 
centre  where  Chechen  gnerriDas 
are  stHl  active. 

Russian  news  agencies  also  re¬ 
ported  shelling  of  the  southern 
suburbs  of  Chernorecbiye  and 
Novye  Aldy,  largely  civilian  dis¬ 
tricts,  consistently  targeted  since 
January  26  though  residents  say 
Chechen  fighters  hold  no  posi¬ 
tions  there. 

Battles  were  also  reported  at 
fa  main  railway  station  and  near 
Khankala  airport  just  outside  fa 
city. 

The  official  Itar-Tass  news 
agency  in  Moscow  said  artillery 
fire  had  been  stepped  up  since 
yesterday  morning  as  Russian 
forces  prepared  for  a  “conclusive 
stage”  of  fair  campaign  to  break 
the  North  Caucasus  territory’s 
bid  for  independence. 

Other  battles  have  also  been 
reported  in  Samashki,  about  35 
km  (20  miles)  west  of.  Grozny 
along  a  road  which  many  refu¬ 
gees  have  taken  to  flee  the  fight¬ 
ing  into  neighboring  Ingushetia. 

Reuter  correspondent  Richard 
Balmforth,  who  passed  through 
Samashki  early  yesterdayj  saw  a 


Russian  armored  personnel  earn¬ 
er  lying  ;by  tbc  road,  apparently  r 
inn  apart  by  an  anti-tank  weap¬ 
on  or  grenade  launcher.  ■ 

Chechen  fighters  smd  fa  per¬ 
sonnel  carrier  was  part  of  a  con-  • 
voy  which  had  rumbled  through  ^ 
the  region  towards  Grozny  on  , 
Monday.  ”  v 

The  Russian  government’s 
press  service  said  moves  were  un-  . 
der  way  to  prepare  for  the  final  ? 
stage  of  the  military  operation  H 
but  fhgrfiens  remained  defiant 
It  said  the  “resistance  of  fa  j 
illegal  armed  formations”  was  ■, 
not  weakening- 

The  fight  by  separatist  Presi- 
dent  Dzhokhar  Dudayev's  forces 
looked  certain  to  increase  Krem-  ^ 

;  lin  discomfort .  President  Boris 
Yeltsin  said  publicly  two  weeks  ' 
ago  that  the  miliary  side  of  fa 
campaign  .was  in  its  final  stage.  } 
Military  experts  say  if  is  clear  ^ 
fa  Chechen  fighters  still  control 
strategic  parts  of  fa  city,  inctad-:  ” 
ing  Mirnttka  and  positions  south  v 
of  fa  Sunzha  river.  f*. 

In  a  sign  ,  of  the  military  cost  of 
fa  campaign, '  launched  -  (to  -  De- .-  _ 
cember  11,  Interfax  news  agency  r 
quoted  a  Defense  Ministry  stwice  ^ 
as  saying  608  Russian  ground  and  I  T 
airborne  troops  have  been  MEaT  £ 
:  and  about  2,250  had  been  ,2 
wounded.  p 

-The  stiff  resistance  of  the. Che-  a 
chen  fighters,  launched  from  i 
basements  and  back-streets  of  fa 
shattered  city,  has  dashed  Rus-  • ' 
sian  hopes  of  quickly  taking  fa  i 
city  after  fa  capture  of  the  presi-  'l 
deuial  palace  on  January  19.  '  ^ 


Ecuador  said  accepting 
ceasefire  in  Peru  war 
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QUITO  (AP)  -  Ecuador  said  yes¬ 
terday  it  had  accepted  a  cease¬ 
fire  with  Peru  to  seek  a  peaceful 
end  to  border  clashes  that  have 
killed  dozens  of  soldiers.  But 
Peru  later  said  it. had  not  yet  ac¬ 
cepted  the  trace. 

Ecuador’s  President  Slxto 
Duran-Ballan  said  his  representa¬ 
tive  to  a  diplomats’  meeting  in 
Brazil  would  not  take  part  in  talks 
later  yesterday  if  Pent  did  not 


But  Rosa  Jimenez,  a  spokes-  ^ 
woman  for  Peru’s  Foreign  Minis-  ' 
try,  said  in  Lima  mat  fa  Penxvi- 
an  government  would  propose 
that  both  countries  immediately  ,i 
resume  marking  the  border.  J 

In  Quito,  a  foreign  ministry  *! 
communique  said  earlier  y ester- 
.day  fa  cease-fire  would  take  ef-  1. 
feet  at  noon  (1700  GMT).  The  >, 
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later  yesterday  if  Peru  did  not  reP°rted  accord  was  reached 
agree  in  advance  to  a  halt  m  hbs-  -fa  mediation  of  Argen-  -? 

tilities  in  the  remote  Jungle  S”3’  Brazil»  Chile  and. fa  United ..*) 

re^on.  States,  it  said.  H 

do“»  Pe™.  Ecuador  and  ihefbnr^ 

5  b0!*  -  countries  would  form  a  canmis-v^- 

C-a  effect**’  si?n-  to  Jnoimor  a  cease-fe  fa  -3 
Duran-Ballen  said.  We  will  sit  minisrrw  colri  r«_J. _ 

4L. _ _  » 


down  to  talk  fa 


Peru,  Ecuador  and .  the  Four ' 
countries  would  form  a-  cfflnmfi*''  ^ 
sion  to  jnonhor  a  ce^e-fire^  fa  ,  ii 
ministry  said.  Further  details  on  k. 
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Bahrain  unrest  PLO-linked  paper  backs  Beit  Lid  attack 


a  passing  storm’ 


youssef  azmeh 


MANAMA 


A  spate  of  anti-government 
agitation  and  arson  has 
raised  questions  about 
™*  oljrability  of  Bahrain’s  ruling 
elite,  but  diplomats  and  residents 
™  the  Golf  island  state  are  con¬ 
vinced  the  government  has  little 
to  fear. 

They  said  the  unrest,  confined 
almost  exclusively  to  villages  of 
the  island's  historically  restive 
Shiite  community,  appears  to 
have  run  out  of  steam. 

‘The  government  was  never 
under  threat...  these  were  mainly 
pinpricks,”  one  diplomat  said. 

Minor  incidents  were  reported 
by  residents  over  the  weekend  in 
one  or  two  villages,  where  most 
of  the  rioting  erupted  over  the 
past  two  months. 

They  said  a  heavy  police  pres¬ 
ence  might  have  deterred  poten¬ 
tial  troublemakers  -  a  measure  of 
v>e  government’s  success  in  sup¬ 
pressing  the  unrest. 

Youths  trying  to  mark  the  40th 
day  after  the  death  of  a  man  in 
clashes  with  the  police  early  in 
December  -  the  40th  day  is  an 
important  religious  occasion  for 
Shi’ites  -  were  prevented  from 
doing  so  and  a  few  were  arrested. 

“We  were  watching  ont  for  the 
weekend...  very  little  happened, 
which  is  reassuring  to  the  expatri¬ 
ates  worried  about  a  resumption 
of  the  trouble,”  one  Western  dip¬ 
lomat  said. 

The  government  blames  incite¬ 
ment  by  militant  clerics  for  the 
troubles  in  which  five  people,  in¬ 
cluding  a  policeman,  were  killed. 

A  sixth  man,  seriously  injured 
in  previous  riots,  died  in  hospital 
this  week,  residents  said. 

The  Sunni-dominated  govern¬ 
ment  this  month  deported  four 
Iranian-trained  clerics,  all  in  their 
late  twenties  or  early  thirties,  in¬ 
cluding  Sheikh  Ali  Salman  whose 
arrest  on  December  5  sparked 
the  riots. 

The  emir.  Sheikh  Isa  bin  Sul- 


man  Khalifa,  has  blamed  “for¬ 
eign  quarters"  for  the  troubles,  a 
reference  to  radical  Iran  whose 
media  have  been  broadcasting 
wildly  exaggerated  claims  about 
the  extent  of  the  unrest  and  the 
resulting  deaths. 

Ali  Salman  and  the  other  de¬ 
portees  apparently  all  studied  at 
religious  seminaries  in  the  Irani¬ 
an  holy  city  of  Qom. 

Government  sources  say  some 
of  those  involved  in  the  unrest 
trained  with  revolutionary  guards 
in  Iran  or  at  camps  in  Lebanon. 

Opposition  sources  say  up  to 
2,000  people  have  been  arrested 
since  the  unrest  started,  many 
held  for  only  a  few  days. 

Several  hundred  remain  in 
prison. 

But  the  arrests  have  not  de¬ 
terred  a  revival  of  political  life  in 
the  island  state  that  is  unusually 
buzzing  with  political  gossip.  Po¬ 
litical  parties  are  banned. 

“The  barrier  of  fear  has  been 
broken,"  one  opposition  source 
said  of  the  debates  in  Bahrain 
where  political  discussion  was 
virtually  taboo  until  recently  be¬ 
cause  people  feared  the  long  arm 
of  the  security  forces. 

Opposition  figures  in  Bahrain 
see  the  unrest  as  part  of  a  wider 
movement  for  democracy  in  the 
state  that  lies  a  few  kilometers  off 
Saudi  Arabia's  richest  oil  produc¬ 
ing  region. 

They  say  they  have  so  far  gath¬ 
ered  21,000  signatures  on  a  peti¬ 
tion  calling  for  the  restoration  of 
the  elected  parliament  that  was 
dissolved  20  years  ago. 

This  is  a  relatively  large  num¬ 
ber  in  small  country  with  a  native 
population  of  less  than  400,000. 

The  petition,  the  second  to  be 
organized  in  two  years,  has  yet  to 
be  presented. 

But  the  1992  petition  was  re¬ 
jected  and  diplomats  expect  the 
new  one  will  suffer  the  same  fate. 

(Reuter) 


Devout  Moslems  prefer 
‘Islamic’  insurance 
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WESTERN-style  life  in¬ 
surance,  dismissed  by 
some  devout  Moslems 
as  immoral,  is  feeing  serious  com¬ 
petition  from  Islamic  insurers. 

Recent  surveys  show  that  Is¬ 
lamic  insurance,  similar  in  its  op¬ 
eration  to  mutual  funds,  is  gam¬ 
ing  ground  in  the  Gulf. 

Saudi  Arabia  has  five  Islamic 
insurance  companies,  the  United 
Arab  Emirates  two  and  Bahrain 
and  Qatar  one  each. 

The  Qatar  Islamic  Insurance 
Company,  a  general  insurance 
company  with  a  capital  of  20  mil¬ 
lion  riyals  ($7.6  million)  started 
operating  on  January  1- 
Anotber  newcomer,  the  Du¬ 
bai-based  Islamic  Insurance 
Company,  says  it  offers  an  “Is¬ 
lamic  alternative  to  life  insur¬ 
ance,”  but  has  given  no  details. 

Western-style  fife  insurance  is 
rejected  by  Moslem  purists  as 
gambling,  pawning  or  nsury. 
Some  hard-fine  scholars  even  ar¬ 
gue  that  fife  insurance  is  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  defy  fate  -  a  sin  for 
}  Moslems  who  believe  that  man's 
future  is  predetermined  by  God. 

But  insurers  challenge  the 
view.  “There  is  no  similarity  be¬ 
tween  gambling  and  life  insur¬ 
ance  because  the  risk  and  certain¬ 
ty  of  death  already  exists  and  is 
therefore  nonspecula tive,"  said  a 
study  by  Ajmal  Bhatty,  business 
development  manager  of  the 
Bahrain-based  Arab  Insurance 
Group  (ARIG). 

“Our  existence  as  a  life  insur¬ 
ance  industry  is  based  on  our  be¬ 
lief  in  fate,”  said  Elias  Fakhoury , 
American  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany's  Gulf  chief. 

“We  do  not  provide  insurance 


against  death  as  nobody  can  do 
this...  the  concept  of  life  insur¬ 
ance  is  that  of  the  economic  hu¬ 
man  value,”  he  added. 

Islamic  insurance  says  it  works 
on  tile  principle  of  profit-sharing 
(modoroba),  in  which  premiums 
are  invested  in  instruments  ap¬ 
proved  by  Islamic  shari'a  law  and 
returns  on  investment  are  not 
predetermined. 

In  a  modoroba  contract,  partic¬ 
ipants  invest  a  fixed  sum  for  a 
fixed  term  to  be  distributed  be¬ 
tween  an  investment  fund  and  a 
so-called  solidarity  (takaful) 
fund,  say  10  percent  of  the  total, 
which  is  the  life-insurance  side  of 
the  contract. 

There  is  no  direct  return  from  a 
lakafid  contract  but  contributors 
get  their  money  back  from  this 
cooperative-type  fund  in  case  of 
need,  such  as  accident  or  death. 
Heirs  are  recognized  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  Islamic  shari'a. 

Western-style  insurance  firms 
feel  that  the  market  in  Golf  states 
is  unresponsive  since  fife  insur¬ 
ance  is  offered  as  an  “added  bo¬ 
nus”  to  the  more  popular  pension 
and  medical-insurance  schemes. 

Based  on  latest  published  fig¬ 
ures,  annual  per-capita  spending 
on  life  insurance  in  the  Gulf  re¬ 
gion  ranges  from  a  low  of  $3  in 
the  UAE  to  a  maximum  of  $14  in 
Kuwait  -  compared  with  $1,645 
in  Japan,  $1,635  in  the  US.  and 
$530  in  the  European  Union. 

“People  may  reject  fife  insur¬ 
ance,  but  can  they  reject  a  check 
delivered  to  a  widow  or  a  widow¬ 
er  every  month. ..  a  freedom  from 
twin  fears  of  living  too  long  or 
dying  too  soon?”  Fakboury 
asked.  (Reuter) 


US  may  broaden  war  on  terror  funding 


THE  Clinton  administration 
may  expand  its  drive 
against  terrorism  by  seizing 
the  interest  on  frozen  bank  assets 
of  Libya  and  others  accused  of 
sponsoring  terrorism,  officials 
said  this  week. 

The  interest  could  amount  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 
Last  week.  President  Clinton 
froze  the  bank  deposits  and  other 
assets  of  12  groups  and  18  indi¬ 
viduals  to  try  to  keep  them  from 
operating  and  raising  money  m 

the  US.  .  .  .. 

Administration  officials  saw  it 
was  too  early  to  estimate  how 
much  money  had  been  *«»?- 
But  they  confirmed  a  report  in 
USA  Today  that  the  administra¬ 
tion  may  take  the  farther  step  of 

seizing  the  interest  on  froze” 
bank  assets  of  several  countries 
accused  of  sponsoring  terrorism^ 
“The  idea  is  in  its  infaqcy. 


said  one  official.  “But  it  is  being 
considered." 

On  Capitol  Hill,  the  reception 
was  positive  but  guarded. 

“We’re  supportive  of  the  con¬ 
cept,  in  general,”  said  Marc 
Thiessen,  spokesman  for  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Foreign  Relations  Commit¬ 
tee.  “It  depends  on  some  legal 
questions  and  what  would  hap¬ 
pen  to  the  money.” 

Thiessen  stud  using  the  interest 
for  rewards  to  apprehend  terror¬ 
ists  would  be  acceptable. 

Libya’s  assets  were  frozen  in 
1986.  The  US  has  been  trying 
•since  1988  to  get  Libya  to  hand 
over  two  temor  suspects. 

Qmton  is  due  to  send  Congress 
legislation  this  week  as  part  of  Ins 
broadened  campaign  against  ter¬ 
rorism.  Ten  Moslem-  fundamen¬ 
talist  and  two  militant  Jewish 
groups  were  named  in  his  order 
last  week.  (AP) 


THE  London-based  al-Quds 
al-Arabi  newspaper  has 
close  ties  with  the  PLO  and 
expresses  the  views  of  the  leader¬ 
ship. 

On  January  23,  in  an  editorial 
signed  by  Abed  Ejbari  Atuan,  it 
praised  the  terrorist  attack  at  Beit 
Lid  and  emphasized  the  follow¬ 
ing  points: 

•  What  can  Palestinian  police  or 
others  do  against  “young  men  at 
their  peak  who  have  decided  to 
sacrifice  their  Jives  in  the  defease 
of  the  rights  and  the  honor  of 
their  people?" 

•  The  most  important  thing  is 
that  it  took  place  outside  of  the 
sphere  of  influence  of  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  Authority,  and  the  areas 
within  which  the  Palestinian  Po¬ 
lice  operate.  Therefore  it  does 
not  embarrass  the  police  or  the 
Authority. 

This  is  the  text  of  the  article: 
“There  are  increasing  calls  in 
Israel  to  freeze  the  talks  with  the 
Palestinians  which  are,  after  the 
fact,  supposedly  successful,  and 
from  which  the  Palestinians  are 
supposedly  satisfied  and  benefit¬ 
ing  from  their  continuation.  This 
is  a  protest  against  the  suicide 
action  carried  out  by  the  Islamic 
Jihad  movement,  the  result  of 
which  was  the  death  of  18  Israeli 


Algerian 
Ramadan 
starts  in 
blood 


Jerusalem  Post  staff 
and  agencies 

THE  Algerian  Islamic  Salva¬ 
tion  Army's  weekend  call 
for  increased  slaughter 
during  the  holy  month  of  Rama¬ 
dan  was  swiftly  underscored 
when  dozens  were  killed  and 
hundreds  wounded  in  Monday's 
devastating  car'  bomb  attack  on 
the  capital's  Amirouche  Street. 

“If  the  authorities  are  preoccu¬ 
pied  today  with  the  security  situa¬ 
tion,  they  should  wait  to  see  even 
more  dining  this  month,  because 
the  battle  will  _be  great,"  Ai- 
Hayai  aT  A  rabia  newspaper  pro¬ 
phetically  quoted  the  AIS  as  say¬ 
ing  Sunday  in  a  call  to  its  terrorist 
partisans. 

Sunday  was  also  a  day  on 
which  thousands  of  Algerians 
marched  in  the  capital  city  to  con¬ 
demn  the  bloodshed  and  slaugh¬ 
ter  of  tiie  conflict  pitting  the 
army-backed  authorities  against 
Moslem  fundamentalists. 

As  the  chants  of  “No  to  terror¬ 
ism”  rang  out  along  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  seafront,  the  newspaper 
published  its  dire  and  prophetic 
warning  that  an  even  greater  lev¬ 
el  of  killings  was  planned  for  Feb- 
maiy  —  Ramadan. 

The  AIS  is  the  armed  wing  of 
the  outlawed  Islamic  Salvation 
Front  (FIS),  which  in  January 
joined  other  opposition  politi¬ 
cians  in  signing  a  peace  plan  ham¬ 
mered  out  in  Rome. 

The  authorities  blame  the  AIS 
for  many  killings,  but  its  blood¬ 
shed  is  overshadowed  by  that  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  Armed  Islamic 
Group  (G1A)  which  last  month 
hijacked  an  Air  France  plane. 

The  AIS  order  provided  a  som¬ 
ber  backdrop  to  Sunday’s  march, 
attended  by  an  estimated  10,000 
people  (150,000  according  to 


soldiers  and  the  wounding  of  62 
[sic]- 

“The  freeze  oq  the  negotia¬ 
tions  has  become  a  demand  of  the 
Palestinians  and  Arabs,  and  a 
move  like  this  by  the  Israelis  will 
please  many  people  in  the  territo¬ 
ries  and  outside  them,  because 
the  negotiations  have  become  a 
heavy  burden  and  a  brutal  and 
debasing  activity  for  those  in¬ 
volved  in  it. 

“From  the  Israeli  reactions  - 
both  government  and  opposition 
-  it  appears  that  the  Israelis,  who 
believe  that  they  are  smarter  and 
more  advanced,  expect  the  Pales¬ 
tinians  to  send  them  roses  and 
flowers  each  time  that  they  build 
a  settlement,  expand  another 
one.  kill  an  Arab  demonstrator, 
or  confiscate  land. 

“We  find  it  hard  to  understand 
why  the  Rabin  government  wants 
to  take  revenge  against  the  weak 
and  poor  Palestinian  Authority, 
to  freeze  the  talks  with  it.  It 
makes  one  think  that  the  most 
important  thing  for  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  Police  to  do  -  poorly  trained 
and  armed  though  it  is  -  is  to 
protect  Israelis  and  settlers  in  Ne- 
tanya  and  Tel  Aviv. 

“What  can  they  or  others  do 
against  young  men  at  their  peak, 
wbo  have  decided  to  sacrifice ' 


their  lives  in  the  defense  of  the 
rights  and  the  honor  of  their  peo¬ 
ple,  wbo  endure  abuse  each  day 
in  negotiations,  at  the  border 
crossings,  and  at  most  of  the  air¬ 
ports  and  Arab  seaports? 

“The  action  in  Netanya  dem¬ 
onstrated  good  preparation,  a 
high  spirit  of  sacrifice,  and  the 
ability  of  simple  people  in  camps 
full  of  starvation  and  poverty  to 
be  victorious  against  the  Israeli 
intelligence  authorities.  These 
are  renowned  in  the  world  and 
are  cited  as  an  example  for  their 
efficiency  and  abilities. 

“This  action,  therefore,  is  a  re¬ 
action  to  the  construction  of  set¬ 
tlements  in  Jerusalem  and  the 
West  Bank. 

“This  reaction  is  a  billion  times 
stronger  that  the  declarations  of 
the  Jerusalem  Conference  and 
the  decisions  of  the  Alexandria 
Conference. 


“The  most  important  thing  is 
that  it  took  place  outside  of  the 
sphere  of  influence  of  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  Authority,  and  the  areas 
within  which  the  Palestinian  Po¬ 
lice  operates., 

“Therefore'  it  does  not  embar¬ 
rass  the  Authority. 

“Apparently,  it  represents  a 
type  of  pressure  in  the  Authori¬ 
ty’s  favor  in  the  negotiations  -  if 
they  are  to  continue. 

“The  Rabin  government, 
which  held  an  emergency  session 
the  moment  that  it  heard  about 
the  action,  will  make  the  very 
same  mistake  that  it  made  after 
previous  attacks,  namely,  dosing 
the  occupied  territories  and  pre¬ 
venting  Arab  cars  and  workers 
from  entering  the  territory  whicb^, 
was  conquered  in  1948. 

“Such  solutions  to  a  political 
issue  will  not  prevent  suicide 
actions. 

“Instead  they  will  heighten 
them,  because  they  will  lead  to 
losses,  suffering,  despair  and  ad¬ 
ditional  anger. 

“The  effective  response  to 
such  violence  is  to  withdraw  from 
the  Arab  territories,  to  begin  to 
remove  the  settlements,  and  to 
guarantee  the  conditions  for  true 
coexistence  under  true  peace. 

“We  do  not  believe  that  the 


Rabin  government  wants  this; 
otherwise  it  would  honor  its  sig¬ 
nature  on  the  Oslo  Agreement, 
which  proposed  concessions 
which  they  had  never  dreamed 
of. 

“It  is  possible  to  learn  several 
lessons  from  this  advanced  action 
-  advanced  in  the  sense  of  both 
its  nature  and  meaning. 

“The  most  important  is  that 
Israeli  soldiers  were  the  target  - 
they  who  killed  and  wounded 
hundreds  of  Palestinians  in  the 
course  of  the  intifada  and  who 
papered  over  and  encouraged  the 
massacres  which  were  carried  out 
by  the  settlers  in  the  Alabrahami 
mosque  [Hebron]  and  al-Aksa 
Mosque  against  innocent 
believers. 

“Israel  can  close  the  territo¬ 
ries,  freeze  the  negotiations,  and 
renew  the  policy  of  collective 
punishment. 

“But  it  cannot,  under  any 
terms,  prevent  young  people  in 
the  territories  from  blowing 
themselves  up  among  soldiers 
and  their  patrols  now  or  in  the 
future,  as  long  as  it  refuses  to 
learn  the  lesson  which  was  expe¬ 
rienced  by  every  colonial  author¬ 
ity  in  the  past. 

“Any  other  attitude  will  be  as 
effective  as  treading  water." 


L.  - - -  ■  —  — . 

Thousands  march  in  Algeria’s  capital  city  this  week  to  protest  terrorist  acts  by  Moslem  ftindamentaiists 


(AP) 


state  TV  exaggeration). 

Protected  by  a  heavy  force  of 
police  as  well  as  ambulances  and 
firetrucks,  the  crowd  predictably 
chanted  in  support  of  President 
Li  a  mine  Zeroual  as  well  as  for  a 
“free  and  democratic  Algeria.” 

“Anny,  people  with  yon  Zer¬ 
oual,"  they  said,  canying  ban¬ 
ners  reading  “No  to  terrorism" 
and  “Yes  to  presidential  elec¬ 
tions,”  promised  by  Zeroual  this 
year. 

Another  banner  criticized  the 
Rome  talks.  Participants  in  the 
talks  rejected  Zeroual's  planned 
elections. 

It  was  hardly  a  week  for  opti¬ 
mism,  yet  in  Paris  a  senior  mili¬ 
tary  source  said  Algerian  security 


forces  are  starting  to  chalk  up 
successes  over  the  rampaging  ter¬ 
rorists.  However,  he  added,  the 
economy  is  sinking  under  the 
weight  of  civil  strife. 

“The  government  has  had 
some  successes  over  armed 
bands,  which  have  been  forced  by 
helicopter  gunships  and  other 
new  tactics  to  break  into  smaller 
groups  than  the  company-sized 
units  they  moved  in  before. 
Losses  among  security  forces  are 
down,”  he  said. 

“But  the  successes  are  mostly 
tactical.  Terrorism  still  contin¬ 
ues,  especially  at  night,  and  the 
real  problem  is  that  the  economy 
is  suffering  and  will  not  be  able  to 
resist  if  the  war  goes  on." 


France  and  the  US  meanwhile 
ironed  out  some  of  their  policy 
differences  over  Algeria,  agree¬ 
ing  on  noninterference  and  the 
need  to  encourage  political  dia¬ 
logue,  France's  foreign  ministry 
said. 

Spokesman  Richard  Duque 
said  that  Foreign  Minister  Alain 
Juppe,  wbo  visited  Washington 
over  the  weekend,  noted  in  talks 
with  Secretary  of  State  Warren 
Christopher  that  “positions  and 
analyses  have  very  much  nar¬ 
rowed  on  either  side  of  the 
Atlantic. 

“There  is  now  a  rather  wide 
convergence  of  views  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  principles:  noninterfer¬ 
ence,  condemnation  of  violence 


and  terrorism,  encouragement  of 
political  dialogue  and  maintain¬ 
ing  international  aid  to  help  the 
economic  recovery  of  Algeria." 
Duque  told  reporters. 

Some  French  officials  had  said 
in  past  months  they  found  the 
US's  attitude  somewhat  ambiva¬ 
lent  towards  the  Islamic  funda¬ 
mentalists.  who  maintain  an  of¬ 
fice  in  Washington. 

Similar  reports  have  surfaced 
of  ongoing  dialogue  between  the 
Americans  and  Egypt's  Moslem 
activists.  The  reason,  surmise  the 
reports,  is  that  Washington  does 
not  wish  to  alienate  any  future 
fundamentalist  governments  to 
the  extent  that  it  did  in  the  disas¬ 
trous  fall  of  the  shah  of  Iran. 
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The  non-proliferation  problem 


ISRAELIS  may  be  forgiven  for  being  skepti¬ 
cal  about  Foreign  Minister  Shimon  Peres’s 
assurances  that  no  concessions  will  be  made 
on  the  Non-Proliferation  Treaty  (NPT)  issue. 
Skepticism  is  in  order  not  only  because  of  past 
disappointments  with  government  promises  of 
steadfastness,  but  because  pressure  is  now  be¬ 
ing  exerted  on  the  government  by  the  US  as 
well  as  Egypt  Washington  does  not  expect 
Israel  actually  to  sign  the  treaty,  but  it  wants  it 
to  make  a  gesture  which  will  induce  Egypt  and 
other  Arab  states  to  sign  the  NPT  when  it  comes 
up  for  renewal  in  April. 

Egypt's  strategy  is  clear.  It  wants  Israel  not 
only  to  return  to  the  vulnerability  of  its  “natural 
size"  -  as  Egyptians  refer  to  the  1949  armistice 
lines  -  but  to  make  sure  that  this  vulnerability  is 
not  ameliorated  by  the  possession  of  nuclear 
capabilities. 

The  Egyptian  vision  of  a  new  Middle  East, 
unlike  Peres's,  is  to  have  a  dwarfed  Israel 
teetering  on  the  brink  of  dissolution.  Only  a 
weak,  marginal  Israel  will  remove  Egyptian 
fears  of  Israeli  domination  of  the  entire  region. 
That  is  why  Cairo  has  ferociously  fought 
against  aliya,  tried  to  undermine  Israeli  progress 
in  both  the  diplomatic  and  commercial  spheres, 
and  dedicated  disproportionate  efforts  to 
achieving  Israeli  withdrawal  from  the  territo¬ 
ries.  That  is  also  why  it  wants  Israel  to  forgo  the 
nuclear  option. 

What  makes  the  Egyptian  motives  seem  even 
more  ominous  is  that  Cairo  is  developing  the 
largest  arsenal  of  chemical  weapons  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East,  and  collaborating  with  Libya,  which  is 


also  developing  enormous  biological  and  chem¬ 
ical  capabilities, 

Knowing  that  the  current  Israeli  vision  of 
peace  will  collapse  if  relations  with  Egypt  sour, 
President  Hosni  Mubarak  has  threatened  a  dete¬ 
rioration  in  relations  between  the  two  countries 
unless  Israel  made  concessions  in  the  nuclear 
area.  When  this  seemed  insufficient,  he  got  the 
US  involved  by  threatening  not  only  to  refuse  to 
sign  the  NPT  renewal  but  to  dissuade  others 
from  signing  it. 

The  US’s  first  reaction  was  anger  with  Egypt. 
But  before  long  it  demanded  that  Israel  make  at 
least  “a  gesture”  to  placate  the  Egyptians.  As  a 
result,  Israel  has  announced  that  it  will  consider 
signing  the  NPT  as  soon  as  there  is  peace  in  the 
region  and  a  regional  mutual  inspection  system 
is  instituted.  Egypt  has  rejected  the  suggestion 
out  of  hand.  Now  Israel  is  expected  to  make  “a 
more  meaningful  gesture.” 

Most  puzzling  in  this  saga  is  the  American 
eagerness  to  have  dictatorships  sign  the  NPT. 
Nothing  can  be  more  dangerously  counterpro¬ 
ductive.  By  signing,  these  regimes  acquire  a 
respectability  they  do  not  deserve;  companies 
eager  to  sell  them  materials  for  the  development 
of  noo-conventional  capabilities  do  so  with 
relative  impunity;  and  Western  governments 
are  lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  security  about 
nuclear  proliferation. 

That  the  example  of  Iraq,  a  signatory  to  the 
NPT,  has  failed  to  disabuse  the  US  of  this 
passion  for  meaningless  signatures  is  a  sad 
reminder  of  Washington’s  incurable  inability  to 
grasp  the  nature  of  dictatorships. 


Abandonment  of  allies 


THE  report  on  the  South  Lebanese  Army 
(SLA)  submitted  to  Prime  Minister  Yitz¬ 
hak  Rabin  by  Uri  Lubrani.  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  Lebanon  coordinator,  is  far  from  en¬ 
couraging.  The  SLA’s  morale,  low  for  a  long 
time  now,  is  not  getting  better.  Some  of  the 
soldiers  have  defected  to  Hizbullah,  others  have 
deserted.  This,  despite  some  extraordinary  suc¬ 
cesses  in  SLA  operations  against  Hizbullah,  and 
the  substantial  increase  of  Israeli  assistance  in 
equipment,  weapons,  and  funds. 

The  reasons  for  this  morale  problem  are  all 
loo  dear.  First  and  foremost,  Israel's  declared 
willingness  to  evacuate  the  area  once  a  peace 
treaty  is  signed  with  Syria  makes  the  IDF  a 
“lame  duck!”  No  one  wants  to  curry  favor  with 
a  departing  boss.  On  the  contrary.  The  natural 
inclination  is  to  score  points  with  the  incoming 
authority  by  betraying  the  retiring  force. 

But  the  SLA  also  has  some  more  concrete 
gripes.  The  Israeli  agreement  with  the  Syrians 
following  “operation  accountability”  made 
SLA  soldiers  feel  they  were  dispensable  bar¬ 
gaining  chips.  While  the  agreement  stipulated 
that  the  Hizbullah  could  not  fire  Katyusha  rock¬ 
ets  into  Israeli  territory,  it  placed  no  limitations 
on  its  actions  against  the  security  zone,  manned 
mostly  by  SLA  troops.  It  also  prohibited  Israeli 
Fire  on  civilian  targets  north  of  the  zone,  thus 
handicapping  the  SLA’s  fight  against  Hizbul¬ 
lah,  which  uses  villages  as  shelters  and  bases. 

SLA  soldiers  are  even  more  disturbed  by 
doubts  about  Israeli  intentions  if  and  when  a 
peace  agreement  is  signed  with  Syria  and  Leba¬ 
non.  They  suspect  that  Israel  would  abandon 
them  to  the  mercies  of  Damascus,  the  Beirut 
puppet  government,  and  Hizbullah.  Israeli 
promises  that  the  peace  treaty  would  include  a 
Syrian-Lebanese  pledge  to  incorporate  SLA 
soldiers  in  the  Lebanese  Army  are  hardly  reas¬ 
suring.  No  one  knows  better  than  they  how 
valueless  Syrian  commitments  are. 

Unfortunately,  the  SLA’s  suspicions  of  Israe¬ 
li  intentions  are  hardly  baseless.  If  Israel’s  treat¬ 
ment  of  Palestinians  who  have  helped  it  in  its 


fight  against  terrorism  is  any  indication,  its 
South  Lebanese  allies  have  good  reason  to 
worry.  Not  only  has  Israel  done  little  to  protect, 
resettle,  and  recompense  these  allies;  it  has 
made  them  feel  that  their  blood  is  less  valuable 
than  Jewish  blood.  While  terrorists  convicted  of 
murdering  Jews  have  not  been  released  under 
the  Oslo-Cairo  agreements,  those  guilty  of  mur¬ 
dering  Arab  “collaborators”  have  been  allowed 
to  join  the  Palestinian  Police.  This  is  one  way  of 
telling  terrorists  that  they  can  continue  to  kill 
Israel’s  friends  with  utter  impunity. 

The  policy  is  not  only  immoral;  it  is  counter¬ 
productive  and  harmful.  It  has  cost  Israel  the 
loyalty  of  some  South  Lebanese  soldiers,  and  it 
may  cause  the  loss  of  its  most  valuable  Palestin¬ 
ian  friends.  According  to  Israel  Radio,  the  Pal¬ 
estinian  Authority’s  security  services  are  woo¬ 
ing  “collaborators,”  particularly  those  who 
have  been  exposed  and  rendered  useless  to  the 
Israelis.  Amin  Hindi,  the  architect  of  the  1972 
Munich  massacre  and  now  head  of  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  secret  police,  and  Jibril  Rajub,  head  of  the 
Jericho  security  force,  are  busy  trying  to  turn 
these  “collaborators”  into  double  agents.  That 
these  allies  of  Israel  know  much  about  the  way 
the  Israeli  security  services  work  render  them 
invaluable  assets  to  the  PA.  One  such  agent, 
who  has  rejected  PLO  blandishments,  has 
warned  that  scores  of  h is  colleagues,  mistreated 
and  rejected  by  Israel,  may  not  be  able  to  resist 
the  PLO’s  inducements. 

Israel's  conduct  in  this  area  is  well-nigh 
incomprehensible.  On  the  one  hand,  it  lionizes 
gentiles  who  saved  Jews  in  the  Holocaust;  on 
the  other,  it  treats  with  contempt  and  revulsion 
Palestinians  who  have  prevented  mass  killings 
of  Israelis.  One  can  only  attribute  the  existence 
of  such  a  double  standard  to  a  loss  of  faith  in 
Israel’s  cause.  Those  who  doubt  Israel’s  legiti¬ 
macy  and  identify  with  the  P LG  consider  Isra¬ 
el’s  Arab  allies  despicable  traitors  who  should 
be  discarded.  That  this  attitude  now  seems  to 
inform  the  government's  actions  is  as  puzzling 
as  it  is  tragic. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Sir,  -  Every  time  there  is  a  terror¬ 
ist  outrage,  our  prime  minister  gives 
his  customary  knee-jerk  reaction: 
“This  is  an  attack  on  the  peace 
process  and  we  cannot  reward  the 
terrorists  by  stopping  the  process.” 
This  call  is  then  reinforced  in  the 
local  and  international  media  by 
government  apologists,  by  pro-Pal- 
esiinian  commentators,  and  by  sucb 
genuine  lovers  of  the  Jewish  State  as 
Yasser  Arafat  (and  his  adviser  Ah¬ 
med  Tibi),  Mubarak,  the  State  De¬ 
portment  and  the  Europeans.  We  are 
urged  instead  of  hairing  die  process 


WAR  OF  ATTRITION 

to  speed  it  up.  After  each  attack, 
following  a  brief  cosmetic  pause  (to 
allow  public  outrage  to  subside  )  this 
is  just  what  our  government,  with 
one  eye  on  the  electoral  clock,  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  do. 

The  so-called  peace  process  is  not 
a  peace  process,  but  a  war  of  attri¬ 
tion  being  waged  against  the  Slate  of 
IsraeL  The  process  in  which  we  are 
engaged  is  merely  the  continuation 
of  the  long  conflict  over  Eretz  Yis* 
rael  by  other  means.  Every  terrorist 


RACIAL  SLURS 


Sir,  -  On  January  15,  you  report¬ 
ed  a  mall  robbery  in  Hadera,  in 
which  the  masked  robbers  “report¬ 
edly  spoke  Russian.”  Identifying 
the  racial  or  national  origin  of  al¬ 
leged  criminals  and  wrong-doers  in 
society  is  not  limited  to  The  Jerusa¬ 
lem  Post.  Slum  property  owners  and 
other  alleged  exploiters  of  the  poor 
and  underprivileged,  as  well  as  er¬ 
rant  businessmen  have  been  identi¬ 
fied  in  the  media  abroad  as  Jews, 
even  as  “Jewish  immigrants.” 

The  fsraeli  press  might  be  expect¬ 
ed  to  avoid  such  identification. 


which  Jews  have  always  indignantly 
protested  in  the  case  of  the  foreign 
press.  Israel  is  a  nation  of  immigrant 
communities,  including  some  edi¬ 
tors  and  reporters  of  The  Jerusalem 
Post.  Avoidance  of  racial  or  national 
origin  connotations  in  criminal  con¬ 
texts  could  be  viewed  as  their  spe¬ 
cial  contribution  to  the  successful 
absorption  of  other  communities,  m 
a  racially  tolerant  society. 


- - - -  jqqc  The  Jerusalem  Post 

Wednesday,  February  1, 1"5 _ _ _ 
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Next  in  line  for  terror 


r INHERE  is  a  profound  mis- 

I  understanding  of  the  Is- 
A  lamic  terrorist  phenome¬ 
non  among  those  who  assume 
that  it  was  created  on  account  of 
Israel,  and  that  it  is  only  Israel’s 
problem. 

The  justification  of  those  who 
back  terror  against  Israelis  is 
that,  by  suffering  more  and  more 
casualties.  Israel  will  become 
more  pliant,  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Arabs.  Of  course,  the  latter  are 
somehow  supposed  to  be  immune 
ro  the  same  terrorism. 

None  of  this  stands  up  to  care¬ 
ful  scrutiny.  The  Arabs  are  play¬ 
ing  with  fire,  and  they  are  bound 
to  be  burned  very  soon.  The  Is¬ 
lamic  phenomenon  exists  all  over 
the  region,  regardless  of  any  pos¬ 
sible  Israeli  connection. 

The  Islamic  fundamentalist 
revolution  in  Iran  broke  out  in 
1978-79  on  purely  domestic 
grounds,  as  was  the  case  with  the 
uprising  in  the  northern  Syrian 
city  of  Hama,  put  down  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Assad  in  19S2  at  the  cost  of 
some  20,000  lives. 

Islamic  terror  has  for  many 
months  hit  policemen,  tourists, 
artists  and  intellectuals  in  Egypt, 
injuring  just  about  anyone  con¬ 
sidered  a  challenge  to  the  fanati¬ 
cal  tenets  of  the  fundamentalists. 
Among  the  injured  victims  is  the 
Nobel  prize-winning  author  Na¬ 
guib  Mahfouz. 

In  Algeria,  a  civil  war  is  raging 
between  fundamentalists  and  the 
military  regime,  claiming  many 
thousands  of  casualties.  None  of 
this  has  anything  to  do  with  Isra¬ 
el. 

ISLAMIC  TERRORISM  in  Isra¬ 
el,  as  elsewhere,  is  the  product  of 


GABRIEL  BEN-DOR 

poverty,  backwardness  and  igno¬ 
rance.  Not  only  does  it  fail  to 
address  these  root  causes  of  defi¬ 
ciencies  in  Arab  society,  but  it 
also  feeds  them  and  feeds  on 
them.  It  prospers  where  there  is 
an  abundance  of  ignorant  and 
misguided  people. 

Hie  real  objective  of  the  fun¬ 
damentalists  is  to  discredit  all  sec¬ 
ular  regimes  and  their  leaders, 
taking  the  Middle  East  back  to 
the  Middle  Ages.  They  intend  to 
impose  on  their  fellow  Arabs 


Arab  leaders  who 
do  not  contain  the 
fundamentalists  will 
soon  be  their  victims 


regimes  that  are  totalitarian,  in¬ 
tolerant  and  violent  in  the  ex¬ 
treme. 

The  struggle  against  them  is 
also  the  struggle  for  the  soul  of 
the  Arab  nations,  and  indeed  of 
the  billion  Moslems  worldwide. 
Will  they  find  an  enlightened  syn¬ 
thesis  between  Islam  and  modem 
democracy,  or  will  they  fall  prey 
to  the  demagogic  lure  of  the  fun¬ 
damentalist  devastation? 

Fundamentalism  is  nothing  less 
than  a  revolt  against  modernity, 
democracy  and  the  universal  na¬ 
ture  of  the  emerging  new  world 
order.  It  is  the  battle-cry  of  those 
who  prefer  war  to  peace,  igno¬ 
rance  to  enlightenment,  persecu¬ 
tion  to  freedom,  hatred  to  under¬ 


standing  and  cooperation. 

Fundamentalism,  a  cultural 
and  ideological  force  born  out  of 
the  miseries  of  the  Moslem 
world,  now  threatens  to  increase 
that  misery  for  far  longer. 

Israel  can  and  will  defend  itself 
against  it  —  but  only  the  Moslems 
themselves  can  really  contain 
fundamentalism  and  come  up 
with  effective  alternatives. 

If  they  fail,  it  will  be  at  their 
own  peril.  Fanatical  fundamen¬ 
talism  cannot  be  appeased.  It 
may  be  diverted  against  Israel  for 
a  while,  but  it  is  bound  to  hit 
violently  at  all  those  in  power 
who  are  not  100  percent  part  of  it. 
After  Israel,  will  come  the  turn  of 
Yasser  Arafat  and  Assad,  just  as 
the  turn  of  Algeria  and  Iran  has 
already  come. 

These  who  are  unable  or  un¬ 
willing  to  understand  this  are 
bound  to  be  the  next  victims. 
Celebrating  the  grief  of  Israel  in 
gleeful  demonstrations  in  the  Pal¬ 
estinian  and  Arab  street  is  a  clas¬ 
sic  sign  of  political  blindness. 
Their  chickens  will  come  home  to 
roost  soon  enough,  proving  once 
again  that  those  who  do  not  learn 
from  history  are  condemned  to 
relive  it. 

When  their  own  turn  comes  to 
be  attacked,  to  be  overwhelmed 
by  the  grief  of  burying  their  deadr 
perhaps  they  will  remember  the 
enormous  error  of  their  ways,  of 
their  glib  assumption  that  being 
victimized  by  terrorists  is  some¬ 
thing  that  happens  only  to  others. 

The  writer  is  professor  of  politi¬ 
cal  science  at  the  University  of 
Haifa,  and  director  of  die  gradu¬ 
ate  studies  program  at  the  Nation¬ 
al  Defense  College. 


It’s  kosher  -  but  it  stinks 


MARY  E.  SVFOTT 
Keren  Klim 


Jerusalem. 


attack  is  not  intended  to  slop  the 
process,  but  to  accelerate  iL  It  is  part 
of  a  tactical  campaign,  an  unholy 
alliance  between  talking  and  terror, 
aimed  at  bringing  us  to  make  further 
and  more  dangerous  concessions,  to 
depart  further  and  further  from  the 
national  consensus  on  security  and 
identity. 

Is  this  the  peace  of  the  brave? 
Rather,  it  is  the  peace  of  the  blind 
and  the  deaf:  blind  to  reality,  deaf  to 
reason. 

GILBERT  HERBERT 

Haifa. 

ALTERNATE  SOLUTION 

Sir,  -  Gerald  Steinberg's  article 
of  January  25,  “Long  road  to  mod¬ 
eration.”  fails  to  point  out  that, 
while  his  alternative  solution  to  the 
Oslo  Peace  Process  does  not  require 
Palestinian  agreement,  it  would 
surely  be  met  with  armed  Palestin¬ 
ian  resistance  -  arms  they  obtained 
from  IsraeL  Sooner  or  later,  such  a 
confrontation  (a  euphemism  for 
war),  which  we  Israelis  orchestrat¬ 
ed.  is  inevitable. 

NETANYA  BEN-YEHUDA 
Jerusalem. 


THE  Wise  Men  of  Cielm 
were  outraged  when  a  fish 
meant  for  a  hassid’s  dinner 
was  insolent  enough  to  inadver¬ 
tently  slap  the  would-be  diner  in 
the  face  with  his  tail.  They  delib¬ 
erated  and  decided  to  give  the 
fish  the  ultimate  in  punishment' 
he  was  “drowned”  in  the  sea. 

Health  Ministry  director-gen¬ 
eral  Prof.  Moidechai  Shani  was 
found  unfit  by  Attorney-General 
Michael  Ben-Yair  to  remain  in 
his  job.  The  reason  was  that  while 
serving  as  director  of  Sheba  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Tel  Hashomer  some  four 
years  ago,  Shani  helped  estab¬ 
lished  a  private  medical  business 
(with  partners  who  included  Pro! 
Boleslav  Goldman,  then  deputy 
director  of  the  hospital)  -  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  Civil  Service  Commis¬ 
sion  rules  preventing  conflict  of 
interest.  As  “punishment,'’ 
Shani  will  today  resume  his  post 
as  director  of  Sheba,  with  Gold¬ 
man  -  since  1993  the  hospital’s 
director  -  as  his  deputy. 

Two  years  have  passed  since 
Shani  sold  his  substantial  shares 
in  the  company,  so  his  violation 
of  CSC  rules  is  “obsolete.”  He 
can  no  longer  be  called  before  a 
disciplinary  board. 

Ephraim  Sneh,  who  wasn’t 
health  minister  when  Shani ’s  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  rales  took  place, 
switched  his  directors-general 
this  week  like  a  thief  in  the  night 
His  spokeswoman  suddenly 
called  reporters  at  10  p.m.  on 
Sunday  to  say  that  Shani  was 
leaving  the  ministry  on  Tuesday 
and  returning  to  his  previous  post 
as  director  of  the  country’s  larg¬ 
est  hospital. 

Was  the  odd  timing  an  effort  to 
keep  the  affair  off  the  TV  news 
and  reduce  the  number  of  inches 
of  damaging  newspaper  copy? 
Perhaps.  Sneh,  new  to  his  job, 
was  very  dependent  on  Shani  in 
finalizing  and  implementing  the 
new  national  health  insurance 
system.  Very  likely,  be  was 
shocked  by  the  attorney-general’s 


JUDY  SIEGEL-ITZKOVICH 

ruling,  and  may  have  tried  to  get 
Ben-Yair  to  change  his  mind  and 
leave  the  brilliant  administrator 
in  place. 

Shani  himself  couldn't  plead 
ignorance  of  the  rules.  An  expert 
in  medical  administration,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  knew  that  civil  servants 
may  not  get  involved  in  private 
businesses  without  the  express 
permission  of  a  CSC  committee. 
Then-health  minister  Ehud  OI- 
mert  claimed  recently  that  he  had 

When  a  senior  health 
ministry  official 
switched  hats 
overnight,  questions 
were  raised 

given  Shani  “authorization”  for 
setting  up  the  private  company, 
but  the  CSC  insisted  no  minister 
has  the  power  to  do  so.  Shani  was 
certainly  aware  of  this. 

SHANI  centralized  more  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  ministry  direc¬ 
tor-general  than  ever  before.  On 
his  orders,  a  new  global-budget¬ 
ing  policy  in  the  government  hos¬ 
pitals  gave  him  the  right  to  deter- 
mine  how  much  money  each 
institution  gets  from  the  health 
funds,  instead  of  the  previous 
compensation  on  a  per-patient, 
per-diem  basis.  Now,  as  Sheba 
director-general,  Shani  will  be 
controlling  the  very  budget  he  set 
as  ministry  director-general. 

Senior  administrators  at  hospi¬ 
tals  around  the  country,  chafing 
at  Shani’s  monopolistic  powers, 
regularly  dropped  hints  to  report- 
era  that  Shani  was  allegedly  still 
running  Sheba  by  remote  control, 
through  Goldman,  during  his  two 
years  in  the  ministry.  This  report¬ 
er  sent  these  charges  in  writing  to 
the  ministry  spokeswoman,  but 


never  received  an  answer. 

CSC  rules  require  a  cooling-off 
period  for  senior  government  of¬ 
ficials  who  go  into  a  private-sec¬ 
tor  job,  if  die  new  job  is  related 
to  decisions  they  took  in  their 
government  post.  Top  treasary 
officials,  for  example,  must  wait 
some 'time  before  taking  a  senior 
job  in  a  commercial  bank. 

There  is  no  rule  specifically 
barring  Shani’s  switch  from  min¬ 
istry  to  hospital,  says  acting  Civil 
Service  Commissioner  David 
Perlstein.  But,  logically,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  is  the  same.  While  the 
Health  Ministry’s  previous  direc¬ 
tor-general,  Dr.  Moshe  Ma- 
shiach,  went  directly  from  that 
job  to  become  head  of  Wolfeon 
Hospital  in  Holon,  he  had  not 
enjoyed  the  same  degree  of  pow¬ 
er  over  the  hospitals  that  Shani 
has  had  during  the  past  two  years. 

Win  the  Shani  affair  induce  the 
CSC  to  refresh  civi]  servants’ 
memories  regarding  “moonlight¬ 
ing”  in  private  business  and  con¬ 
flict  of  interest?  Perlstein  says 
that  “from  time  to  time,  we  do 
emphasize  the  rules,  but  in  light 
of  what  has  happened,  perhaps 
we  will  again  discuss  this  manor 
with  all  civil  servants.” 

Perhaps  the  state  comptroller 
should  also  examine  the  issue. 

The  writer  is  health  and  science 
reporter  of  The  Jerusalem  Post 

POSTSCRIPTS' 

RESIDENTS  OF  a  British  old- 
age  home  vowed  to  fight  plans  to 
build  a  funeral  parlor  on  their 
doorstep,  saying  it  is  too  dose  for 
Comfort. 

nr  l?6  ^  residea,s  «  foe  home  in 
Hufl  wfll  overlook  the  site.  They 
sard  they  did  not  want  to  spend 
their  last  years  watching  hearses 
come  and  go. 

“It’s  disgraceful.  We  don’t 

*“  .C°ffinS  **“6  carried 
out  while  we're  relaxing,”  Madee 
Bowen,  87,  said.  Maage 


SUSANNAH  HERBERT 

THE  uncontrollable  urge  in 
write  3  nook  is  3  terrible 
affliction  that  knows  no 
mercy.  No  age.  sex  or  class  ls 
immune,  there’s  no  cure  and  the 
plague  is  spreading.  It  *v*a  has  a 

name:  graphomania. 

In  1993.  82.322  books  were 
published  in  Britain.  In  1986,  the 
figure  was  only  52J>0S.  And  ine 
mailbags  of  London  s  leading  lit¬ 
erary  agents  contain  30  manu¬ 
scripts  a  day. 

“Everyone  thinks  they  have  a 
novel  in 'them.  1  feel  tike  stopping 
people  walking  down  the  street 
and  begging  them 
themselves,"  says  Rate  Parkin, 
publisher  at  Century  and  Arrow, 
who  receives  60  unsolicited 
manuscripts  a  week. 

Her  readers,  the  hired  help 

Whatever  you  do,  c 
don’t  write  a  book 

who  plow  through  the  slush-pile, 
are  familiar  with  all  the  basic  un¬ 
publishable  plots:  the  opening  m 
which  a  man  wakes  up  with  a 
hangover,  the  rollicking  tele  of 
below-decks  shenanigans  in  the 
merchant  navy,  the  homosexual 
saga  set  ia  the  ancient  world. 
Then  there  are  the  therapy 
books,  the  voyages  of  self-discov¬ 
ery  embarked"  on  at  the  sugges¬ 
tion  of  a  helpful  shrink.  “It  makes 
you  want  to  scream.  AH  that 
wasted  effort  for  nothing."  muses 
Parkin. 

For  author  Milan  Kundera. 
who  coined  the  word  in  his  1979 
novel  The  Book  of  Laughter  ami 
Forgetting ,  graphomania  takes  un 
the  proportions  of  an  epidemic 
"whenever  a  society  develops  to 
the  point  where  it  can  provide 
three  basic  conditions.” 

First:  “A  high  enough  degree 
of  general  well-being  to  enable 
people  to  devote  their  energies  to 
useless  activities.” 

Second:  "An  advanced  state  of 
social  atomization  and  (he  resul¬ 
tant  general  feeling  of  (he  isola- 
tion  of  the  individual.” 

Third:*  “A  radical  absence  nf 
significant  social  change  in  the 
internal  development  of  the 
nation.” 

IF  KUNDERA ’S  analysts  of  tint 
conditions  which  lead  to  epidem¬ 
ic  scribbling  is  correct  -  and  it 
seems  to  fit  Britain  all  too  snugly 
-  authorship  may  soon  cease  to 
be  a  national  aspiration  and  be¬ 
come  the  national  profession. 

It’s  a  terrifying  thought,  be¬ 
cause  most  contemporary  books 
seem  to  meet  no  real  need.  Take 
fiction,  which  accounts  for  one  in 
10  books  published  nowadays. 
Many  new  novels  are  no  good  - 
ask  any  reviewer  or  try  reading 
nothing  but  new  novels.  Since 
these  are  the  best  of  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  manuscripts  submit¬ 
ted,  it  is  fair  ro  say  the  great 
majority  of  novels  written  are 
pretty  dreadful.  They  resemble, 
in  the  words  of  one  literary  agent, 
the  kind  of  child  only  a  mother 
could  love. 

So  why  do  people  write  novels? 
It  is  seldom  for  the  money,  al¬ 
though  there  are  exceptions,  such 
as  Jeffrey  Archer.  The  average 
first  novel,  lucky  enough  to  make 
it  through  the  slush-pile,  is  doing 
very  well  to  sell  3,000  copies. 

Is  it  the  fame?  Scarcely.  Even 
the  most  celebrated  novelists 
come  nowhere  on  the  movie  star 
or  snpennodel  fame  scale,  and 
Salman  Rushdie  must  be  the  only 
writer  who  avoids  the  streets  for 
fear  of  being  recognized. 

Cbuld  it  be  that  our  culture  has 
decided  novelists  are  the  highest 
form  of  human  development? 
Are  we  that  weird? 

The  answer,  sadly,  is  prolrablv 
yes. 

When  people  claim  to  have  a 
novel  m  them,  they  are  really  say- 
mg  they  have  an  untapped  cre¬ 
ative  urge  or  that  something  in 
foeir  lives  strikes  them  as  worthy 
ot  commemoration.  It  is  general¬ 
ly  a  novel  because  novels  seem  to 
fate  no  special  skills.  Writins  a 
Tel  “  the  eas»est  kind  of  self- 
affirmation,  a  solitary  indulgence 
or  egotism. 

°f  P’3yiilS  God  Wi'H 

yoiff  ow„  creatures,  of  creating  a 
*orW  answerable  only  10  y„u, 
swsfe  a  craving  only'poJL 
S?  a“'«rais  can  indulge  ia  real 

no  'J,,  aJ“nni«s  game  in  which 
f°  one  need  suffer  -  except,  per- 

-Batata, 

to  read  the  manuscript. 

(Daily  Telegraph) 
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FEATURES 


‘Sim  freaks’ 
are  getting 
high  on  the 
mythology  and 
romanticism  of 
air  combat, 
Martha  Groves 
reports  from 
Los  Angeles 


STANTON  Perry  grew  op 
listening  to  his  father’s  tales 
about  ferrying  planes  across 
the  Atlantic  in  World  War  U.  He 
might  have  followed  in  Dad's 
contrails  had  it  not  been  for  myo¬ 
pia.  So  he  indulges  his  fancy  for 
flying  in  another  way. 

Each  morning,  he  slips  into  the 
harness  of  his  $400  flight  chair, 
reaches  for  his  $110  joystick’ 
plants  his  feet  on  his  $150  rudder 
pedals,  grasps  his  $125  weapons- 
control  system,  cranks  up  his 
$230  subwoofer-enhanced  speak¬ 
ers,  ogles  his  $3,000 video  display 
-  and  takes  to  the  cyber-skies. 

Perry,  of  Dana  Point  in  South¬ 
ern  California,  is  a  “sun  head,” 
one  of  the  growing  squadrons  of 
Top  Cun  wamta-bes  -  all  but  a 
fraction  of  them  male  -  who  de¬ 
vote  every  spare  moment  and 
then  some  to  playing  flight-simu¬ 
lation  games  on  their  desktop 
computers. 

Once  the  domain  of  an  elite 
corps  with  high-end  computer 
equipment  and  budgets  to  match. 
Sight  simulation  has  become  the 
best-selling  segment  of  entertain¬ 
ment  software,  thanks  to  power¬ 
ful  and  relatively  cheap  multime¬ 
dia  tools  that  bring  to  life  die 
drone  of  the  P-51  Mustang  and 
the  shriek  of  the  F-18  Hornet. 

What  on  earth  is  behind  this 
urge  to  wing  it?  It’s  the  mycolo¬ 
gy  and  romanticism  of  flight  and 
air  combat. 

“The  last  warrior  who  had  con¬ 
trol  of  fads  fate  to  a  large  degree 
was  the  fighter  pilot,”  said  Jona¬ 
than  Baron  (ak.a.  Blue  Baron), 
a  developer  of  combat  simulation 
games.  “He  has  that  aura  about 
him.” 

There  is  also  that  “spiritual 
feeling”  that  people  -  particular¬ 
ly  men  -  have  toward  flight,  he 
said.  '  "■  -  "V"9.  “ 


Virtual  pilot  Stanton  Perry  plays  with  his  flight  simulator.  There  is  a  ‘spiritual  feeling’ about  flight  that  keeps  him  hooked.  (LA  Tima  /Christine  Conerl 


Sim  junkies  are  competing  on¬ 
line,  subscribing  to  flight-sim 
magazines,  joining  dubs,  attend¬ 
ing  conventions,  sporting  call 
signs  like  Reckless,  Sniper  and 
Mongrel  and  spending  evenings 
being  bounced  around  at  home  or 
in  cockpits  at  such  sim-based 
amusement  centers  as  Fighter- 
town  and  Magic  Edge,  where  in¬ 
structors  track  the  action  from 
full-blown  control  towers. 

With  a  few  dicks  of  a  flight 
stick  or  keyboard,  players  can  re¬ 
enact  the  London  Blitz  or  pre¬ 
tend  to  bea  Darth  Vader  lieuten¬ 
ant  a  la  Star  Wars.  For  the  non- 
bellicose.  Flight  Simulator  by 
Microsoft  -  the  best-selling  sim 
.■P'fif/r.  ofiei£fviews  of  die  Empire  - 


State  Building  or  the  Eiffel  Tow¬ 
er  as  the  civilian  pilot  soars  over 
New  York  or  Paris. 

The  sim  craze  is  big  business 
for  game  companies,  many  of 
which  displayed  their  new  CD- 
ROM  simulation  titles  at  the 
Consumer  Electronics  Show  this 
month  in  Las  Vegas.  It's  also  cre¬ 
ating  sky’s-the-Iimit  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  companies  like  Thunder- 
Seat  and  ThrustM aster  that  make 
gear  -  including  vibrating  chairs 
and  $3,000  cockpits  -  for  desktop 
aviators. 

Sim  junkies  grew  op  zooming . 
around  the  backyard  with  arms 
outstretched  and  generally  share 
a  lifelong  fascination  with  mili- 
tary  avimKra.  They  Kke  the  idea 


of  hunting  a  “bandit”  and  wast¬ 
ing  him  -  virtually.  Some  have 
fathers,  uncles  and  brothers  who 
were  fighter  pilots.  Many  fly  real 
Cessnas  or  gliders  but  crave  the 
high  jinks  and  fast  action  of 
"mano-a-mano”  battle  -  without 
having  to  risk  their  limbs,  of 
course. 

“We  like  the  word  ‘kill’  in  the 
military  sense,"  said  Tim  (Ace) 
Timmerman  of  Fountain  Valley, 
California.  “But  it's  not  that  war 
is  to  be  glorified." 

Flight  sim  was  launched  in  the 
early  1980s  with  games  featuring 
primitive  aircraft  and  stilted  ac¬ 
tion.  Then  came  Falcon.  And  by 
the  late  1980s,  improvements  in 
resolution,,  color,  graphics  and 


sound  had  helped  launch  a  verita¬ 
ble  fleet  of  games. 

Electronic  Arts  came  out  with 
titles  featuring  the  legendary 
Chuck  Yeager  as  flight'  instruc¬ 
tor.  World  War  1  and  World  War 
II  air-combat,  sims  followed,  in¬ 
cluding,  from  Star  Wars  director 
George  Lucas's  empire,  Battle- 
hawks  1942 ,  Secret  Weapons  of 
the  Lirftwajfe  and  Their  Finest 
Hour:  The  Battle  of  Britain. 

In  most  games,  landscapes  and 
skies  still  tend  to  be  fairly  crude 
and  geometrical,  but  a  few  offer 
astonishing  detail,  down  to  wispy 
clouds  and  richly  textured  islands 
where  cruise  ships  are  moored 
with  Topes.  Execute  a  banking 
maneuver,  and  the  pilot  sees  dif¬ 


ferent  views  of  his  plane's  exteri¬ 
or,  as  well  as  ever-shifting  ter¬ 
rain.  In  truly  sophisticated 
games,  sunset  darkens  into  night, 
and  buildings  cast  appropriate 
shadows  depending  on  the  time 
of  day  and  the  pilot's  latitude  and 
longitude. 

A  few  times  a  year.  Air  War¬ 
rior,  the  on-line  game,  re-enacts 
battles  in  real  time.  Pilots  fly 
across  the  English  Channel,  say. 
from  France  to  London.  Once 
shot  down,  the  pilot  is  out  of  the 
action. 

To  prepare,  novice  warriors  go 
through  seven  weeks  of  training. 

They  do  homework  by  elec¬ 
tronic  mail  and  sit  through  on¬ 
line  lectures.  Then  everybody 


takes  to  the  skies  to  practice. 

Eric  “Reckless”  Pearson  keeps 
cabs  on  the  2.500  subscribers  who 
pay  $20  a  year  for  his  flight  simu¬ 
lation  magazine.  Intercept.  The 
mean  age  is  37;  34  percent  served 
in  the  military. 

Pearson  works  60  hours  a  week 
at  his  real  job,  as  a  quality-assur¬ 
ance  engineer  for  a  plastics  com¬ 
pany.  His  wife.  Elaine  “Ama¬ 
zon”  Zacharczenko.  is  a 
pharmacist.  Together,  they  put 
out  six  Intercept  issues  a  year 
from  their  Kingston,  New  York, 
home. 

Pearson's  widely  read  game  re¬ 
views  are  based  on  at  least  50 
hours  of  late-night  playing  time  in 
his  home  cockpit,  fashioned  from 
a  Subaru  sports  car  seat. 

Whereas  he  focuses  on  actual 
games,  Zacharczenko  has  made  a 
name  for  herself  as  a  son  of  ama¬ 
teur  psychologist.  Her  column, 
'‘Words  of  Wizzo-dom,”  has  won 
a  following  among  sim  widows. 
In  one.  she  offered  warning  signs 
for  women  who  fear  they  might 
be  dating  a  serious  hobbyist:  He 
owns  a  flight  jacket,  flight  gloves, 
aviator  sunglasses  and  a  pair  of 
silk  boxers  with  jet  fighters  on 
them.  She  herself  was  alerted  by 
her  husband's  license  plate 
frame:  “Too  close  for  missiles. 
Switch  to  guns!** 

Getting  a  handle  on  the  size  of 
the  flight  sim  market  is  tricky. 

Carl  Knoch.  marketing  re¬ 
search  manager  for  game  compa¬ 
ny  MicroProse,  figures  that, 
broadly  defined,  the  market 
stretches  to  half  a  million  house¬ 
holds.  Of  those,  perhaps  100,000 
to  150.000  are  bard-core  sim 
heads,  with  many  of  them  paying 
$40  to  $60  for  any  game  that  hits 
the  shelves. 

Knoch  estimates  that  flight  sim 
games  accounted  for  one-fifth  of 
the  $540  million  in  PC  entertain¬ 
ment  software  retail  sales  in  1994. 
making  it  the  top  category,  ahead 
of  adventure,  strategy,  action 
and  sports  games.  Microsoft  says 
Flight  Simulator  5.0,  the  most  re¬ 
cent  upgrade,  has  sold  more  than 
400.000  units  at  retail  in  the  US 
since  late  1993. 

ThunderSeat  Technologies  of 
Marina  del  Rey .  California,  plans 
a  chain  of  $1.5  million  sim-based 
entertainment  centers,  the  first 
scheduled  to  open  in  July.  They 
will  vie  with  existing  “experience 
software**  centers,  where  individ¬ 
uals  and  groups,  many  sporting 
flight  suits  and  gaggles,  pay  $1  a 
minute  to  be  virtual  pilots. 

(.Los  Angeles  Times) 
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Odd  swap:  A  gift  of  God 
for  a  gift  of  life 


—  pi 


Russia’s  astrologers  dish  out  doom  and  gloom 


MATTHEW  McALLESTEB 
NEW  YORK 


CAL  Kleinman  arrived  at 
New  York’s  John  F.  Ken¬ 
nedy  Airport  Monday 
clutching  what  he  called  a  gift  of 
God. 

Next  month,  he  wfl]  give  a  gift 
of  life. 

It  is  a  straight  swap  for  Klein¬ 
man,  the  president  of  Bennett  X- 
Ray  Technologies  in  Copiagiie, 
New  York;  an  $85,000  cutting- 
edge  mammography  machine  for 
a  priceless,  300-year-old  Torah 
that  for  50  years  had  been  lying  in 
the  basement  of  a  drag  store  in  a 
small  town  less  than  a  mile  from 
the  site  of  Auschwitz. 

The  town  desperately  needed 
the  medical  equipment,  but  had 
no  way  to  pay  for  it.  The  only 
thing  it  had  to  offer  were  18  To¬ 
rah  scrolls  that  had  lain  unnoticed 
since  the  defeat  of  Nazi  Germa¬ 
ny. 

Through  a  complex  network  of 
deals  and  negotiations  that 
brought  it  to  New  York  via 
Rome,  Chicago  and  CSndnnati, 
the  first  Torah  scroll  arrived  in 
New  York  on  Monday.  Its  per¬ 
manent  home  will  bie  Temple 
Beth  Torah  in  Melville,  New 
York.  v  .  .  , 

“This  is  a  moment  of  spiritual 
healing  that  is  also  a  moment  of 
physical  healing,”  said  Rabbi 
Marc  Gelman,  of  Temple  Beth 
Torah.  . 

“The  spiritual  is  the  return  of 
the  Jewish  scrolls  to  the  Jewish 
community.  The  physical  is  the 
giving  of  the  mammography 
equipment  to  tbe  town  in  Po¬ 
land.” 

Kleinman  was  already  under 
contract  with  the  Polish  govern¬ 
ment  to  export  14  Contour  mam¬ 
mography  machines,  which  de¬ 
tect  breast  cancer  tumors.  The 

town  that  held  the  Torah  was  not 
slated  to  receive  mammography 
equipment,  in  spite  of  high  rates 
of  breast  cancer  which  might  be 
due  to  high  levels  of  pollution  in 
the  former  Communist  country. 

GELMAN  learned  of  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  tbe  Torah  through  a 
friend  seven  months  ago -about 
the  same  time  he  learned  from  ms 
apod  friend  Weinman  that  the 
same  Polish  town  would  not  tie 
getting  a  mammography 
machine.  ,  ... 

Through  negotiations  witn 
town  and  religious  leaders,  ana 
with  tbe  help  of  a  few  chance 


connections,  the  link  between 
Kleinman  and  the  town  was 
made.  Kleinman  jumped  at  the 
(Stance  to  help  the  developing 
country  and  to  gain  tbe  Torah  for 
his  temple. 

When  the  town  receives  the 
Contour  machine,  it  will  send  the 
remaining  17  Torah  scrolls  'to  the 
.  temple. 

That  process  should  be  rela¬ 
tively  simple,  Gelman  said,  but 
getting  the  first  one  required 
some  diplomatic  wheeling  and 
dealing. 

Because  of  the  difficulty  of  es¬ 
tablishing  ownership,  and  Polish 
bureaucracy,  Gelman  said  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to 
transport  the  scrolls  out  of 
Poland. 

That’s  where  the  Catholic 
Chinch  came  to  tbe  rescue. 

“There  are  tiro  priests  in  War¬ 
saw  who  were  able  to  declare  this 
Torah  a  sacred  icon  of  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Church,"  Gelman  said.  “As 
such,  they  were  able  to  take  them 
from  the  country  in  diplomatic 
pouches.” 

It  didn't  hurt  that  Pope  John 
Paul  Q  is  Polish  -  when  the  scroll 
arrived  at  JFK  Airport  Monday, 
it  was  wrapped  in  a  white  satin 
shroud  that  the  pope  had  blessed 
and  given  to  Chicago’s  Cardinal 
Joseph  Beraardin  who,  in  turn, 
gave  the  shroud  to  Kleinman  in  a 
gesture  of  unity. 

The  scroll  was  first  flown  to 
Chicago  to  be  blessed  by  Beraar- 
din,  then  to  the  University  of 
Cincinnati,  where  its  authenticity 
was  verified. 

In  the  excitement,  Kleinman 
could  not  even  remember  the 
name  of  the  town  outside  Ausch¬ 
witz  that  he  had  visited  seven 
mouths  ago. 

When  he  was  there,  he  saw  the 
28  Torahs  that  had  been  un¬ 
earthed  by  a  Jewish  organization 
called  the  Raphaenu  Society, 
whose  mission  is  to  locate  Torahs 
and  Jewish  relics  that  tbe  Nazis 
preserved  during  the  war. 

“The  18  Torahs  were  each 
sealed  in  an  oak  chest  with  tar 
sealing  up  tbe  seams  and  with 
wax  paper  oh  the  lid  and  sides  to 
make  it  as  airtight  as  possible,” 
.said  Kleinman. 

“What  we  have  is  a  gift  of  heal¬ 
ing,”  said  Gelman.  “It  is  in  re¬ 
sponse,  not  in  return,  for  a  gift  of 
healing  .  being 

released.”  (Newsday) 


IN  Russia,  astrologers  do  not 
sugarcoat  the  news. 

“Today  is  a  largely  danger¬ 
ous  day,”  one  recent  -  and  typi¬ 
cal  -  horoscope  warned  from  foe 
pages  of  the  Kommersant  news¬ 
paper.  “You  may  end  up 
broke....  This  day  is  entirely  un¬ 
suitable  for  undertakings  of  any 
sort.... 

"You  shouldn't  expect  any¬ 
thing  good  from  your  family  life 
today....  It’s  better  not  to  gam¬ 
ble.  On  a  day  like  this,  whole 
fortunes  are  lost.” 

On  a  day  like  this,  you  might 
think,  it  would  be  better  to  crawl 
back  into  bed. 

But  then  again,  the  next  day 
may  not  be  any  better.  '‘Fraud, 
cheating  and  crooked  deals  are 
only  a  small  fraction  of  tbe  trou¬ 
bles  that  threaten  to  disrupt  all 
your  plans  today,”  another 
cheerful  Kommersant  chart  be¬ 
gan  that  same  week. 

Banned  in  Soviet  days  as  be¬ 
neath  the  dignity  of  scientific 
Marxism,  astrology  has  caught  on 
big-time  in  the  new  Russia. 

Russians  may  hear  their  future 
on  Che  radio,  see  it  on  television, 
call  for  a  personalized  account  by 
telephone  or  read  it  in  almost 
any  newspaper  or  magazine. 


Even  in  the  official  govern¬ 
ment  newspaper  Rossiskie  Vesti , 
there  is  a  horoscope  devoted  en¬ 
tirely  to  health:  “Your  health  re¬ 
serves  are  low.”  it  warned  one 
recent  day.  “You  may  have  prob¬ 
lems  with  your  spine....  It  would 
be  best  to  refrain  from  sexual  re¬ 
lations....  Diseases  beginning  to¬ 
day  may  last  a  long  time." 

Of  course,  the  stars  over  Rus¬ 
sia  do  not  always  foretell  gloom. 

But  even  when  the  signs  are 
auspicious,  Russian  astrologers 
can  find  a  downside. 

“A  growing  energy  field  during 
this  week  will  be  a  stimulus  for 
action,"  Moskovsky  Komsomo- 
lets's  astrologer  predicted  recent¬ 
ly.  “But  if  you  don’t  surrender  to 
its  influence,  the  result  may  be  a 
serious  disease  or  nervous  break¬ 
down." 

IT  IS  no  secret  that  Russians  en¬ 
joy  an  occasional  wallow  in  the 
slough  of  despond.  No  one  curis 
up  with  a  bowl  of  popcorn  and 
The  Brothers  Karamazov  to 
cheer  up.  Nor  is  there  any  ques¬ 
tion  that  many  Russians'  lives  are 
exceedingly  troubled. 

If  you  fight  for  the  communal 
toilet  every  morning,  get  splat¬ 
tered  by  streei  slush  every  day 


FRED  HIATT 
MOSCOW 

and  scrimp  on  sugar  for  your  tea 
each  evening,  you  may  justifiably 
feel  skeptical  of  a  perennially 
rosy  horoscope. 

But  could  it  be  that  Russians 
are  unhappy,  at  least  in  part,  be¬ 
cause  they  read  their  horoscopes 
too  faithfully? 

“It  can  be  pretty  pessimistic," 
acknowledged  Yelena  Myasni- 
kova,  chief  editor  of  the  Russian 
edition  of  Cosmopolitan. 

In  the  current  issue  of  that 
magazine,  for  example,  noted  as¬ 
trologer  Tamara  Globa  listed  for 
her  readers  the  “fortunate"  days 
in  November  and  December  -  a 
total  of  12  -  and  the  “negative" 
days  -  28  in  all. 

“We're  not  very  happy  about 
that,  because  we  want  Cosmopol¬ 
itan  to  be  a  very  optimistic  maga¬ 
zine,"  said  Myasnikova.  “Bui 
when  you're  dealing  with  a  fam¬ 
ous  person,  a  real  authority  in  the 
field,  of  course  it's  very  difficult 
to  say.  ‘Don't  write  what  you 
really  think.  Write  that  every¬ 
thing  will  turn  out  okay.*  ” 

In  Globa's  case,  there  appears 
to  be  no  danger  of  that. 


“November  is  the  hardest 
month."  she  warned  Aquarians. 
"It  will  bring  the  loss  of  friends 
and  protectors,  hostility  and  de¬ 
ceit,  and  problems  with’your  par¬ 
ents.  Be  careful  about  your 
health."  Russia's  horoscopes  at 
times  provide  a  sad  mirror  of  the 
disruptions  of  modern  life. 
“Don't  get  frantic  when  you  find 
out  that  all  your  savings  are 
gone."  tbe  journal  Nedelya 
warned  Geminis  not  long  ago. 

“You  have  a  lot  of  big  plans  as 
far  as  money  is  concerned,  but 
none  of  them  will  come  true." 
said  ihe  workers'  newspaper 
Trud. 

Probably  no  stargazer  has  bet¬ 
ter  adapted  to  modern  Russia 
than  Valery  Ledovskikh.  pen 
name  of  the  astrologer  who 
writes  weekly  in  Russia's  leading 
business  newspaper.  Kommer¬ 
sant.  Ledovskikh  perfectly  re¬ 
flects  in  his  predictions  the  dan¬ 
gers.  frustrations  and  slights 
endured  by  the  struggling  new 


businessmen  of  Russia:  “Your 
deliveries  will  not  arrive  on  time, 
or  will  never  arrive."  “You 
should  intensify-  the  guard  on 
your  apartment:  representatives 
of  criminal  structures  are  not  doz¬ 
ing."  "On  Tuesday,  the  shady 
deals  that  you  made  earlier  may 
become  known  to  the  broad  pub¬ 
lic." 

Even  after-work  functions  may 
offer  no  solace.  “Unpleasant 
people  will  set  the  tone  at  these 
receptions.”  Kommersant 
warned  one  day  recently,  “and 
no  one  will  pay  attention  to  you." 

Perhaps  it  is  in  its  fatalism  that 
Kommersant's,  and  Russia's,  as¬ 
trology  most  dearly  differs  from 
America's.  To  American  astrolo¬ 
gers,  a  dangerous  alignment  of 
tbe  planets  offers  an  obstacle  to 
overcome  -  another  opportunity 
for  personal  growth. 

Kommersant's  horoscope,  by 
contrast,  would  have  its  readers 
simply  wait  for  another  day. 

{The  Washington  Post) 


Judah  Grtbetz  charts,  til  chronological 
order,  more  than  800  entries  documenting 
the  relationship  of  the  Jews  to  the  larger 
story  of  world  civilization.  From  the  origins 
of  the  Jews  and  the  settling  of  the  land  of 
Israel  to  the  UN's  repeal  of  “Zionism  Is 
Racism"  in  December  199 1.  all  the 
significant  events  affecting  the  Jews  are 
concisely  documented.  Reliable, 
authoritative  and  easy  to  use.  Includes 
maps,  illustrations,  glossary  and  index. 
Large  format,  hardcover.  808  pp.  Simon  & 
Schuster.  A  lovely  gift  idea  for  any 
occasion  I 
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Nation’s  credit  rating 

remains  unchanged 


US  aid  revives  Mexico  markets 


Government  expected  improvement 


ISRAEL  received  official  credit 
ratings  of  BBB+  from  Standard 
&  Poor's  arid  Baal  from 
Woody’s,  the  Treasury  reported 
yesterday. 

Although  the  government  ex¬ 
pected  its  formal  rating  to  exceed 
its  informal  rating  of  BBB+ 
based  on  the  improvement  in  the 
economy  and  the  recent  positive 
regional  developments,  the  rating 
companies'  concern  over  the 
country's  high  public  debt  led 
them  not  to  improve  the  rating. 

“The  rating  balances  the  sub¬ 
stantia]  strengthening  in  Israel's 
geopolitical  position,  deepening 
micro-economic  reforms  and  im¬ 
proved  growth  prospects  with  a 
high  public  debt  burden  estimat¬ 
ed  at  121  percent  of  Gross  Do- 


JOSE  ROSENFELD 


mesiie  Product  in  1995,"  Stan¬ 
dard  &  Poor's  said  in  a  statement. 
“This  debt  burden  will  likely  con¬ 
strain  fiscal  and  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments  flexibility  over  the  medium 
terra.’’ 

The  Treasury  requested  the  of¬ 
ficial  ratings  to  enable  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  Israeli  firms  to  issue 
tradeable  bonds  abroad,  and 
thereby  increase  and  vary  the 
sources  of  foreign  currency  at  the 
economy's  disposal 

Asked  if  Treasury  officials 
were  disappointed  that  the  coun¬ 
try’s  rating  vvas  not  higher,  as 
they  had  hoped.  Treasury 
spokesman  Eli  Yoseph  said  “we 
are  verv  satisfied  with  the  results. 


which  show  a  positive  outlook  for 
the  economy.” 

Banking  sources  said  the  rat¬ 
ing  would  have  been  raised  a 
notch  but  for  the  recent  Mexican 
debacle,  in  which  the  government 
Jasijuonth  devalued  the  new  peso 
and  then  let  it  float  on  world 
markets. 

Following  that,  the  rating 
agencies  came  in  for  criticism  for 
being  insufficiently  cautious  over 
the  risks  in  emerging  market 
countries,  of  which  Israel  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  one. 

The  Treasury  said  investment 
banks  from  the  US,  Europe  and 
Japan  are  showing  great  interest 
in  underwriting  foreign  issues. 

The  Moody’s  and  Standard  & 
Poor's  ratings  are  equivalent. 


MEXICO  CITY  (Reuter)  -  The 
Mexican  stock  market  soared 
more  than  eight  percent  yester¬ 
day  as  investors  cheered  a  re¬ 
vamped  economic  aid  package 
announced  by  US  President  Clin¬ 
ton  for  the  nation’s  battered 
economy. 

The  battered  peso  also  re¬ 
versed  its  slide  against  the  dollar, 
gaining  55  centavos  to  5.85  per 
dollar  before  midday  after  falling 
as  low  as  6.5  Monday. 

Clinton,  saying  Mexico  needed 
help  now  before  its  crisis  got 
quickly  worse,  scrapped  plans  to 


try  and  force  up  to  $40  billion  in 
loan  guarantees  for  Mexico 
through  Congress.  Instead,  he 
announced  a  reduced  US  credit 
line  of  S20b.  Oat  will  not  require 
Congressional  approval 

He  said  the  US  contribution 
would  be  in  addition  to  an  en¬ 
hanced  credit  line  of  517.5b.  from 
the  International  Monetary  Fund 
and  a  “short-term  lending  facili¬ 
ty1*  of  SlOb.  from  the  Bank  of 
International  Settlements. 

The  Mexican  Finance  Ministry 
said  its  credit  lines  from  abroad 
now  added  up  to  550.76b.,  and 


MKs:  We  won’t  raise 
rates  for  compulsory 
vehicle  insurance 
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Bamea  tells  court:  ‘Avner’s 
problems  could  lead  to  its  collapse’ 

Company  expected  to  announce  N1S  45m.  in  profits  today 


AVNER’S  structural  problems 
could  lead  to  its  collapse,  finance 
professor  Amir  Bamea  (old  the 
Tel  Aviv  Districi  Court  earlier 
this  week. 

“There  is  a  real  business  risk  in 
long-term  agreements  with 
Avner.  both  for  the  insurance 
company  and  the  insured,"  Bar- 
nea  said.  “I  expect  new  insurance 
•  companies  will  try  to  operate 
without  Avner  by  offering  com¬ 
petitive  tariffs  that  will  further 
worsen  Avner’s  problems  and 
lead  to  its  collapse.” 

Bainea's  opinion  was  submiL- 
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ted  (o  the  court  on  behalf  of 
Eiiavhu  Insurance,  which  filed  a 
claim  against  Avner  last  year. 

It  asked  the  court  to  recognize 
the  cancellation  of  Eliyahu's 
long-term  contract  with  Avner 
because  Avner  is  insoluble. 

Last  year  EJiyahu  withdraw  its 
contract  with  Avner  and  signed 
an  agreement  with  re-insurance 
agents  from  abroad  who  have 
agreed  to  cover  Eliyahu’s  car  in¬ 
surance  holders. 

Eliyahu  had  a  special  agree¬ 


ment  with  Avner  to  equally  di¬ 
vide  premium  and  payments  from 
legal  claims.  Avner  is  suing 
Eliyahu  for  breach  of  contract 
Avner’s  board  of  directors  is 
scheduled  today  to  approve  the 
company’s  financial  statements 
for  the  third  quarter  of  1994. 
Contrary  to  Barnea’s  conclu¬ 
sions,  media  reports  said  the 


THE  Knesset  Finance  Commit¬ 
tee's  insurance  subcommittee  will 
under  no  circumstances  permit  a 
raise  in  compulsory  car  insurance 
rates,  subcommittee  chairman 
Gideon  Sagay  (Labor)  said 
yesterday. 

“Insurance  premiums  in  this 
country  are  already  on  the  border 
of  what  is  reasonable,”  be  said. 
“No  way  will  we  approve  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  premiums.  We 
would  like  to  see  them  go  down.” 

Saguy  also  asked  the  Trea¬ 
sury's  supervisor  of  insurance, 
the  association  of  insurance  com¬ 
panies  and  Avner  -  the  conglom¬ 
erate  which  provides  compulsory 
insurance  -  to  get  back  to  the 
committee  within  15  days  on  a 
proposal  to  cancel  compulsory  in¬ 
surance  payments  and  instead 


company  earned  NIS  45  million .  collect  the  money  by  raising  the 


in  the  third  quarter  last  year. 

Avner,  the  government  insur¬ 
ance  body  which  pays  claims  to 
accident  victims,  refrised  to  com- 
.meht  on  the  reports. 


gas  tax. 

This  way,  he  said,  all  drivers 
would  be  insured  automatically, 
since  all  drivers  buy  gas. 

The  subcommittee  devoted 


most  of  yesterday's  session  to  dis¬ 
cussing  the  dispute  between 
Avner  and  the  Efiahn  insurance 
company,  which  wants  to  aban¬ 
don  Avner,  despite  being  bound 
to  it  by  contract 

Currently,  all  insurance  com¬ 
panies  in  Israel  participate  in 
Avner.  The  Tel  Aviv  District 
Court  is  scheduled  to  hear  the 
case  on  February  19. 

Eliahu  argued  it  does  not  want 
to  tie  its  fortunes  to  that  of  a  dead 
horse,  and  showed  the  committee 
expert  opinions  to  prove  that 
Avner  is  indeed  dying. 

Avner  counterattacked  by  pro¬ 
ducing  its  own  expert  opinions, 
which  showed  its  accnmulated 
deficit  is  steadily  shrinking. 

Saguy  said  it  was  “surprising” 
to  see  four  opinions,  all  written 
by  well-known  experts  in  the 
field,  each  of  which  faithfully  re¬ 
flected  the  views  of  the  party 
which  commissioned  it  and  dia¬ 
metrically  opposed  the  other  par¬ 
ty’s  findings.  *■  :,cr- 
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THE  Gross  Domestic  Product 
(GDP)  soared  20  percent  last 
year  in  Judea  and  Samaria  ac¬ 
cording  to  early  estimates,  the 
Central  Bureau  of  Statistics  re¬ 
ported  yesterday. 

The  sharp  increase  reflected 
the  large  olive  crop  last  year. 

The  GDP  rose  12%  in  1992  and 
1993  in  Judea  and  Samaria  and 
15%  in  Gaza. 

In  both  areas,  the  population 
grew  at  a  phenomenal  4%-5% 
annually. 

The  territories  combined  GDP 
was  4%-5%  of  Israel’s,  three- 
quarters  coming  from  Judea  and 
Samaria  and  the  rest  from  Gaza. 

The  per  capita  income  in  1992- 
93  was  52^00  in  Judea  and  Sa¬ 
maria  and  51,400  in  Gaza. 

In  1992.  both  the  economy  and 
income  rose  significantly  in  the 
territories  due  to  the  good  weath¬ 
er  conditions  for  agriculture  and 
the  large  demand  for  construc¬ 
tion  workers  in  Israel 

By  contrast,  due  to  the  closure 
in  1993,  income  from  work  in  Is¬ 
rael  fell  30%  and  the  olive  crop 
was  small. 


KOOR  Industries  president  and 
CEO  Benjamin  Gaon  yesterday 
approved  the  company’s  1995 
business  plan,  which  calls  for  a  six 
percent  increase  in  total  sales  for 
all  the  companies  belonging  to 
the  group. 

This  increase  will  depend  on  an 
expected  11%  rise  in  subsidiar¬ 
ies’  export  sales,  Gaon  told 
board  members  at  a  meeting. 

He  said  Koor  will  be  the  coun¬ 
try's  largest  industrial  exporter 
this  year,  as  the  conglomerate’s 
exports  are  expected  to  represent 
about  9%  of  the  economy’s  total 
industrial  exports. 

Speaking  at  Koor’s  executive 
management  meeting  Monday, 
Gaon  said  the  company  will 


invest  some  $100  million  in  vari¬ 
ous  activities. 

Gaon  said  Koor’s  objective  is 
not  only  to  become  the  nation’s 
most  profitable  corporation,  but 
also  to  play  an  active  role  in  the 
region’s  burgeoning  economic  re¬ 
lations. 

He  emphasized  that  the  agree¬ 
ment  reached  last  week  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  $60m.  Tunisian-American- 
Israeli-Palestmian  fund  to  invest 
in  the  region’s  economy  and  in¬ 
frastructure  is  part  of  Koor’s 
peace  task  activities. 

The  agreement  was  signed  dur¬ 
ing  Gaon’s  visit  to  Tunis  as  head 
of  a  delegation  of  Israeli 
industrialists. 

Koor  Industries  said  it  will  em- 
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Gaon:  Increase  will  depend  on 
an  expected  11%  rise  in  sob- 
sidia ties’  export  sales. 


ploy  about  19,000  workers  by  the 
end  of  the  year  and  have  sales  of 
NIS  510,000  per  worker. 
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THE  Supreme  Court  yesterday 
permitted  Digital  Equipment 
Corp.  to  withdraw  its  suit  against 
IBM,  but,  in  a  rare  move, 
slapped  ii  with  NIS  20,000  in 
court  costs. 

Digital  spokeswoman  Ziva 
Orian  denied  that  the  court  costs 
had  anything  to  do  with  Digital’s 
submission  of  a  doctored  docu¬ 
ment  to  the  court,  pointing  tc  the 
fact  that  the  sura  was  “very 
modest” 

Justices  Dov  Levine,  Eliezer 
Goldberg  and  Eliahu-  Mazza  said 
merely  that  they  imposed  the 
costs  “after  examining  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  both  sides  on  ibis  issue.” 

However,  the  arguments  of 
both  the  state  and  IBM  did  relate 
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to  the  doctored  document 

The  case  stemmed  from  a  lu¬ 
crative  air  force  contract  to  devel¬ 
op  a  computer  system  for  its  clas¬ 
sified  “Metronome”  project. 

Digital  was  originally  awarded 
the  contract,  but  IBM  successful¬ 
ly  appealed  the  decision  in  the 
Jerusalem  District  Court  last  year 
on  the  grounds  that  Digital  had 
not  met  one  of  the  conditions  for 
competing  in  the  tender. 

Digital  then  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Court  and  as  one  of  its 
arguments,  claimed  that  IBM  was 
also  not  eligible  to  win  the  con¬ 
tract  because  it  lacked  the  neces¬ 
sary  validation  of  its  product 


However,  both  the  state  and 
IBM  charged  that  two  lines  had 
been  eliminated  from  the  docu¬ 
ment  Digital  submitted  in  sop- 
port  of  this  claim. 

Orian  admitted  that  the  docu¬ 
ment  had  been  altered,  but  said 
the  changes  were  made  by  an  em¬ 
ployee  of  the  company  al  his  own 
initiative,  without  the  knowledge 
of  senior  managers.  The  employ¬ 
ee  was  fired,  she  said,  and  Digital 
informed  the  court  as  soon  as  it 
found  out  what  bad  happened. 

After  IBM  submitted  the  nec¬ 
essary  validation.  Digital  asked 
to  withdraw  its  suit  The  court 
agreed,  but  ordered  Digital  to 
pay  NIS  15,000  to  IBM  and 
NIS  5,000  to  the  state. 


THE  service  in  hotels  here  can  be 
favorably  compared  to  that  in 
competing  countries,  Israel  Hotel 
Association  president  Michael 
Federman  said  yesterday. 

However,  it  is  due  as  much  to 
the  deterioration  of  service 
abroad  as  the  improvement  here. 

Speaking  at  a  press  conference 
to  mark  the  opening  tomorrow  of 
the  Association’s  biennial  confer¬ 
ence,  Federman  cited  Tourism 
Ministry  surveys  of  departing 
tourists,  which  showed  that  the 
overwhelming  majority  were  sat¬ 
isfied  with  service  in  hotels  here. 

He  added  that  as  a  frequent 
traveler,  he  can  testify  to  the  fact 
that  service  standards  in  other 
countries  have  gone  down. 

Avi  Rose  nlal  director  of  the 
Association,  noted  that  last  year 
there  were  a  total  of  16.7  million 
bed  nights  in  focal  hotels,  six 
percent  more  than  1993. 

However,  the  national  average 
occupancy  rate  dropped  from  67 
percent  in  1993  to  65%  last  year, 
as  a  result  of  a  1%  increase  in  the 
number  of  rooms,  which  last  year 
totaled  40,000. 

Revenues  for  the  sector  totaled 
5900  million,  of  which  5500m. 
came  from  foreign  tourism.  How¬ 
ever,  profitability  slipped  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  lower  occupancy  rates 
and  unfavorable  currency 
movements. 

Rosental  also  noted  that  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  both  the  Jordani¬ 
an  and  the  Tunisian  hotel  associa¬ 
tions  are  to  fake  part  in  die  Israeli 
association’s  conference  for  the 
fust  time. 
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Lease  offered  on  plots  for  construction  of  200  housing  units  and  a  commercial  center 

Shechunat  Bat  Galim,  Haifa 
Invitation  to  Tender  359/94/Het 
Extension  of  Last  Date  for  Submitting  Offers 

The  Israel  Lands  Administration  and  Ministry  of  Construction  and  Housing  announce  that 
the  last  date  for  submitting  offers  for  the  above  invitation  to  tender  has  been  postponed  to 
Wednesday,  February  1 5, 1 995  at  1 2  noon. 

Bids  should  be  placed  in  the  tenders  box  In  the  Haifa  branch  of  the  Israel  Lands 
Administration,  13  Derech  Ha’atzmaut,  Haifa  (TeL  04-355411),  during  regular  woriting 
hours,  by  the  above  date.  _ ' _ 


the  US  component  could  be  paid 
back  over  three  to  10  years  in¬ 
stead  of  three  to  10  months 
previously. 

A  sense  of  relief  rippled 
through  Mexican  markets,  send¬ 
ing  interest  rates  lower  as  the 
stock  market  index  soared. 

The  Mexican  central  bank, 
which  had  been  facing  a  poten¬ 
tially  difficult  auction  this  week 
of  its  dollar-denominated  Teso- 
bono  securities,  decided  simply 
to  declare  the  auction  void  after 
Clinton  announced  flic  new  deal 

Investors  had  asked  for  interest 


raies  of  up  to  40  percent  to  cover 
their  risk  in  buying  Tesobonos* 
the  securities  that  are  at  the  heart 
of  Mexico’s  six-week-old  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis  because  of  fears  that 
the  government  might  not  be  able 
to  repqy  them. 

Mexico’s  crisis  broke  Decem¬ 
ber  20  when  the  fledgling  govern¬ 
ment  of  President  Ernesto  Ze¬ 
dillo  devalued  the  new  peso  and 
than  let  it  float  on  world  markets. 

ft  took  the  action  because  of 

rW-irning  confidence  that  Mexico 
could  sustain  a  rocketing  trade 
deficit  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 


BUSINESS  BRIEFS 


Tichon  requests  probe  into  responsibility  for  market  stamp:  The 
state  comptroller  should  investigate  the  responsibility  of  the 
supervisory  authorities  and  the  banks  for  the  recent  stock  market 
slump,  MK.  Dan  Tikhon  (Likud)  requested  yesterday.  Tichon  said 
the  crisis  has  been  worsened  by  the  large  amounts  of  easy  credit 
given  by  the  banks  to  those  who  could  not  repay  the  loans  when 
the  market  fell 


Former  Koor  employee  convicted  of  f«ptx>w»«nMit!  Former  Koor 
Trade  (Asia)  m  Singapore  Asher  Ron  was  convicted  yesterday  in 
Tel  Aviv  District  Court  of  embezzlement  and  breach  of  trust 
Sentencing  was  postponed  nntil  Tuesday. 

According  to  the  indictment,  Ron’s  replacement,  David  Atar, 
discovered  financial  irregularities  when  be  took  office.  Alar’s 
suspicions  were  aroused  when  Ron  made  an  unusual  request  for 
payment  for  a  plane  ticket.  Atar  found  that  the  request  was 
another  in  a  series  of  inflated  air  ticket  prices  for  which  Ron 
sought  compensation. 

Summoned  to  a  meeting  with  the  director-general  of  Koor 
Trade  and  the  Koor  Industries  comptroller,  Ron  admitted 
embezzling  JlOQjDOQ,  mainly  via  the  plane  ticker  scam.  He 
promised  to  return  die  money  and  was  told  no  complaint  would  be 
filed.  Ron  qnit  the  company,  as  agreed  at  the  meeting,  but  the 
press  got  wind  of  the  story,  as  did  toepolice,  who  launched  an 
investigation,  resulting  in  Ron’s  indictment  in  Match  1991.  fl 


Bank  Discount  offers  new  savings  plan:  Bank  Discount  plans  to 
start  offering  an  exclusive  savings  plan  today,  whereby  savers’ 
money  will  be  linked  to  the  apartment  price  index.  The  plan  is 
mainly  intended  for  customers  who  wan!  to  maintain  toe  value  of 
their  money  until  they  can  purchase  an  apartment. 

To  join  toe  plan,  savers  must  make  a  one-time  deposit  of  at 
least  NIS  10,000.  The  plan  offera  savers  full  linkage  to  the 
apartment  pices  index  in  addition  to  a  3%  Indeed  bonus.  At  toe 
end  of  the  saving  period,  savers  can  receive  a  mortgage  equal  to 
'  double  the  amomrt  sayed  in  the  plan.  Discount  Mortgage  Bank 
,_wfll  grant  toe  mortgage  at  an  interest  DJ25%.lesitoaa  the  tariff  rale, 
charged  by  toe  bank  at  the  time  the  mortgage  is  taken  out. 


Battle  brewing  between  EFI,  Apple:  A  battle  is  brewing  between 
Electronics  fix  Imaging  and  Apple  Computer.  EFI  announced  this 
week  it  will  file  a  claim  asserting  that  Apple  violated  an  MTT 
patent  licensed  exclusively  to  EFL 
EFI  sublicenses  the  color  reproduction  system  to  major 
corporations  -  such  as  Eastman  Kodak,  Adobe,  Xerox,  Canon, 
Scitex,  Tqyo  Ink,  Minolta  and  others.  Apple  has  already  Sed  a 
lawsuit  against  EFI  challenging  the  infringement  charges,  as  well 
as  claiming  that  EFI  has  infringed  on  certain  Apple  patents 
relating  to  its  AppleTalk  protocol 


Qal  Insurance  bnys  one-third  of  Shagrir  Towing’s  shares:  Gal 
Insurance,  a  subsidiary  of  Clal  Israel  has  purchased  one-third  of 
Shagrir  Towing  company’s  shares  for  NIS  25  million  from  Dele k 
Auto  System  and  Atera,  a  subsidiary  of  Phoenix,  the  companies 
informed  the  Tel  Aviv  Stock  Exchange  yesterday.  Following  the 
sale,  Delek  and  Phoenix  each  own  one  third  of  the  towing 
company’s  shares,  compared  with  50%  before  the  sale. 


tr 


WORLD  BRIEFS 


GM  reports  record  *94  profits:  General  Motors  Corp,  driven  by 
its  best  performance  in  North  America  in  five  years,  yesterday 
reported  record  1994  profits  of  $4.9  billion.  GM  said  the 
earnings,  which  equaled  55.15  a  share,  were  nearly  double  1993's 
profit  of  $2J  billion,  or  $1.28  a  share.  Reuter 


Luxembourg  court  approves  RCd  compensation  plan:  A 
Luxembourg  court  approved  a  $L8  billion  compensation  deal 
yesterday  for  creditors  of  the  failed  BCO,  paving  the  way  for  the 
first  major  payout  to  creditors  since  the  bank  collapsed  in  1991. 

The  court  was  toe  last  of  three  to  dear  toe  settlement  between 
the  liquidators  of  toe  Bank  of  Credit  and  Commerce  International 
majority  shareholder  Aim  Dhabi  and  creditors.  Reuter 
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Shares  jump 
more  than 
expected 

TEL  AVIV  STOCK  MARKET 


<174.67  X 
+7.72%  ^ 


Two-Sided  index 


ANDRE  LUMBROSO 


173.62 

+7.37% 


Maof  index  Karam  index 


THE  maikei  reacted  more 
strongly  than  expected  yesterday 
lo  the  recommendation  to  cancel 
the  capital  gains  tax. 

The  Two-Sided  rose  7.7%,  the 
Maof  7.4%  and  the  Karam  4.4%. 

Turnover  was  significantly 
higher,  at  NIS  251.1  million. 
More  than  250  securities  were 
marked  “buyers  only.” 

The  market  shifted  into  high 
gear  early  in  the  morning  and 
stayed  there  until  mid-afternoon, 
when  some  signs  of  profit-taking 
moderated  the  price  rises. 

The  Karam  posted  a  net  sur¬ 
plus  of  buy  orders  of  more  than 
NIS  273m.,  while  the  Merelz 
showed  NIS  345m.  of  buy  orders 
without  any  sell  orders. 

Bank  branches  were  reporting 
that  some  of  their  clients  who  had 
been  active  investors  until  recent¬ 
ly  showed  up  again  at  the  bank 
and  placed  buy  orders. 

Prices  rose  by  close  to  10% 
from  the  opening  of  the  after¬ 
noon  trading.  These  rises  affect¬ 
ed  practically  all  the  securities  on 
that  market  with  very  few  excep¬ 
tions  -  such  as  Israel  Chemicals, 
AIPM  and  Bezek,  which  traded 
with  rises  of  about  23%. 

The  two  major  indexes,  the 
Two-Sided  and  the  Maof,  kept 
climbing  until  they  reached  close 
to  85%,  at  which  point  prices 
started  eroding  until  they  de¬ 
clined  by  close  to  1%  from  their 
peak. 

Elbil  and  Elron  rose  10%, 
Osem  was  up  9.25%,  Koor  in¬ 
creased  8.75%,  and  IDB  Bank¬ 
holding  8.25%.  The  highest  rise 
was  in  Hanal  shares,  which 
jumped  41%. 

Among  the  more  moderate 
rises  were  Petrochemicals,  Teva 
up  6.25%.  and  Tadiran  up 
6.75%. 

Teva  and  Tadiran  are  consid¬ 
ered  arbitrage  securities  and  their 
price  is  linked  to  what  occurs  in 
New  York.  Petrochemicals  has 
not  been  much  affected  by  the 
bear  market,  and  concluded  1994 
with  a  positive  real  yield,  which 
was  no  real  feat,  hence  the  mod¬ 
erate  rises. 

The  Maof  Options  market 


could  have  been  characterized  as 
frantic.  Its  turnover  in  terms  of 
the  basic  asset  reached  a  record 
NIS  774m. 

The  calls  which  are  close  to  the 
present  index,  170  and  ISO,  rose 
by  more  than  70%,  while  the  par¬ 
allel  puts  declined  by  half. 

Those  investors  who  wrote 
CALL  options  at  160  and  170  for 
June  must  wonder  how  much 
they  might  loose. 

Most  of  the  selling  came  from 
the  institutionals,  particularly  the 
Provident  funds,  which  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  high  prices  to  sell. 

The  big  question,  of  course,  is 
where  the  market  is  going  -  is  it 
undergoing  a  technical  correction 
or  is  it  starting  on  another  bull 
market? 

The  consensus  among  traders 
and  analysts  seems  to  be  that  the 
present  rise  is  technical  and  the 
market  will  stabilize  for  the  time 
being  at  about  180. 

They  point  out  that  most  of  the 
activity  was  on  the  Two-Sided 
market  -  the  turnover  there  was 
NIS  218m..  while  the  turnover  on 
the  Karam  market  was  only 
NIS  33m.  The  low  turnover  on 
the  Karam  might  be  explained  by 
the  fact  that  more  than  250  secu¬ 
rities  were  declared  buyers  only 
and  hence  were  not  traded. 

However,  those  represented  a 
quarter  of  the  securities  traded 
on  that  market 

There  were  those  who  felt  that 
the  market  was  picking  up  steam, 
and  they  were  encouraged  by  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  buyers  on 
yesterday’s  market  were  inves¬ 
tors  who  had  dropped  out  of  the 
share  market  and  were  making 
their  return  felt. 

The  market  will  answer  in  the 
coming  trading  days  a  fundamen¬ 
tal  political  question.  Those  who 
had  attacked  relentlessly  the  cap¬ 
ital  gains  tax  had  argued  ir  was 
the  basic  factor  behind  the  bear 
market. 

Should  they  prove  wrong  and 
the  market  continues  to  stutter, 
even  at  a  slightly  higher  index 
level,  many  politicians  and  lead¬ 
ing  businessmen  will  end  up  with 
egg  on  their  faces. 


FTSE  Index  closes 
4.3  points  lower 

WORLD  MARKET  ROUNDUP 


LONDON  (Reuter)  -  Shares  of 
British  blue  chips  ended  mixed 
with  a  weaker  tone  in  relatively 
light  volume  as  investors  re¬ 
mained  sidelined,  waiting  to  see 
whether  US  and  British  monetary 
authorities  will  raise  interest  rates 
as  expected. 

The  FTSE  100  closed  off  4.3 
points  at  2,991.6. 

TOKYO  -  Tokyo  Stocks  dosed 
lower  as  profit-taking  and  hedge 
selling  offeet  active  fresh  buying 
of  construction  and  related 
stocks.  The  key  225-share  Nikkei 
average  closed  down  103.06 
points,  or  0.55  percent,  at 
18.649.82. 

SYDNEY  -  The  Australian 
share  market  closed  at  a  two- 
month  low  on  light  volume  after 


Wall  Street  slipped  on  fears  of  an 
interest  rate  increase. 

The  All  Ordinaries  Index  end¬ 
ed  26.1  points,  or  1.41%  down,  at 
1. 830.6. 

JOHANNESBURG  -  South 
African  shares  finished  mixed  as 
industrials  remained  under  pres¬ 
sure.  However,  gold  attempted  a 
bounce  from  lows  following  re¬ 
cent  steep  losses,  buyers  re¬ 
mained  scarce  amid  concern 
about  emerging  markets  and  for¬ 
eign  selling,  while  a  softer  finan¬ 
cial  rand  offered  limited  support 
to  offshore  traded  stocks. 

The  Overall  Index  was  38.2 
points  off  at  5,054.2.  The  indus¬ 
trial  index  50.2  lower  at  6,221.7 
and  the  gold  index  12.2  better  at 
1 307.4. 


Blue-chip  stocks  dose  higher 

WALL  STREET  REPORT 


NEW  YORK  (Reuter)  -  Blue- 
chip  stocks  dosed  higher  yester¬ 
day  as  US  President  Clinton's 
surprised  move  to  bypass  Con¬ 
gressional  opposition  to  his  aid 
package  for  Mexico  relieved  con¬ 
cern  over  a  potential  disruption 
of  international  financial 
markets. 


The  Dow  Jones  industrial  aver¬ 
age  dosed  with  a  gain  of  11.78 
points  at  3343.86,  based  on  early 
and  unofficial  data. 

In  the  broader  market,  advanc¬ 
ing  issues  led  declines  4-3  on  very 
active  trading  of  more  than  411 
million  shares  on  the  New  York 
Stock  Exchange. 
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Man  Utd  to  Cantona: 
This  is  your  last  chance 


LONDON  (Reuter)  -  Eric  Cantona  bas  been  told  he 
will  be  sacked  by  Manchester  United  if  he  is  in¬ 
volved  in  any  more  serious  trouble. 

The  warning  came  from  United  chairman  Martin 
Edwards,  who  said:  “If  Eric  was  to  repeat  the  sort  of 
behavior  we  saw  at  Selhurst  Park,  we  would  have  to 
dispense  with  his  services. 

“If  he  perpetrated  an  offense  of  similar  gravity  the 
FA  would  take  steps  to  remove  him  from  the  game.” 

Cantona  has  flown  to  France  to  avoid  the  media 
spotlight  following  bis  attack  on  a  Crystal  Palace  fan 
after  he  had  been  sent  off  In  last  Wednesday's 
Premier  League  match. 

“I  jusr  hope  Eric  realizes  he  can’t  carry  on  like  the 
other  night  and  he  appreciates  the  opportunity  the 
club  have  given  him  to  continue,”  added  Edwards. 


The  French  striker  has  been  suspended  for  the 
rest  of  the  season  and  fined  two  weeks’  wages  by 
United.  He  faces  an  FA  charge  of  misconduct  bring¬ 
ing  the  game  into  disrepute. 

But  three  opposition  British  Members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  all  represeating  constituencies  near  Manches¬ 
ter  United's  Old  Trafford  headquarters,  have  called 
on  the  club  to  think  again. 

In  a  motion  presented  in  the  House  of  Commons 
yesterday,  they  say  that  Cantona  “should  be  allowed 
an  early  resumption  of  his  playing  career,  certainly 
before  the  end  of  the  current  season”. 

The  MPs,  all  members  of  the  Labor  Party,  said 
the  club  had  been  influenced  by  a  ‘'hysterica]”  me¬ 
dia  campaign  and  Cantona  had  been  the  subject  of 
appalling  abuse. 


Penalty  save  keeps  Wolves  alive 


LONDON  (Reuter)  -  A  superb 
penalty  save  by  Paul  Jones  kept 
alive  Wolverhampton’s  dreams  of 
reviving  former  glory  days  as  they 
fought  out  a  goalless  draw  with 
Sheffield  Wednesday  in  an  FA 
Cup  fourth  round  tie  on  Monday. 

"hie  Wolves  goalkeeper  threw 
himself  high  to  his  right  to  turn 
aside  the  spot-kick  by  Chris  Bart- 
WiJiiams  after  a  questionable  de¬ 
cision  by  referee  Alan  Wilkie 
looked  to  have  given  the  Premier 


League  side  the  chance  of  a  late 
winner. 

Wilkie,  the  referee  who  sent 
off  Manchester  United's  Eric 
Cantona  last  Wednesday  prior  to 
the  Frenchman's  televised  attack 
on  a  fan,  ruled  Bart- Williams  had 
been  brought  down  by  Wolves 
defender  Neil  Emblen  three  min¬ 
utes  from  the  end. 

ft  looked  a  surprising  decision, 
with  Emblen  clearing  the  ball  for 
a  comer  long  before  Bart- Wil¬ 


liams  stumbled  and  fell. 

But  justice  was  seen  to  be  done 
when  Jones  turned  the  spot-kick 
around  the  post. 

A  draw  was  no  less  than 
Wolves  deserved  with  the  First 
Division  dub  mounting  a  number 
of  telling  attacks  on  the  Wednes¬ 
day  goal. 

The  eventual  winners  have 
been  drawn  at  home  in  the  fifth 
round  against  Leicester,  current¬ 
ly  bottom  of  the  Premier  League. 


Struggling  Rangers  beat  Senators 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  -  Adam 
Graves  recorded  his  fifth  career 
hat  trick  and  added  an  assist,  and 
Petr  Nedved  scored  his  first  two 
goals  as  a  Ranger  as  New  York 
broke  out  of  an  scoring  slump  and 
beat  the  winless  Ottawa  Senators 
6-2  Monday  night 

Steve  Larmer  also  scored  and 
Mike  Richter  made  20  saves  for 
the  Rangers,  who  had  dropped 
four  of  their  first  five  games  this 
season  after  winning  the  Stanley 
Cup  last  June. 

The  Senators  (0-3-2)  were  the 
perfect  antidote  for  New  York’s 
woes.  Ottawa  has  dropped  all 
eight  games  against  New  York 
since  re-entering  the  league  two 
seasons  ago. 

Sean  Hill  and  Pat  Elynuik 
scored  for  Ottawa. 

Panthers  2,  Bruins  1 

John  Vanbiesbroock  stopped  38 
shots  and  Dave  Lowry  snapped  a  tie 
as  visiting  Florida  won  its  third  in  a 
row  after  opening  the  season  with 
three  consecutive  losses.  The  Brains 
have  lost  two  in  a  row  after  winning 
their  first  three. 

Vanbiesbrouck  saw  more  action  - 
16  saves  -  in  the  first  period  than 
Boston  goalie  Viraiy  Riendeau  did  all 
game  as  the  Panthers  mustered  just 
24  shots.  In  all.  Boson  oueshot  Flori¬ 
da  39-14. 

Boston’s  Cam  Neely  and  Florida’s 
Jesse  Belanger  matched  goals. 

Leafs  2,  Stars  1 

Toronto's  Felix  Potvin,  fifth  in  the 
NHL  in  wins  last  year,  stopped  43 
shots  as  the  visiting  Maple  Leafs 


CHECKED-  Rangers  defenseman  Kevin  Lowe  crashes  into  Ottawa  left-winger  Sylrain  Tnrgeon  as 
Rangers  right-winger  Steve  Larmer  follows  the  play  Monday. 


spoiled  Dallas's  bone  opener.  .. 

Dmitri  Mironov  and  Todd  GiS,  the 
latter  with  an  unassisted  power-play 
ratal,  scored  for  Toronto.  The  Stars 
finally  broke  through  against  Potvin 
early  in  the  third  period  when  Suss 
Courtnall  spoiled  the  shutout  bid  by 
poking  Oral  Ludwig’s  rebound  into 
the  net 


Red  Wfatgs  4,  Oilers  2 
Ray  Sheppard's  shah  gpsl  at  the 
season  snapped  a  2-2  tie  early  in  the 
third  period  and  led  viatiiig  Detroit 
to  its  victory.  It  was  Edmonton's 
fourth  straight  loss. 

Sheppard’s  shot  from  the  tap  of  the 
fece-off  circle  went  into  the  top  right- 
hand  corner. 


Mike  Kntshdnyski  completed  the 
scoring  when  he  fired  the  puck 
through  the  Edmonton  goalie’s  legs. 


MONDAY’S  RESULTS: 
Florida  2,  Boston  1 
n  v  6.  Ottawa  2 


300,000  fans  welcome  champion  49ers  home 


HOMECOMING  KING  -  San  Francisco  49ers  quarterback  Steve  Young  waves  to  thousands  of 
fans  during  a  parade  In  San  Francisco  Monday.  (AP) 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (AP)  -  With 
fans  craning  their  necks  from  of¬ 
fice  building  windows  and  others 
climbing  trees  for  a  better  view,  a 
jubilant  crowd  of  some  300,000 
Monday  welcomed  home  the  Su¬ 
per  Bowl  champion  San  Francico 
49ers. 

“We  are  No.  1  in  the  world, 
baby!”  bellowed  49ers  tackle 
Steve  Wallace. 

Wallace  spoke  through  a  mi¬ 
crophone  borrowed  from  a  televi¬ 
sion  crew  during  the  victory  pa¬ 
rade  through  downtown  San 
Francisco  to  hail  the  team's  re¬ 
cord  fifth  Super  Bowl  title. 

The  well-behaved  crowd  con¬ 
trasted  with  Sunday  night’s 
booze-fueled  outburst,  which 
ended  .  in  183  arrests,  most  for 
minor  alcohol-related  offenses. 
Two  men  received  minor  gunshot 
wounds  and  one  girl  was  stabbed. 

In  1990,  when  San  Francisco 
last  won  the  Super  Bowl,  at  least 
14  people  were  treated  for  inju¬ 
ries  related  to  the  postgame  cele¬ 
bration.  Seven  were  stabbed, 
four  were  shot  and  three  were  in 
rraffic  accidents. 

Acting  California  Gov.  Gray 
Davis  declared  Monday  “49ere 
Day”  statewide.  Davis,  the 
state's  lieutenant  governor,  is  fill¬ 
ing  in  while  Gov.  Pete  Wilson  is 
out  of  the  state. 

Davis  presented  the  official 
proclamation  to  owner  Edward 
DeBartoJo  Jr.  before  the  start  of 
the  parade. 

Fans  strained  for  a  glimpse  of 
quarterback  Steve  Young,  wide 
receiver  Jerry  Rice  and  the  rest  of 
the  players,  who  arrived  just 


hours  earlier  from  Miami. 

Spectators  stood  at  least  10 
deep  in  a  light  drizzle  on  the  pa¬ 
rade  route  along  Market  Street  in 
the  heart  of  San  Francisco.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  red  and  gold  balloons 
fashioned  into  arcs  were  posi¬ 
tioned  over  the  street  every  block 
or  so. 

In  the  first  car,  DeBartoIo  held 
aloft  the  gleaming  silver  Super 
Bowl  trophy.  He  was  joined  in 
the  convertible  by  49ers  coach 
George  Seifert  and  San  Francisco 
Mayor  Frank  Jordan. 

Deion  Sanders,  in  a  black  base¬ 
ball  cap  worn  slightly  askew  and 
sunglasses,  drew  shrieks  from  de¬ 


lighted  fans.  As  Rice  rode  by,  the 
crowd  chanted  “Jerry!  Jerry! 
Jerry!” 

The  49ers’  49-26  blowout  of  the 
San  Diego  Chargers  on  Sunday 
settled  the  only  real  question  left 
for  49er  fans  after  beating  Dallas 
in  the  NFC  championship  game  - 
is  this  the  best  team  in  the  NFL, 
or  is  it  the  best  team  in  the  history 
of  the  NFL? 

Rosa  Mora  bad  the  answer  as 
she  waved  a  49ers  flag  over  police 
barriers.  “It’s  the  best  team  in 
history  -  definitely,”  she  said. 

Chargers  cheered 

Under  a  bright  Southern  California 
sky  and  beside  a  sparkling  blue  har¬ 


bor,  the  wounded  San  Diego  Char¬ 
gers  returned  home  Monday  -  and 
suddenly  life  didn't  look  quite  so 
g]um- 

"We  took  a  lidring,  but  there’ll  be 
another  day,"  coach  Bobby  Ross 
said.  *Tve  told  the  players,  what  we 
have  to  do  is  just  put  that  game  be¬ 
hind  us." 

Tens  of  thousands  of  fans  poured 
into  downtown  San  Diego  on  Monday 
to  start  that  very  process. 

Welcoming  their  team  from  a  dev¬ 
astating  loss,  the  hometown  crowd 
cheered  and  screamed,  waved  flags 
and  “bolts”  and  tried  to  reassure  the 
Charges  all  is  not  so  bleak. 

“It’s  a  nice  welcome,  after  we  did  a 
□ot-so-good  job,"  said  tight  end 
Duane  Young,  his  smile  small  and 
pained. 


SPORTS  BRIEFS 

Mansell-McLaren  deal  soon  officiaT 

Nigel  Mansell's  return  to  Formula  One  with  the  McLarea- 
Mercedes  team  is  expected  to  be  announced  Friday. 

Mansell,  the  former  Formula  One  and  Indy-<ar  champion, 
has  reportedly  agreed  to  a£5-miHion  contract  with  foe  England- 
based  team  for  the  1995  season. 

Romario  World  Player  of  the  Year 

Brazilian  striker  Romario  was  voted  1994  World  Flayer  of  foe 
Year  at  the  FIFA  annual  awards  ceremony  on  Monday. 

Bulgarian  striker  Hristo  Stoichkov  came  second  in  a  voce  by 
more  than  100  national  coaches. 

Italy's  Roberto  Baggio,  winner  last  year,  was  third. 

Crawley  confirms  fitness  for  final  Test 

England  batsman  John  Crawley  confirmed  yesterday  he  wiD 
be  fit  for  foe  fifth  and  final  Test  against  Ankratia  starting  on 
Friday  despite  sustaining  a  neck  injury  during  the  tourists’ 
fourth  Test  triumph. 

Crawley  was  unable  to  field  after  he  was  injured  while 
scoring  71  on  Monday  before  England  secured  a  lpfi-nm  wiaia 
Adelaide. 

Baseball  still  deadlocked 

One  week  before  US  President  BUI  Clinton’s  deadline  for 
progress  toward  settling  foe  baseball  strike,  neither  owners  nor 
players  appeared  willing  to  budge  much. 

Owners  began  arriving  Monday  night  and  management’s 
negotiating  committee  was  scheduled  to  meet  yesterday.  The 
union’s  negotiating  committee  met  for  about  six  boms 
Monday  and  about  60  players  were  expected  for  an  executive 
board  meeting  yesterday;  the  day  before  talks  resume. 

Last  Thursday,  CJinton  ordered  talks  to  resume  and  set  a 
February  6  deadline  for  progress  toward  a  deal 

Another  arrest  in  Italian  soccer  stabbing 

As  Italians  prepared  for  foe  first  canceled  soccer  round  since 
1945,  police  yesterday  arrested  a  second  teenager  in  the 
stabbing  death  of  a  Genoa  fan  which  sparked  riots  and  . 
shocked  foe  country. 

Mflan  police  said  a  17-year-old yonlh,  identified  asMLG.,  - 
was  charged  with  lending  the  alleged  killer  foe  knife  used  to 
stab  Vincenzo  Spagnolo,  25. 


Kippas  cause 
controversy 

LOS  ANGELES  (AP)  -  Rules  on 
religions  head  wear  In  the  US  and 
patUcsiarfy  foe  state  of  California 
codd  be  changed  mod  because  of 
a  controversy  smroqiKfing  an  Or- 
fbodox  Jewish  school's  basketball 
team’s  practice  of  wearing  kippas 
during  games. 

A  commissioner  for  tire  Califor¬ 
nia  Interscholastic  Federation  - 
the  governing  body  for  high 
school  sports  in  the  state  -  said  be 
wants  the  rales  clarified  tu  order 
to  prevent  a  repeat  of  several  inef- 
dents  in  which  members  of  the 
VaBey  Torah  High  School  basket¬ 
ball  team  were  told  not  to  wear 
Aek.iladkapdiaiDg  games. 

Dean  Crowley,  the  southern 
.  section  commissioner,  had  written 
-  a  letter  gnuotiugLbe  players  per-  • 
mission  to  wear  the  capvbut  offi¬ 
cials  still  ordered  them  to  remove 
the  kippas  or  risk  forfeiting  the 
game. 

The  team  complied  the  first 
time  in  a  season  opener  at  Calvary 
Baptist  in  La  Verne,  but  refused 
the  second  time  in  a  December  19 
game  at  Whitney  High  in  Cerri¬ 
tos.  After  a  40-minute  delay,  the 
referee  reluctantly  proceeded 
with  that  game. 

-  Officials  contended  they  were 
motivated  by  safety  because  of  the 
kippas’  metal  dips.  Support  for 
the  school  “has  been  fantastic,” 
said  Carlos  Ramos,  secular  prin¬ 
cipal  and  athletic  director  at  Val¬ 
ley  Torah. 

SCOREBOARD 

BASKETBALL- Hapod  Td  Aviv  beat  Is¬ 
tanbul's  Fenerbabcfee  91-87  it  ItabUta 
test  night  in  the  European  Cap  Baal  pooL 


Barkley  leads  Suns  past  Cavs 


CLEVELAND  (AP)  -  Charles 
Barkley  scored  20  points,  includ¬ 
ing  the  clinching  basket  with  just 
over  a  minute  left,  as  the  Phoenix 
Suns  beat  the  Clevelaid  Cava¬ 
liers  89-82  Monday  nighL 

The  Suns  finished  off  a  4-1  road 
trip  and  won  for  foe  13th  time  in 
15  games. 

Neither  team  built  a  double¬ 
digit  lead  at  any  point  in  the 
game,  which  featured  six  techni¬ 
cal  fouls  on  the  Suns  and  two  on 
the  Cavs  -  all  for  illegal  defenses. 

Danny  Maiming  and  Dan  Ma- 
jerle  each  scored  14  points  for  the 
Suns. 

Terrell  Brandon,  who  missed 
the  previous  four  games  with  a 
sprained  wrist,  led  foe  Cavs  with 
20  points.  Danny  Ferry  scored  37 
-  six  on  technical  foui  shots  -  and 
John  Williams  had  16. 

Jazz  115,  Timber* olves  80 

John  Stockton  had  14  assists  Mon¬ 
day  night,  leaving  him  11  shy  of  Mag¬ 
ic  Johnson’s  career  NBA  assists 
mark,  as  host  Utah  stretched  its  win¬ 
ning  streak  to  13  games. 

Karl  Malone  led  the  Jazz  with  25 
points.  Isaiah  Rider  paced  Minnesota 
with  19  points  as  the  Timberwolves 


lost  for  the  seventh  time  in  their  last 
11  games. 

Stockton,  who  scored  11  points, 
had  12  assists  in  the  first  half  and 
could  have  come  closer  to  Johnson’s 
record  mark  of  9,921  assists  bad  he 
played  more  of  the  second  half. 
Stockton,  who  bas  9,911  assists,  sat 
out  all  bur  two  minutes  of  the  fourth 
quarter. 

Soaks  109,  76ers  104 
Sam  Perkins  scored  a  season-high 
31  points  as  the  Supeisonics  won  their 
seventh  straight  road  game  with  a 
co  me' from -behind  victory. 

ft  was  the  fourth  straight  game  that 
the  76ers,  losers  of  15  of  their  last  17, 
lost  a  game  in  die  final  minute. 

The  Sonics,  who  trailed  by  15  with 
8:28  left,  look  the  lead  for  good  on 
Gary  Payton's  driving  layup  with  31 
seconds  left. 

Detlef  Schrempf  had  23  -oirte  for 
Seattle.  Dana  Barros  had  19  points  to 
lead  the  76ers,  and  Scott  Williams 
added  14  points  and  13  rebounds. 

Hawks  95,  Heat  92 
Former  heat  guard  Steve  Smith  hit 
a  3-pointer  with  30.6  seconds  remain¬ 
ing  to  lift  visiting  Atlanta  to  victory. 

MONDAY’S  RESULTS: 

Seattle  109,  Phibuklphra  104 
Aetata  95,  Miami  91 
Phoenix  89,  Ctmtand  82 
Detroit  102,  LA.  Clippers  95 
Utah  115,  Minnesota  80 
New  Jersey  99,  Portland  98 
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Quality  Classifieds 


RATES 


PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  -  All  rates 
include  VAT:. 

Single  Weekday  -  NIS  87.75 for  ID  words 
(minimum),  each  adcfitionai  word  NIS  8.77 
FRIDAY  and  HOLIDAY  EVE  -  NIS  1 28.70 
for  to  wards  (miramum};  each  additional 
word  NIS  12.87. 

MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY  and  FRIDAY 
(Package)  -  NIS  198.90,  each  additional 
word  NIS  19.89. 

WEEK  RATE  (6  Insertions  -  NIS  257.40; 
each  additional  word  NIS  25.74, 

FOUR  FRIDAYS  NIS  339.30  for  10  words 
{minimum)  each  additional  word  -  NIS 
33.93. 

MONTHLY  (24  insertions)  NIS  526.50  10 
words  (miramum)  each  additional  word  - 
NIS  52.65 

DEADLINES  offices: 

Jerusalem-  weekdays  -  12  noon  the  day 
before  publication;  for  Friday  and  Sunday 
-  6  p.m.  on  Thursday. 

Tel  Avtv  and  Haifa- weekdays  - 12  noon, 
2  days  before  puWicatiortfor  Friday  and 
Sunday  -  4  p.m.  Thursday  in  Tel  Avtv  and 
12  noon  Thursday  in . 


GENERAL 


DWELLINGS 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

JERUSALEM  INN  GUESTHOUSE  Fam¬ 
ily -TOO  ms  with  private  bathroom,  reason¬ 
able  rated,  city  center,  v  02-252757,  fax 
02-251297 

— - - - - — — - - • —  m«83 

INN  PUCES  LTD.  affordable  home  bed  & 
breakfast,  self-catering  apts.,  country¬ 
wide,  choice  locations.  Tel/Fax  09- 
576204,  P.O.B,  577,  HOzfiya. 

. —  -  ■  -  -  WWW 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  In  Jerusalem,  short 
tram  rentals,  Jerusalem  Lodges  Ltd.  P.O. 
Box  4233  91044  Jerusalem.  *  02-61 1745 
FAX:  02-618541. 

- - — — - -  017939 

SLAT-  Cottage  vacation  flat  -  NISS0  per 
person.  Minimum  two.  07-332911.  owzsi 


SITS.  VAC. 


REQUIRED:  Opticians  &  experienced 
saleswomen.  Throughout  the  country.  Ex¬ 
cellent  conditions,  tr  03-5791517/8,  03- 
5241081/2.  mm> 


PURCHASE/SALE 


FOR  SALE 


MOVING  SALE:  Caloric  gas  oven, 
table  +  6  chairs  wflightea  hutch,  antique 
sofa  +  chairs,  womens  clothes  +  more,  w 
06-378555.  mm 


VEHICLES 


TOYOTA  COROLLA  XU  Plus,  93,  manual, 
A.B.S..  27.000  KM.  «  06-907616.  area 


JERUSALEM 


DWELLINGS 


RENTALS 


BEIT  HAKEREM  (BARHIYAHU).  for  rent- 
tale,  3  spacious  +  balconies  +  heating, 
immediate,  tr  02-6540292. 

— - - sine 

MOLCHO  ST..  2  ROOMS,  80  sq.m..  02- 
632855. 

REHA  VIA.  3.  ground  floor,  fuBy  furnished. 
European  style,  new,  balcony.  TeL  02- 
634116  NS. 

COTTAGE  APARTMENT.  5  rooms,  In  Beit 

Hsksrem,  empty,  padring.  Starting  1.3-95. 
TeL  02-435658. 

- 01899* 

GERMAN  COLONY  5 + garden,  furnished 
1  year  from  July  '95  ’•option  to  renew,  Tel 

02-715535  aanM 


SALES 


ITALIAN  COLONY.  Last  few  choree  luxury 
apartments.  Parking,  garden,  balconies. 
On  private  land.  From  £250,000.  v  02- 
SI  7866,  02-666571. 

— - - — - - - - 019G1B 

JEWISH  QUARTER  VILLA.  11+  rooms, 
300  sq.m.,  courtyard,  roof  with  view, 
domes,  unfinished,  a  02-661895. 

-  -  ■  -  — . .  OUffiZ 

GILO.  GIVAT  CANADA.  4,  ground  floor, 
improved,  beautiful,  garden,  parking  + 
Storeroom,  w  02-760336. 

DAVID'S  VILLAGE  (MAMJLLA),  15,  beau¬ 
tifully  furnished,  new  appliances,  immraS- 
ate  occupancy.  Exclusive  to  SHIRAN  wflh 
ANGLO-SAXON,  *  02-251161.  mw: 


WHERE  TO  STAY 

EARLYBIRD  DISCOUNT!  JERUSALEM. 
Beloveds,  here  spring,  Pesach?  Luxurious 
hotel  aparfrrwnL  «  07-373941,  N.S. 

TOURIST:  short-term.  Old  Katamon,  3 
rooms,  completely  furnished  &  equipped, 
beautiful.  *  02-633178. 


SITS.  VAC. 


OFFICE  STAFF 


LOOKING  FOR  WORK?  If  you  speak  and 
read  Engish,  call  Shmuef  11  am  -  3  pm. 
Tel.  02-915074.  disks 

PURCHASE/SALE 

3/4  SIZE  CELLO  with  bow,  $850.  »  02- 
735969  (NS). 


2  AMERICAN  PORCELAIN  sinks,  almond, 
matching  Delta  faucets,  new,  $350.00.  TeL 
02-511230,  NS.  onm 


TEL  AVIV 


DWELLINGS 


RENTALS 


FOR  RBtT,  1  room  +•  balcony,  in  private 
t  In  Tel  aviv,  next  to  tite  sea.  TeL 
i  from  11.-00  an. 

. OtBMT 

MANDARIN  COLONY,  2  furnished  rooms, 
high  +  swimming  pool  a  03-8*27989. 

— .  ota«R 

FULLY  EQUIPPED  beautiful  apartments, 
long/short-term,  central,  quiet.  *  03- 
5252104.  orate 


SALES 


TEL  HASHOMER,  country  hoove,  240/510 
sqm,  spacious  and  quiet  3630,000.  *03- 
5347966. 

-  MSB 

FROM  FOREIGN  RESIDENT!!  In  Ramat 
Aviv  Gimme!!!,  on  Beraaani,  5,  hugs 
160sqn^htah,ovBriooking  the  sea,  attrac¬ 
tive  price.  TSCO’  w  03-6428293.  (turns 

HOLIDAY  APT& 

"MiGDAL  HAYAM",  on  Tel  Aviv  seashore, 
frafiday/businass  apartments,  in  different 
03-5179241.  owna 


REALTY 


PLOTS 


SERVICES 


LESSONS 


HEBREW  CENTER.  Intensive,  private  les¬ 
sons.  All  languages.  Titering  pupils.  Psy¬ 
chometric  preparations.  Tel.  03-5227956; 
02-388383.  ,  ~  omasa 


SITS.  VAC. 


OFFICE  STAFF 


IMMEDIATE  opening  tor  English  secre¬ 
tary,  experienced  in  computers,  Hebrew 
not  required.- Phone  Liza  at  w-  03- 
5601054. 

. . orsan 

BOOKEEPER,  experienced,  level  3,  En¬ 
glish  mother  tongue,  computer,  Immedi¬ 
ate.  TeL  03-5650723,  Fax.  0&56Z7414. 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

ARE  YOU  AN  EuropaartBouth  AfricartfFar 
East  GirtT?  We  have  Au  PaWNanny/Hous- 
keep  Ing  positions  throughout  the  country, 
long-term,  (Ne-ln/out.  Very  attracts 
wages.  Veronica  working  hours  Sun,  Tue, 
Wed  9-2pm  w  03-6190423.  AH  other  Hours 
*  03-5771944. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  warm  and  ganffiLAu 
for  generous  Engtiih  family, 
central  Tel  Aviv,  Uve-fo,  S750,  v  q3- 
291748  (Jackie)  ’ 

STARAU  PAIR  INTERNATIONAL  <K 
tats  for.  foreigners  immedatiy.  Tel  Aw. 
Engjefld,  New  York.  Minimum  $950 
monthly. w  034101195,  052-452002 

IMMEDIATE  JOBS  available!  The  AuS 
.  Agency  wrtiadiftenance  for  more.than  10 
ysars  now.  CaB  HSma. «  034)659937. 

m  rES 

WSteES8-  <&5'07017 


^.®®S£fcronei*a,Tsl- 


IN  TEL  AV1VU  Shikun  HaktzWml!  500sqm, 
for  2  cottages/offices.  ■Mazada"  Proper¬ 
ties.  v  03-6048269.  om« 


EXPERIENCED  NANNY  requited.  English 
speaking,  references  essential,  w  03- 

■ . —  010606 

UVE-IN  household  help,  no  cooking,  ex¬ 
cellent  condition*,  tr  034379535S.  Not 
Shabbat 


LA/E-OUT,  household 
excellent  conditions.  « 
ShabbaL 


•  Danoo 


■48  Not 


AUPAiR  Bve-in,  care  of  two  chlkfre 
household  *  good  coraHfons  *  Tel 
6421179, 050-206297  tt 


DAN  REGION 


DWELLINGS 


RENTALS 


RAMAT  GAN,  near  Diamond  C 
sate  or  rent  beautiful.  ‘ 


build 


SHARON  AREA 


dwellings 

RENTALS 

■WJDE  SELECTION  of  unfcmfehe 


SALES 


hbcuya  pituach.  e» 

89.  casnjans.  »  09*57090" 


abroad 


BIBBS 


dines 


IJS& 


5SJ 


^  The  Jerusalem  Post 


WEATHER 


Wednesday,  February  1,  1995 


WHAT’S  ON 
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Forecast:  Partly  doudy  to  daar  and 
sBflhtly  warmer. 
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WHERE  TO  GO 


JERUSALEM 

Candnctwi  Tovn 

HEBREW  UNIVERSITY-  Tour*  of  the 
Mount  Scopus  campus,  in  English,  daily 
SurL-Thur^  if  ajn.  from  Bronfman  Re¬ 
ception  Centre,  Sherman  Administra¬ 
tion  BfcJg.  Boses  4a.  S,  23,  26,  28.  For 
info,  call  8828191. 

AMT  VVomaia.  For  a  free  conducted 
tour  of  our  installations,  call  Jerusalem 
619272;  Tel  Aviv  52331 54.  Hour*:  8:00 
a.m.-1:30  puit,  Sun.-Thur. 


-  TEL  AVIV 


IT 


■J:  i. 


•  0.2  s 

■  rM 


- 


dcr*  ;,Ppt 


TB.  AVnf  MUSEUM  OF  ART.  Conrad 
Fefixmuller:  His  Dresden  Years,  explo¬ 
ration  of  the  work  of  a  German  Expres¬ 
sionist  artistO Keith  Haring Ol6th-1 9th 
Cent  European  ArtOfrnprassionism. 
Post-1  mpresskmismOThe  School  of 
ParisC-Tha  Moshe  and  Sara  Mayer 
Coll.OSculptumO20th  cent.  Modem 
Master*  -  Mnne-Bhanental-  Coll.  O  Is¬ 
raeli  Art  -  A  Historic  Presentatfon- 
OFrom  New  Horizons  Onward.  HELE¬ 
NA  RUBINSTEIN  PAVILION  FOR 
CONTEMPORARY  ART.  Asim  Abn- 
ShakreOThe  Cactus  Motif  in  Israeli  Art, 
1910-1990.  Hours:  Weekdays  10:00 
a.m.-6  P-m.  Tutu  10  a.m.-lO  pm.  Frv, 
SbU  lOtOQ  ajn.-2:00  pjn.  Art  Educa¬ 
tion  Center,  TeL  6919165/07.'. 
ORtljfTo  'vWf'dtir  'techhdtogicsi  Mglf 
Schools,  -can  Jerusalem  5T3W;-To(  * 
Aviv  5203222.  5203293;  Natanya 
823744. 

MKZO.  To  visRour  projects  call  Tel  Aviv 
6923819;  Jerusalem  256060;  Haifa 
3888T7.  .  . 

HAIFA 

WHAT'S  ON  IN  HAIFA,  dial  04- 
374253. 


GENERAL 

ASSISTANCE 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

JenisalaiiK  Rina  Pharm.  31  David  Yel- 
lln,  383788;  Balsam,  Salah  e-Din, 
272315;  Shuafat,  Situate!  Road,  810108; 
Dar  Aldawa,  Herod's  Gate,  282058. 

Tel  Avfvr  Savt/,  1  Uriel  (cnr  Toledano). 
604-0652;  Afarsemon.  110  Yehuda  Ha¬ 
levi,  561-3010.  TiU  3  a.m  Thursday: 
Ben- Yehuda,  142  Ben-Yehuda,  R223535. 
Till  midnight:  Superpharm  Ramat  Avhr, 
40  Sustain,  6413730. 

Ri'anatw-Kfar  Sava:  Kupat  Halim 
Clalit,  8  Harashut,  Hod  Hasharon, 
981175. 

Natanya:  Kanaal,  IGryat  Nordau  Com¬ 
mercial  Cenoar,  361774. 

Krayot  area:  Harman,  4  Simtat  Mo- 
diln.  Kkyat  Motzkin.  70777013. 

Haifa:  IGryat  Eliezer.  6  Mayerhoff  Sq.. 
511707.  ,  .  a 

HarzHya:  CJal  Pham  Boh  Mericazim,  6 
Masldt  (cnr.  Sderot  Hagalim).  Herzilya 
Pmi ah,  558472,  558407.  Open  9  a.m  to 
midnight  , 

Upper  Nazareth:  Oal  Pharm.  Lav  Hair 
Mall,  570468.  Open  9  a.m.  to  10  psn. 

DUTY  HOSPITALS 

Jerusalem:  Hadassah  Ein  Kerem  (in- 
tamol,  obstetrics*  ENT); -Hadassah  Ml 
Scopus  (surgery,  orthopedics);  Bifcur 
Hoflm  (pediatrics);  Shuars  Zedek  (oph¬ 
thalmology).  In  case  of  heart  attack,  at¬ 
tempted  resuscitation,  snake  bite  or 
scorpion  sting,  go  immecfiately  to  near¬ 
est  hospital. 

Tel  Aviv:  Tel  Aviv  Medical  Center  (pe¬ 
diatrics,  internal,  surgery). 

Neteuya:  Laniado. 


POLICE  100 

FIRE  102 

FIRST  AID  101 

Magma  David  Adorn 

In  emergencies  dial  101  (Hebrew)  or  911 
(English)  in  most  parts  of  the  country.  In 
addition: 

Ashdod-  551333  Kami  Id"  988555 
Aahkaton  551332  W«r  Sava"  90Z222 
Bat  Yam'  551HH  Oran  8311111 
B— rahahe*  274767  K.  Shmona*  944334 
Bair  Shemesfi  S23733  Nahartye"  912333 
Dm  Region"  S793333N*tanw*  623333 
tint*  372333  Fatah  life#*  931  ITU 

HmIm"  0&S23333  Rahovot"  451333 
Haifa'  512233 
Hunor*  920333 
Hoton*  SSI  111  I  _ 

Jerusalem*  623133 


CRITIC'S  CHOICE 


CLASSICAL 

MUSIC 

Michael 

Ajzenstadt 

THE  Chamber  Choir  of  the  Je¬ 
rusalem  Rubin  Academy  per¬ 
forms  .tonight  (8)  at  the  acade¬ 
my  .  under  the  baton  of  its 
director  Aharon  Hariap.  The 
selections  are  by  Bach,  Bruck¬ 
ner,  Barber  and  Braun.  Admis¬ 
sion  is  free.  Earlier  today 
(5:30)  at  the  Mann  Auditorium 
in  Tel  Aviv,  Arie  Vardi  Ip-nric 
the  Israel  .Philharmonic  Or¬ 
chestra  in  a  family  concert  ti¬ 
tled  From  the  British  Isles  fea¬ 
turing  music  by  Purcell, 
Handel,  Haydn,  Clementi, 
Britten  and  even  the  Beatles. 

FILMS 

adina  Hoffman 


**★%  EXOTICA  -  Kink  is  a 
relative  term  in  Atom  Egoyan’s 

hypnotic  movie.  Set  in  and  around  a  striptease 
parlor  and  an  exotic  pet  shop,  the  film  itself  is 
fashioned  as  a  slinky  dance,  a  gradual,  biimp- 
and-grmd  revelation  of  the  charged  nature  of 
everyday  things.  And  writhing  women  in  G- 
strings  are  the  least  of  the  film's  bang-ups.  Cus¬ 
toms  inspection,  a  tax  audit,  ticket-scalping, 
baby-sitting  -  the  most  mundane  rituals  become 
lurid  in  this  context,  hilariously  perverted  by 
their  place  in  the  chain  of  bizarre  events.  Funny 
and  unsettling,  the  movie  flirts  constantly  with 
the  kind  of  calculated  badness  that  may  test  the 
patience  of  some  viewers  and  is  sure  to  make 
others  tingle,  (English  dialogue,  Hebrew  subti¬ 
tles.  Children  under  17  not  admitted  without  an 
adult.)  _ 

★★★★  LIFETIMES  -  If  David  O.  Selznick 
were  alive  and  Chinese,  he  might  make  a  film 
like  this  one.  Director  Zhang  ( Raise  the  Red 
Lanterns )  Yimou’s  most  ambitious  movie  to  date 
traces  the  fives  of  a  simple  family  as  they're 
rammed  from  one  historical  event  to  the  next  - 
Mao's  revolution,  the  Great  Leap  Forward,  the 
Cultural  Revolution,  not  to  mention  the  several 
operas'  worth  of  personal  tragedies  they  suffer. 
It’s  both  exciting  and  perplexing  for  a  Western 
viewer  to  encounter  the  film's  peculiar  psycho¬ 
logical  shallows  and  depths,  its  stylized  shifts 
between  pathos  and  humor,  generality  and  the 
shockingly  intimate.  The  inner  life  is  either 
eclipsed  or  wildly  externalized  here,  converted 
by  the  director  into  color,  gesture  and  shadow. 
(Mandarin  dialogue,  English  and  Hebrew  subti¬ 
tles.  Not  recommended  for  children.) 


Director  Stephen  Frears  (left)  with  Cohn  Meaney,  who 
plays  father  to  a  Dublin  family  in  ‘The  Snapper/ 


★★★*  MARY  SHELLEY’S  FRANKENSTEIN 
-  Kinetic  and  haunting.  Kenneth  Branagh’s  ver¬ 
sion  manages  to  account  in  visceral  terms  for  the 
exhilarating  advances  of  the  late  18th  century  as 
it  also  issues  a  contemporary  warning  against  the 
hasty  embrace  of  any  number  of  scientific  inno¬ 
vations.  It  is  tbe  prospect  of  unchecked  "ad¬ 
vancement,'’  instead  of  the  usual  bright  green 
movie  monster,  that  s  meant  to  send  a  chill  down 
our  spines.  But  Frankenstein  is  still  a  Movie  with 
a  capital  M.  It  has  heaps  of  frilly  costumes,  lots  of 
Love  and  Death,  endless  triumphal  brass  music, 
and  stars  Robert  de  Niro  as  the  big,  lonely  beast, 
Branagh  as  the  young  doctor,  and  Helena  Bon¬ 
ham  Carter  as  his  ravishing  sister/lover.  (English 
dialogue,  Hebrew  subtitles.  Children  under  17 
not  admitted  without  an  adult) 

★★★★  THE  SNAPPER  -  Stephen  Frears’s  The 
Snapper  is  that  rare  entity,  a  genuinely  sweet  film 
about  people  with  real  teeth  and  real  skin.  The 
Corley  family  -  dad,  mom,  six  rowdy  kids  and  a 
dog  -  also  have  their  share  of  real  problems.  At 
the  start  of  the  movie,  the  oldest  daughter  an¬ 
nounces  that  she's  pregnant  (she’s  also  20  years 
old  and  angle).  While  the  film's  scale  and  subject 
matter  do  suggest  a  kind  of  Gaelic  All  in  the 
Family,  Frears  rises  to  the  trickier  challenge  of 
sustaining  our  interest  in  these  people  and  their 
small  doings  throughout  a  full-length  feature. 
The  pleasures  that  the  movie  consistently  pro¬ 
vides  are  a  credit  to  tbe  director's  mellow  comic 
timing,  his  uncluttered  dramatic  sense  and  the 
unsentimental  sympathy  he  extends  to  each  and 
every  character.  (English  dialogue.  Hebrew  sub¬ 
titles.  Parental  guidance  suggested.) 


CINEMA 


-* 


Nation' - 

Safod  920333 
Tel  Aviv"  5460111 

Jerusalem"  623133  T&eriw*  790111 
■  Mobile  Intensive  Care  Umt  (MICU)  awvlc*  w 
the  are®,  around  it*  dock. 

Medical  help  tor  tourists  Cm  English) 

177-022-9110  ...  _ _ 

Eran  -  Emotion!  fire*  AW-  •!*«**■ 
lam  810303,  Tel  Aviv  5461111 
youth  6861113).  Haifa  672222.  Beefobs- 
ba  281128,  NeOnya  fi25m 
9388770.  Kfar  Sava  9745H5.  Hadera 

346789. 

02-S14H1,  03-5461133  fafeo  ■"  Hu?- 
Sinn).  07-376310,  0S-550RW  (also  m 

*  hwMrii  Cantor  (24  hours).  Tel 
>1  "S234m  SMgM  CnwAJNgJ- 

-  -jA  tom  514455.  Haifa  66011^^37  3197^ 
•tr  '.il  7ba Nation^ 

■  h  at  Rambam  Hospital  04-629205.  te 
enwtgency  calls  24  hounie dj*  for 

-  **/. 2  information  in  case  of  pofaonmg. 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE  *  SaesI  Ksshrt  on 
Days  of  Cinema  and  Hgh  Noon  8:45  * 
Dodastodan  930  G.G.  GIL  Jemsatom 
Mafl  (Maflta)  8  788448  Dfscfosura«Ttis 
Rhrar  WBd  430.  7:15,  9:45  *  Forrest 
Gump+Shawahmk  Redemption 430. 7. 
9--4S  *  The  Rati  McCoy  430.  7.  930  * 
Junior  430.  7,  930  JERUSALB4  THE¬ 
ATER  Lfaccompagnatrfce  7,  930  ORI¬ 
ON  *  252914  The  SpedaRst*  Natural 
Bom  KUtarsalntarviaw  With  the  Vam¬ 
pire  5. 7:15, 9fl5*  PrtadHa  5. 7:15. 9:15 

*  Exotica  5. 730, 930  RAV  CHEN  1-7  ® 
792799  Credit  Card  Reservations  8 
794477  Rav-Macher  Bufldmg.  19  Ha'oman 
SL,  Talptot  The  Snapper  5. 730.  9*5  * 
Four  Weddings  end  •  Funeral  5,  730. 
9*5  *  Pulp  Fiction  4. 7. 9:45  *  Terminal 
.  Vafocity  S,  73ft  9:45  *  Only  You  5. 730. 
9:45  *  Mother's  Boys  5,  730,  9:45  * 
The  Rood  to  WeBv»e  5, 7:15. 9:45  RON 
1-2  S  2347041  Rabbi  Akfva  SL  Franken- 
stafri  5.  7.  930  *  The  Siren's  Song  5. 
730, 930  SEMAQAR  Burnt  by  the  Sun  7 

*  Naked  930 
TEL  AVIV 

DEKEL  s  5443200  94  Yehuda  Hamac- 
cabi  St  The  Color  of  the  MgM  730. 9:45 
DIZENGOFF  1-3  «  200485  Dtzongof! 
Carter  Into  the  West  5:15. 730  ★Reser¬ 
voir  Dogs  1.3. 9-^5  ★  Burnt  by  the  Sun 
11  ajn.,  7  *  Tree  Romance  7  ★  Exotica 
11  a.ra„  1,  3.  5:15,  730,  9:45  CHTIVE  IN 
Speed  10  ★  Sex  Fttm  12  mkMgrt  GAN 
HAIR  PriscNa  5.  730.  9:45  GAT  The 
Road  to  We&vOa  5, 7:15. 9:45  GORDON 
The  Woman  Who  Made  Snam  Oil  6, 8 

*  The  Diary  of  Nani  MoratU  10  G.G. 
HOD  1-4  *  5228090  Hod  Passage.  101 
DizengoR  Sl  The  fttver  WikiePriscUte 

1 30. 430. 730. 10  ★  Forrest  Gump  1 30, 
430.  7:15.  10  *  Disclosure  130,  430. 

7.15. 10  LEV  1-4  *  5288288  Shawshank 
Redemption  12.  2DS,  4:45.  7:15,  10  ★ 
Lifetimes  12.  235.  4:45.  730.  9:45  * 
Raining  Stones  weekdays  2:15  *  Natu¬ 
ral  Bom  KBtors 4:45. 9:46  ★  Naked  1 2, 2. 
730  *  The  Browning  Version  12,  5, 
730.  10  RAV-CHEN®  5282288"  Otzan- 
goff  Center  Terminal  Velocity  11  am., 
230.  5.  730,  9:45.  12  ★  Pulp  Fiction 
135, 4:15. 7. 9*5  ★  FranksnB*etn«Onty 
You  5, 730. 9:45  ★★Angels  1130  ajn^ 
230.  4^5  RAV-OR  1-5  ®  5102874"  Op¬ 
era  House  Four  Wedtfings  and  a  Funer- 
aJ«Nlghtznare  Before  ChriatmeseSerirt 
Mom  •Mother's  Boys  5, 730, 9:45  ★  GB- 
bert  Grape  730,  9:45  *  The  Lion  King 
(Hebrew  efiatogue)  5  G.G.  SHAHAF  1-2 
Rvrest  Gump  430. 7:15, 10  ★The  River 
Wild  5.  730.  10  G.a  TAYELET  1-3  ® 
5177952  2  Yona  Hanavl  SL  tnlanrlew 
With  the  Vamplre»The  Real 
iiHVyTha  Client  5,  730,  10  G.G.  TEL 
AVIV  ®  5281181  65  Praker  SL  Disclo¬ 
sure  5,  7:15. 10  ★  Junior  5.  730,  10  * 
The  SpertaHrt  weekdays  5.  730  TEL 
AVIV  MUSEUM  W  6961297  27  Shaul  Ha- 
metekft  Boulevard  The  Snapper  5.  7:45. 
^0  ZAFON  L'eocompagnatrice  5.  730, 
9:45 

HAIFA 

CINEMA  CAFE  AMAMI «  32S755  Priscil¬ 
la  7:15, 935  ★  Nahiral  Bom  KDIers  935 
ATZMON  1-5  ®  673003  JlllilOrtThe 
Red  McCoy* The  River  Wild  430,  7. 
935  ★  Disclosure  435, 6^5, 935  CINE¬ 
MA  CAR;  MORIAH  »  242477  The  Es¬ 
sence  of  Green  Papaya  730.  930  CINE¬ 
MATHEQUE  Enchanted  April  7  ★  Henry 
ft  June  930  ORLY  Lifetimes  6:45,  935 
PANORAMA  1-3  S  362020  Forrest 
Gump 435. 6:45, 930  +  L’aecompa^re- 
trice*  Exotica  430. 7, 930  RAV-GAT 1-2 


«  674311  Pulp  Fiction  830. 935  *  Ter¬ 
minal  Velocity  4:45. 7. 9:15  RAV-MOR  1- 
7  s  416899/8  Four  Weddings  and  a 
Funeral  4:45,  7.  935  ★  Pulp  Fiction  4. 
630.  930  ★  Shawshank  Redemption 
630,  9:15  ★  The  Road  to  WeHvfDe  430, 
7.  9:15  ★  Frankenstein  4:45.  7.  9:15  ★ 
Terminal  Velocity  4:45.  7,  930  RAV-OR 
1-3  s  246553  Shawshank  Redemption 
630,  9:15  ★  The  Road  to  WeRvllle  430, 
6*5. 9:1 5  ★  The  Snapper  4:45, 7, 9:1 5  * 
Baby’s  Day  Out  430 
ARAD 

STAR  Forrest  Gump  7:15, 9:45  ★  Termi¬ 
nal  Velocity  736.  9*5 
ASHDOO 

G.G.  GIL  DlaclosumeGllbert  Grape 
430.  7.  9:45  ★  The  River  WUd»Juntoc- 
•Term  trial  Velocity  430.  7.  9:45 

ASH KE LON 

G.&  GIL  JunksreThe  CBent*The  Rhrar 
WHd  4:45, 7,  9:45  ★  Forrest  Gump  430. 
7.  9:45  ★  Disclosure  430.  7.  9:45  RAV 
CHEN  1-6  «  711223  Frankenstein  5. 
735, 9:45  ★  Mother's  Boys*Four  Wed¬ 
dings  ad  a  Funeral*Tenninal  Velocity 
5,  730,  9:45  ★  Pulp  Fiction  4.  7.  9:45 
BAT  YAM 

RAV  CHEN  a  5531077  Disclosure  5. 
735, 9:45  ★  The  Ftiver  Wlld»Onfy  You  5, 
730,  9*5  ★  Pulp  Fiction  7.  9*5  *  Ju¬ 
nior  7.  9*5  ★  Shawshank  Redemption 
430,  7:15,  9*5  ★  Tormina]  VeJodty- 
•Juntor  5,  730,  9:45 
BEERSHEBA 

G.G.  GIL  The  Rhrar  WUd  430. 7:15,  9*5 

★  Disclosure  430,  735,  9:45  ★  Junior 
43a  7:15. 9:45  ★  The  Reel  McCoy  43a 
7:15,  9:45  RAV-NEGEV  1-4  S  235278 
Pulp  Fiction  4, 9:45  *  Road  to  Wdhrille 
5, 735. 9*5  ★  Terminal  Velocity  5, 730. 
9:45  ★  Orty  You  5,  730,  9:45 

DMftONA 

MOFET  The  Reel  McCoy  B 
HADERA 

LEV  1-4  S  343555  Junior  4:15, 6:1 5, 6:1 5 

★  Shawshank  Redemption  4:1S,  7:15, 
9:45  ★  Disclosure  735, 9*5  ★  The  Rhrar 
WHd  4:15, 10  *  Terminal  Velocity  435. 
6:15,  B,  10 

HERZUYA 

COLONY  CINEMA  1-2  (MANDARIN)  S 
69G2666  Forrest  Gump  730.  10.15  ★ 
Junior  730,  10  DANIEL  HOTEL  « 
544044  THE  AUDITORIUM  L'accompeg- 
natriee  7:1 5, 930  STAR®  589068  29  So¬ 
kolov  SL  Junior  730.  9:45  ★  The  Rhrar 
Wild  720  *  Dtectosuro  9:45  *  Terminal 
Velocity  7:15.  9*5 
HOD  HASHARON 
MOFET  9  405616  Priscilla  7:15,  930 

KARMfEL 

CINEMA  1-3  «  887277  Forrest  Gump 
63a  935  *  Terminal  Velocity* Junior  7. 
930 

KFAR  SAVA 

G.G,  GIL  Disclosure  4:45.  7:15,  10  ★ 
Pulp  Fiction  4,  7.  10  ★  Forrest  Gump 
4*5,  7:15.  10  ★  The  Rhier  Wild  4:45. 
735, 9:45  ★  Four  Wedtfings  and  a  Fu¬ 
neral  4:45, 735. 9:45  ★  Junior 4:45. 73 5, 
9*5  ★  Shawshank  Redemption  43a 
735.  10 

KIRYAT  BIALIK 

G.G.  KIRYON  1-9  9  779166  The  River 
Wild* Junior*  Renaissance  Han  4:45,  7. 
930  ★  Forrest  Gump  4:45,  7,  920  * 
Lifetimes  4:45,  7.  820  ★  Disclosure 
4:45,  7,  920  ★  The  Meek  4*5  ★  L’ao 
compagnotrice  7,  8:30  ★  Angels- 
■Bati/s  Day  Out  4*5  *  The  Lion  King 


4*5 

KIRYAT  MALACHI 

HAWRYA  Chasers  720.  920  MOFET 

Angels  735.  920 

KIRYAT  ONO 

MATNAS  Forrest  Gump  7.  935  ★  Mon¬ 
key  Trouble  5 

LOD 

STAR  Aristocrats  7:15.  9:45  ★  Franken¬ 
stein  7:15, 9:45  ★  The  Real  McCoy  7:15. 
9*5 

NAHARIYA 

HECHAL  HATAHBUT  Frankenstefri  7, 
9:15 

NETANYA 

G.G.  GIL  1-5  «  628452 The  Rhrar  Wild  5, 
735.  9*5  ★  Disclosure  4*5,  7:15.  9:45 

★  Forrest  Gump  430,  7,  9:45  ★  Shaw¬ 
shank  Redemption  430.  7,  9:45  ★  Ju¬ 
nior  430,  7:15,  9*5  RAV-CHEN  1-4  « 
618570  Pulp  Fiction  4,  7.  9:45  *  The 
Road  to  WeQvfile  5.  7:15. 9:45  ★  Termi¬ 
nal  Velocity  5,  720.  9:45  *  Gflbert 
Grape  5.  730.  9*5 

OR  YEHUDA 

G.G.  GIL  Forrest  Gump  430.  7,  9:45  ★ 
Disclosure  ^Junior  4*5,  7:15,  9*5  * 
The  Real  McCoy  5.  735.  9:45 
PETAH  T1KVA 

G.G.  HECHAL  1-3  S  9300844  The  Mver 
Wild  5,  7:15.  9:45  ★  Disclosure  5,  7:15, 
9:45  ★  Junior  5, 7:15. 9*5  G.  G.  RAM  1-3 
VI 9340818  Forrest  Gump  430. 7. 9:45  * 
Eretz  Hadasha*Four  Weddings  and  a 
Funeral  5,  7:15.  9:45 

RA’ANANA 

PARK  Junior  5.  730. 10  ★  Disclosure  5. 
730.  10  *  Pulp  Fiction  7,  9:45  ★  The 
Rhrar  WUd  5. 730, 10  ★  Terminal  Veloci¬ 
ty  5,  730.  10  ★  Baby's  Day  Out  5 

RAMAT  GAN 

RAV-GAN  1-4  &  797121  Pulp  Fiction  4, 
7, 9:45  *  Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral 
5, 7:15,  9:45  ★  The  Road  to  WativHle  5, 
735. 9:45  ★  The  River  WUd  5,  730, 9:45 
RAV-OASIS  1-3  S  6730687  Disclosure 
5, 735, 9:45  *  Junior* Temrinai  Velocity 
5,  730,  9:45 
RAMAT  HASHARON 
KOKHAV  s  5491979  Forrest  Gump  7. 
930 

REHOVOT 

CHEN  1-4  tit  465979  LHetimes  7, 9:45  ★ 
Pulp  Fiction  6:45.  9:45  *  JuntoreTcsr- 
minai  Velocity  7:15.  9*5 
RiSHON  LE2TON 

HAZAHAV  Disdoeure  4:45.  7:15,  9:45  ★ 
Pulp  Fiction  4:15.  7.  9*5  RAV  CHEN 
Terminal  Velocity  5.  720.  9:45  ★  The 
Road  to  WetvUle  5.  7:15.  9:45  *  Pulp 
Hctfon  4.  7.  9:45  *  Only  You  5.  730. 
9*5 

RISHON  NEW  IND.  AREA 
GAL  1-5  ®  B619669  The  Rhrar  WBdsTer- 
mlnal  Velocity* Mother’s  Boys  4:45. 
7:15, 9*5  ★  Forrest  Gump  430, 7.  9*5 

*  Junior  4:45,  7:15.  9:45  STAR  1-4  S 
9619985-7  27  UshHisky  SL  Only  You 
7:15,  9:45  ★  Renaissance  Han  7:15  ★ 
PrfsdHa  9:45  ★  Gilbert  Grape  9:45  * 
The  Specialist  7:15 

UPPER  NAZARETH 
G.G  GIL  The  Rhrar  WUd*Four  Waddings 
and  a  Fumral*Renaissancs  Man*Cha- 
sars*  Junior*  Eretz  Hade  aha  4:45,  7, 
930  ★  Disclosure  430,  7,  930 
°  Tone  phone  reservations  085252244 
AH  fanes  are  p.m.  unless  otherwise 
JntScated. 
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TELEVISION 


■  CHANNEL  1 

6:30  News  6:45  Cartoon  7:00  Good 
Morning  Israel 

■  EDUCATIONAL  TV 

8:00  Heart  Beat  -  ethnic  music  around 
the  world  8:30  Arithmetic  8:50  Pio¬ 
neer  Israeli  History  9:10  English:  Can¬ 
dy  Can  Do  It  9:25  Pretty  Butterfly 

10:00  Morning  Talk  with  Batya  Barak 
10:30  Children's  current  affairs  (rpt) 
11:00  Judaism:  Keshet  v’anan  11:20 
Literature  12:00  Ufa  Sciences  12:15 
English:  Radio  Fever  12:45  Science 
and  Technology  13:30  1001  Americas 
14:00  Cartoon  14:15  The  Moomins 
14:45  Keep  Fit  15:00  Zombit 

■  CHANNEL  1 

16:30  Three,  Four,  Five  and  a  Half 
10:00  Zap  to  One  16:55  A  Fable  of  a 
Place  17:00  A  New  Evening  17:35 
What  D’you  Say  18:00  Cartoon  18:15 
News  in  English 

ARABIC  PROGRAMS 

18:30  Youth  On  Air  19:00  News  in 
Arabic 

HEBREW  PROGRAMS 
19:30  The  Simpsons  19:50  Hebrew 
language  comer  20:00  Mabat  21:00 
Conference  Call  —  with  Nissim  Misha! 
21 :40  Documentary  on  satirists  Ephra¬ 
im  Kishon  and  Ya’ecov  Cohen  22:20 
Jacqueline  du  Pre  and  the  Elgar  concer¬ 
to  -  documentary  on  the  famous  cellist 
23:30  News 

■  CHANNEL  2 

14:00  Wonders  -  The  Rg  Tree  15:00 
Cartoons  15:05  The  Wind  in  the  Wil¬ 
lows  15:30  Conan  1 6:00  The  Bold  and 
the  Beautiful  17:00  Reshef  at  Five 
17:30  Action  -  cinema  program  1 8:00 
Guys  Next  Door  18:30  Paradise  Beach 
19:00  Style  Magazine  19:30  Who's 
the  Boss  20:00  News 20:30  It's  a  Deal 
-  game  show  21:00  hche  -  comedy 
wrth  Sefi  Rrvlm  21 :30  Live-  Dan  Shilon 
Hosts  23:00  Pennies  from  Heaven  - 
part  3  00:00  News  00:06  Pennies 
From  Heaven  (continued)  00:35  Die 
Kinder  -  part  3 

■  JORDAN  TV 

19:30  Ramadan  in  the  World  19:45 
Charlie  Chaplin  20:00  Law  and  Order 
21:15  The  Cinder  Path  22:00  News  in 
English  22:20  Prism  22:40  Snowy  Riv¬ 
er  00:00  Papiilon  (1973)  —  Adventure 
movie  with  Steve  McQueen  as  a  man 
determined  to  escape  from  Devil's  Is¬ 
land.  Also  starring  Dustin  Hoffman 

■  middle  East  tv 

14:00  The  700  Club  14:55  Sidewalks 
of  London  (1938)  -  Story  of  a  street 
entertainer  in  London.  Starring  Charles 
Laughton,  Vrvien  Leigh  and  Rax  Harri¬ 
son  (84  mins)  16:30  Mighty  Mouse 
16:55  Jonny  Quest  17:20  Danger- 
mouse  17:45  Superbook  I1 18:10  Hart 
To  Hart  19:10  Rescue  911/48  Hours 
20:00  World  News  Tonight  (Arabic) 
20:30  CNN  Headline  News  21:00 
Wings  21 :30  Matlock  22:20  Murder 
She  Wrote  23:10  The  700  Club  00:00 
Special  Programs 


CABLE 


■  FAMILY  CHANNEL  (3) 

8:00  Local  broadcast  9:00  One  Life  to 
Live  9:45  The  Young  and  the  Restless 
10:80  Guests  in  the  Living  Room 
11:00  I  Love  Lucy  11:30  Celeste 
12:15  Neighbors  12:40  Falcon  Crest 
13:30  Designing  Women  14:00  Israeli 
Clips  14:15  Cagney  and  Lacey  15:00 
Madras  15:45  Knots  Landing  18:35 


Neighbors  17:00  Love  Boat  17:50  Is¬ 
raeli  Clips  18:05  One  Life  to  Live  18:50 
The  Young  and  the  Restless  19:30  Lo¬ 
cal  broadcast  20:00  Celeste  20:50  Fal¬ 
con  Crest  21 :40  Cheers  22:05  Models, 
Inc.  22:SS  Silk  StalkingS  23:45  Coach 
00:10  Hunter  1:00  Murder  She  Wrote 

■  MOVIE  CHANNEL  (4) 

10:30  Eagle  Spirit  (1990)  -  family  ad¬ 
venture  drama  (rpt)  12:05  Fahrenheit 
451  11967)  (rpt)  13:55  Henry  V  (1989) 
(rpi)  16:05  What's  New  at  the  Movies 
16:15  Haunted  Honeymoon  (1986) 
(rpt)  17:40  By  the  Sword  (1991)  (rpt) 
19:10  Miss  Rose  White  (1992)  (rpt) 
20:50  What's  New  at  the  Movies 
21:00  Backtrack  (1989)  -  Dennis  Hop¬ 
per  directs  and  stars  in  this  suspense 
drama  about  a  hitman  who  falls  for  his 
prey  (Jodie  Foster)  and  helps  her  es¬ 
cape  the  mafia.  22:40  Beautiful 
Dreamers  (1992)  -  Canadian  drama 
about  Walt  Whitman’s  visit  to  Dr.  Mau¬ 
rice  Bueke's  home  for  the  mentally  re¬ 
tarded  in  Ontario.  00:35  Crossroads 
11988)  (rpt)  2:15  Blue  Steel  (1990)  (rpt) 

■  CHILDREN  (6) 

6:30  Cartoons  9:00  Cartoons  9:35 
Bunch  of  Munsch  10:00  The  Three 
Mouseketeers  10:35  Shira  11:05 
Saved  by  the  Ball  11:40  Beverly  Hills 
90210  12:40  Loony  Toons  13:00  Car¬ 
toons  13:35  Clyde  14:00  Three  Little 
Ghosts  14:35  Super  Dave  15:05  Shira 
15:35  Major  Dad  16:00  Flying  Class¬ 
room  t6:10  Beverly  Hills  90210  16:55 
Flying  Classroom  17:10  Loony  Toons 
17:30  Tazmania  18:05  Bunch  of 
Munsch  18:30  The  Three  Mouseke¬ 
teers  19:00  Cartoons  19:30  Three's 
Company  19:55  Married  with  Children 
20:20  Family  Matters  20:45  All  in  the 
Family  21:15  Law  and  Order 

■  SECOND  SHOWING  (6) 

22:00  Gandhi  (1982)  -  Richard  Atten¬ 
borough's  Oscar-winning  epic  with  Ben 
Kingsley  as  the  Indian  statesman  (179 
mins)  1:05  Un  Condamne  A  Morte 
S’est  Echappe  ( 1956)  -  French  drama 
directed  by  Robot  Bresson  about  the 
memoirs  of  an  underground  leader  who 
escapes  from  a  Nazi  jail 

■  DISCOVERY  (81 

6:00  Open  University:  Social  Sciences 
and  Education  12:00  Triumph  of  the 
Fetus  13:00  What  Do  the  Old  Films 
Mean?  13:30  Archeology  14:00  Open 
University  16:00  Triumph  of  the  Fetus 
17:00  What  Do  the  Old  Films  Mean? 
17:30  Archeology  18:00  Open  Univer¬ 
sity  20:00  Search  for  Adventure  21 :00 
Wild  South  22:00  Frontiers  22:30  The 
Next  Step  23:00  Search  for  Adventure 
23:50  Open  University 

■  SUPER  CHANNEL 

7:00  ITN  World  News  7:15  US  Market 
Wrap  7:30  Business  Insiders  8:00  To¬ 
day  featuring  ITN  World  News  and  FT 
Business  10:00  Super  Shop  1 1 :00  Eu¬ 
ropean  Money  Wheel  15:00  US  Money 
Wheel  18:30  FT  Business  Tonight 
19:00  Today  20:00  ITN  World  News 
20:30  Supersport  21:30  Dateline 
22:30  Inside  Edition  23:00  ITN  World 
News  23:30  The  Tonight  Show  with 
Jay  Leno  00:30  Real  Personal  1 :0Q  FT 
Business  Tonight  1 :30  Nightly  News 

■  STAR  PLUS 

6:00  Donahue  7:00  El  TV  7:30  Aero¬ 
bics  8:00  Neighbors  8:30  Sana  Barba¬ 
ra  9:30  The  Bold  and  the  Beautiful 
10:00  Oprah  Winfrey  11:00  Riviera 
11:30  Eating  Well  12:00  Aerobics 
12:30  The  Sullivans  13:00  Small 
Wonder  13:30  Robotech  14:00  Teen¬ 
age  Mutant  Ninja  Turtles  14:30  Bat¬ 
man  15:00  E»  TV  15:30  Neighbors 
16:00  M-A-S'H  16:30  Ooogie 
Howser  M.D.  17:00  Anything  But  Love 
17:30  Moonlighting  18:30  The  Bold 
and  the  Beautiful  19:00  Santa  Barbara 
20:00  The  Twilight  Zone  20:30 


M'A*S*H  21:00  The  Fall  Guy  22:00  El 
TV  22:30  Neighbors  23:00  Movie: 
Shadow  Dancing  1:00  Richmond  Hill 


RADIO 


■  VOICE  OF  MUSIC 

6:06  Musical  Matinee  9:06  Mendels¬ 
sohn:  Concerto  in  D  minor  for  violin, 
piano  and  string  orch;  Bloch:  Schelomo 
Hebrew  Rhapsody;  Mahler;  Symphony 
no  5;  Stravinsky:  Firebird  suite;  Bern¬ 
stein:  Divertimento  for  orch  (IPO/Be m-  , 
stein)  12:00  Light  Classical  -  excerpts 
from  works  by  Wieniawski,  Ama,  Rossi¬ 
ni,  Paganini.  Liszt,  Rimsky-Korsakov 
13:00  Nash  Ensemble  -  Rimsky-Koraa- 
kov:  Quintet  in  B  flat  for  flute,  darinet, 
horn,  bassoon  and  piano;  Dvorak;  Sere¬ 
nade  in  D  minor  for  winds,  cello  and 
double  bass  op  44  14:06  Keys  and  En¬ 
cores  16:00  C.P.E.  Bach:  Magnificat; 
Mozart:  Concerto  for  flute  and  harp 
K299;  Nielsen:  Violin  concerto  18:00 
Scriabin;  Symphonic  Poem  in  D  minor; 

R.  Strauss:  Romance  for  cello  and  orch; 
Goddard:  Suite  for  flute  and  orch  op 
116;  Britten:  Hymn  to  St  Cecilia;  Pou¬ 
lenc:  Suite  frangaise  (Parkin);  Bruch:  4 
pieces  for  darinet,  viola  and  piano  from 
op  83:  Faure:  Piano  trio  in  D  minor  op 
120;  Mayasfcovsky:  Lyric  Concerti- 
no20:05  From  Our  Concert  Halls  -  In¬ 
ternational  Symphony  Orchestra  cond. 
David  Shallon  and  Sandor  Vegh.  Bach: 
Brandenburg  Concerto  no  3;  Mozart: 
Symphony  no  38;  Schumann:  Sympho¬ 
ny  no  1;  Stravinsky:  Dumbarton  Oaks 
±21:30  David  Geringas,  Ina-Esther 
Joost  Iris  Assayas  (cellos),  Tatiana 
Schatz  (piano).  Couperin:  Pieces  for  3 
ceftos;  Popper:  Requiem  for  3  cellos; 
Schnittke:  Suite  for  cello  (1978);  Dutil- 
leux:  Trois  strophes  sur  le  nom  de 
Sacher:  Brahms;  Sonata  no  2  op  99  ■ 

23:00  Golden  Generation - Alfred 

Cortot/Jacques  ThibaucVPablo  Casals  - 
Schubert:  Mendelssohn:  Trio  no  1  in  D 
minor  op  49:  Faure:  Sonata  no  1  inAfor 
violin  and  piano  op  13 

■  RADIO  1 

6:06  Hebrew  songs  7:00  News  in  En¬ 
glish  7:15  News  in  French  7:30  He¬ 
brew  songs  8:05  Morning  Magazine 
12:05  Industry  13:00  News  and  pro¬ 
gram  in  English  13:30  News  and  pro¬ 
gram  in  French  14:05  Yiddish  songs 
15:05  Youth  program  16:05  Dial  ' 
17:00  News  in  English  17:02  News  in 
French  17:05  Voice  of  the  Arts  18:05 
Religious  programs  20:05  Sephardi 
hazanut  20:30  Judaism  22:05  Words 
that  Try  to  Touch  23:05  Hebrew  songs 

■  RADIO  3 

Music  all  day  and  night 

■  REKA 

18:00  News  in  English  18:15  News  in 
French  20:00  News  in  Russian 

■  ARMY  RADIO 

5:02  Good  Morning  IDF  6:05  Universi¬ 
ty  of  the  Air  -  Problem  of  the  Founda¬ 
tions  of  Mathematics  8:30  Good  Morn¬ 
ing  Israel  7:07  Seven-O-Seven  8:00 
Good  Morning  Israel  9:05  Morning 
Music  10:05  Right  Now  12:50Today*s 
Entertainment  13:00  Midday  News 
13:15  It's  Uncertain  15:05  Someone 
to  Talk  To  16:00  An  Hour  Before  17:00 
Good  Evening  Israel  18:05  Over  the 
Horizon  18:30  Eavesdropping  20:00 
Channel  2  news  20:30  Psychology 
21:05  Program  with  Dubi  Lentz  22:05 
Vitamins  23:05  This  Was  the  Day 
00: 1 0  Night  &irds  2:00  We  Don't  Want 
to  Sleep 

■  ARMY  ON  WHEELS 

7:05  The  State  on  the  Way  9:05  Songs 
10:05  Suri  12:05  Air  Conditioning 
13:05  Showers  14:05  Something  for 
the- BoacL  15:05  Program  with  Yoav 
Kutner  16:06  Driving  Wisely  18:05 
Program  with  Lea  Oz  20:05  Below  the 
Belt  22:05  Good  Night 


CRYPTIC  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

I  Relating  to  the  length  oione 
in  the  aircrajt  i6> 

4  Ate  hearn lv  whilst  in  bed? 
1 6.2 1 

8  Credit  one's  repeatedly 
gerting  at  the  decisive 
moment  1 6 1 

9  Veteran  convict?  1 3-5 1 

10  Dodge  team  wails  iS» 

11  Child  repeatedly  went  round 
old  city  place  of  worship  i6> 

12  Finish  neatly  when  the  golf 
is  cancelled  <5.31 

13  Brightness  lures  another 
model  in  1 6> 

15  Reportedly  there  are  several 
pints  of  silica  16) 

18  One  in  rose-coloured 
glasses?  <8l 

20  Gamine producedariddlet6) 


21  Below  the  actors  are 
depressed  *  St 

23  Instrument  with  a  sliding 
scale?  18  ■ 

34  Giving  a  straight  decision  1 6 1 

25  Separation  of  lady  is 
repeatedly  wrong  <  8  > 

26  Newspaper  will  hit  working 
at  it  on  the  beach?  <6» 


DOWN 

1  In  the  >do.  customarily  rind 
a  place  •  5  • 

2  Oriental  near  trees  bending 
-9» 

3  Its  root  made  into  an  Italian 
dish  iTi 

4  Militarv  band  '5.2.S1 


3  Change  of  mind  from  a 
willing  person’  <?’• 

6  Undesirable  quality  of 
continental  order  1 7  > 

7  Set  thrown  out  of  the  comer 
1 5-4 1 

12  .Asked  for  investigation  in  a 
rush i9> 

14  Monocle  is  readjusted  half  a 
stop'*?) 

16  State  of  belt  that  hasn't  been 
finished  in  rhe  song(T) 

17  Ardent  Greek  god  had  a  look 
in  i7i 

19  As  regards  the  said  number 
of  hospital  rooms  <  7  > 

22  Cross  animal  can  consume 
game  1 5  i 
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Quick  Solution 

ACROSS:  1  FowL  3  Langungu  9  Come 
10  Bolster.  II  Sow.  13  Whirligig,  14 
Nudism.  16  Coward.  18  TranavoaL  20 
22  PI  juau.  23  Wales.  25  Dressing,  26 
:'*ov. 

DOWN:  1  Fcoii2Wo*4  AJbeiL.5Galilw. 
6  Autagrdph.  7  Enraged.  8  Prow.  12 
Wideawake.  14  Note-pad.  IS  Sisters.  17 
iarum.  19  Lawn.  21  Wispy,  it  Uj„ 


QUICK  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
I  Macevi5> 

4  VHJ<5i 

10  Skit  1 4-3 1 

11  Shakespearean 
conspirator'^! 

12  Water-monster  >  5 1 

13  Annul  iT> 

15  Regretted  •  4 ' 

1 7  Austrian  composer 
151 

19  Belgian  cuy'5> 

22  Squirrel’s  nest  •  4  > 
25  Novel  by  Sir  Walter 
Scott ‘T’i 
27  Donated! 5> 

29  Verify- i-5i 

30  Italian  violin  > 

31  Ward  off*  5 1 

32  Sordid  <5i 


DOWN 

2  Requested  * 5> 

3  Ballet  costume  i?) 

5  Bone  in  the  middle 
ear '5i 

6  Sackcloth  (7  j 

7  Restless  to*  _ 

$  Previously  i5i 
9Ragetcolloqn5l 

14  Perimeter  (4 1 
16  Unfasten  *4 > 

18  Public  walk  i7 1 
20  Cleanliness  \  7 1 

22  Female  dog  '5) 
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Take-home  pay  shrinks,  but 
there  will  be  more  to  spend 

_  tnvpri  at  4.9%.  instead  of 


Organization 
.  Ttoc 


Nat  Wages 


OVER  a  million  and  a  half  wage 
earners  will  gel  their  payslips  to¬ 
day  and  find  their  take-home  pay 
has  shrunk,  mostly  due  to  the 
new  health  tax. 

However,  most  people  who 
have  been  paying  dues  to  their 
health  funds  will  see  that  the 
health  tax  is  lower  than  the  dues 
it  replaces.  As  such,  nearly  every¬ 
one’s  disposable  income,  when 
health  expenditures  are  takea 
into  account,  will  rise. 

The  only  people,  other  than 
the  very  wealthy,  who  will  be  in 
for  a  very  unpleasant  surprise, 
will  be  the  many  Kupat  Holim 
Clalit  members  who  benefited 
from  large  health-fee  discounts. 

Based  on  the  figures  in  the  ac¬ 
companying  table,  it  appears  that 
working  married  women  will  be 
paving  more  for  health  care.  A 
married  woman  grossing 
NIS  2,800  a  month  will  pay 
NIS  100  in  health  taxes,  com¬ 
pared  to  NIS  99  in  health  dues 
before  the  reform.  However,  the 
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Treasmy's  decision  to  give  these 
women  an  additional  tax  credit 
point  -  worth  NIS  121  -  more 
than  makes  up  the  difference.' 

Families  in  health  funds  other 
than  Clalit  will  see  a  larger  drop 
in  their  health  bill.  A  couple 
earning  NIS  6,800  a  month  en¬ 
rolled  in  Kupat  Holim  Meuhedet 
who  were  paying  NIS  444,  will 
pav  NIS  257  now:  those  earning 
NIS  10,200  a  month  who  were 
paving  NIS  604  will  now  only  pay 
NIS  420. 

Kupat  Holim  Maccabi  couples 
in  the  same  income  categories 
were  paying  NIS  356  and 
NIS  497,  respectively,  and  Kupat 
Holim  Lfiumit  members,  NIS  344 
and  NIS  474. 

According  to  a  Treasury  simu¬ 
lation  based  on  government  em¬ 
ployees'  wages,  this  year’s  lax 
changes  wilf  affect  wages  in  the 
following  way:  individuals  and 
married  women  earning  up  to 
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NISI 3,000  a  monlh  will  not  see  a 
reduction  in  their  net  income,  as 
well  as  a  couple  earning  up  to 
NIS  22300  a  month. 

January’s  salaries  will  be  af¬ 
fected  by  reforms  to  income  and 
National  Insurance  Institute 
(Nil)  taxes,  the  imposition  of  the 
new  health  and  organization  tax¬ 
es,  and  a  5.2  percent  tax  bracket 
adjustment  for  inflation. 

The  second  stage  of  the  income 
tax  reform  will  cut  NIS  800  mil¬ 
lion  in  taxes  this  year  by  broaden¬ 
ing  the  tax  brackets  through  the 
elimination  of  the  35%  tax  brack¬ 
et  The  changes  expand  the  30% 
tax  bracket  by  NIS  1,870  and  the 
45%  bracket  by  NIS  2,820.  which 
will  translate  in  a  net  income  in¬ 
crease  of  between  NIS  65  and 
NIS  300  per  individual. 

The  Nil  employee  tax  reform 
reduces  the  tax  paid  on  the  first 
NTS  2,042  earned  to  2.66%,  and 
any  income  over  that  amount  is 


taxed  at  4.9%,  instead  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  flat  fee  of  5.35%.  However, 
the  tax  coverage  now  includes  all 
salary  elements  such  as  car  allow¬ 
ances,  overtime,  and  the  like  that 
were  previously  exempted  and 
which  make  up  on  average  about 
13%  of  wages.  In  addition,  the 
ceiling  for  Nil  taxable  income  has 
been  increased  from  three  times 
the  mean  wage  to  four  times,  or 
NIS  16332. 

Similarly,  the  new  health-tax 
ceiling  will  be  identical  to  the  ND 
ceiling,  a  significant  increase  over 
the  health-fund  income  ceiling 
that  ranged  between  NIS  9,300 
and  NIS  10,000.  Under  the  new 
tax,  the  First  NIS  2,0*2  are  taxed 
at  3.1%  and  any  additional  in¬ 
come  is  taxed  at  43%.  The  maxi¬ 
mum  payment  a  month  will  thus 
be  NIS  749  per  wage  earner. 

The  new  organization  tax 
amounts  to  0.9%  of  Histadrut  or 
union  members’  wages,  up  to  a 
ceiling  of  NIS  6,070,  or  0.7%  for 
non-members. 


Husband 

Before 

After 

20,000 

8,113 

7,815 

629 

755 

412 

749 

Wife 

Before 

After 

14,000 

5,058 

4,738 

629 

640 

291 

637 

55 


10,646 

10.626 

8,022 

7,930 


(Alon  Ron/Israel  Sun) 


Uzi  Meshulam  makes  a  point  outside  Tel  Aviv  District  Court  yesterday, 

Meshulam,  followers  convicted 

.  .  ■  • k*  r— 11 


UZI  Meshulam  and  11  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers  were  convicted  yesterday 
of  12  out  of  14  counts  of  conspira¬ 
cy,  endangering  lives,  possessing 
and  manufacturing  illegal  weap¬ 
ons,  threats,  aggravated  assault, 
shooting  at  police  officers,  and 
other  charges. 

But  Meshulam,  who  had  re¬ 
fused  to  attend  seven  trial  ses¬ 
sions,  also  refused  to  hear  Tei 
Aviv  District  Court  Judge  Am- 
non  Strashnov  read  the  verdict, 
despite  attempts  by  Strashnov  to 
persuade  him  to  slay. 

“We  don’t  recognize  the  slate 
or  its  courts,”  said  Meshulam. 
“This  trial  has  been  fixed.” 

The  charges  arose  out  of  inci¬ 
dents  last  March,  when  Meshu¬ 
lam  and  around  100  foMowers, 
protesting  the  alleged  “disap¬ 
pearance  and  sale  of  4,000  Ye¬ 
menite  children,”  stockpiled 
weapons  and  barricaded  them¬ 
selves  in  a  Yehud  house,  which 
they  turned  into  a  fortress. 

The  siege  was  ended  by  police 
two  months  later.  One  of  Meshu- 
lam’s  supporters,  19-year  old 
Shlomo  Assoutin,  was  killed  by  a 
sharpshooter  when  he  fired  at  a 
police  helicopter. 

Refening  to  the  defendants’ 
refusal  to  participate  in  hearings. 


RA1NE  MARCUS 

Strashnov  described  the  trial  as 
"extraordinary  and  very 
strange."  Meshulam,  he  said, 
grasps  reality  “in  a  different  way 
than  other  people." 

"He  makes  mountains  out  of 
molehills,  and  he  suffers  from  a 
persecution  complex.  His  claims 
that  he  is  haunted  by  the  General 
Security  Service,  which  wants  to 
cover  up  the  Yemenite  children 
affair,  have  proven  totally  false,” 
he  said. 

Even  if  Meshulam  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers  were  fighting  for  a  cause, 
he  added,  the  means  did  not  justi¬ 
fy  the  ends.  “In  fact,  in  this  case 
the  means  desecrated  the  ends,’ 
he  said,  before  reading  his 
verdict- 

After  32  prosecution  witnesses 
out  of  more  than  100  had  testified 
during  the  trial,  Meshulam  or- . 
dered  his  lawyers,  Simba  Ziv  and 
Tsadok  Hugi,  to  refrain  from 
cross-examining  witnesses. 

Convicting  all  12  defendants  on 
a  conspiracy  charge,  Strashnov 
ruled  that  Meshulam  was  the  un¬ 
disputed  leader,  and  that  his  fol¬ 
lowers  did  not  “move  without 
getting  his  approval."  Thus,  they 
all  acted  as  partners,  he  said. 


JUST  PUBLISHED  AND  NOW  AVAILABLE 


Meshulam’s  claims  that  he  car¬ 
ried  two  unlicensed  pistols  for 
self-defense  were  unfounded, 
said  Strashnov.  “He  created  the 
situation  in  .which  he  carried  pis-^ 
ids  and  stored  an 'arsenal  of^Ther 
dangerous  weapons,"  he  said. 

However,  he  cleared  Meshu¬ 
lam  on  two  counts  of  assaulting  a 
police  officer  and  negligence, 
saying  they  could  not  be  proven 
beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  be¬ 
cause  of  inconsistent  evidence. 

After  the  verdict,  Ziv  and  Tsa¬ 
dok  said  that  if  they  had  cross- 
examined  more  witnesses, 
Strashnov  would  have  acquitted 
their  clients  on  more  than  two 
counts. 

“We  proved  that  witnesses 
lied,"  they  said.  “The  rabbi  [Me¬ 
shulam,  who  is  not  in  fact  or¬ 
dained]  has  been  done  a  grave 
injustice.” 

Ziv  and  Hugi  said  that  they 
would  consider  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  after  they  have 
studied  the  90-page  verdict. 

Strashnov  set  sentencing  for 
February  16,  and  urged  Ziv  and 
Hugi  to  persuade  their  clients  to 
produce  character  witnesses  in 
their  favor. 

“Rabbi  Meshulam  is  not  afraid 
of  sentencing,”  said  Ziv.  “In  fact 
he  said  the  more  [years  in  jail]  he 
gets,  the  better.” 

Possession  of  illegal  weapons 
carries  a  maximum  10-year  sen¬ 
tence,  while  endangering  lives 
carries  a  maximum  20-year  sen¬ 
tence. 


Verdict 
given  under 
tight  guard 

RA1NE  MARCUS 

POLICE  were  taking  no  chances 
yesterday,  and  huge  forces  of  uni¬ 
formed,  plainclothes,  and  border 
policemen  secured  Tel  Aviv  Dis¬ 
trict  Court,  where  Uzi  Meshu¬ 
lam’s  followers  had  rioted  during 
previous  hearings. 

A  metal  detector  was  erected 
at  the  entrance  to  Judge  Amnon 
Strashnov’s  courtroom,  and  po¬ 
lice  were  extremely  tense,  losing 
their  tempers  easily  and  prevent- 
ing  people  from  entering.  They 
conducted  intensive  searches  in¬ 
side  and  outside  the  courtroom 
and  were  surprised  when  a  few 
minutes  before  the  verdict  was 
due  to  be  read,  only  around  40 
family  members  and  followers 
turned  up.  Meshulam,  said  one  of 
his  followers.,  had  ordered  his 
.  spokesperson.  Ora-  Shifris  and 
others  to  Stay  home. 

Meshulam’s  wife,  Etisheva,  did 
not  seem  too  perturbed  after  she 
received  the  news  that  her  hus¬ 
band  had  just  been  convicted  on 
12  counts,  including  possessing  il¬ 
legal  weapons,  shooting  at  police 
officers,  and  endangering  lives, 
which  carries  a  maximum  20- 
year-prison  sentence. 

“He  won’t  spend  an  extra  day 
in  jail,  above  the  time  be  has 
already  been  in  detention,"  she 
said,  vowing  vengeance  on  police 
for  “giving  false  evidence”  and 
on  Strashnov  for  convicting  him. 

“You’ll  see,  we’U  make  sure 
they  [Judge  Strashnov  and  police] 
will  all  go  to  jail  for  20  years,"  she 
<  said. 

Meanwhile,  other  followers 
still  insisted  that  Ashkenazim 
were  responsible  for  the  disap¬ 
pearance  and  sale  of  Yemenite 
children. 

“I  had  10  kids,”  shouted  one 
man.  “Two  of  them  disappeared 
So  where  did  they  go?” 

Inside  the  courtroom  Meshu¬ 
lam  did  not  disappoint  the  crowd 
“Don’t  you  want  to  hear  the 
verdict?"  asked  Strashnov. 

“We  already  know  it,”  he  re¬ 
plied  “Let’s  get  on  and  play  this 
democratic  game  so  you  can  get 
appointed  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
If  we  stay  here,  we’U  only  sing. 
It’s  Rash  Hodesh  today." 
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41%  of  women  who  start  small 
businesses  are  new  immigrants 
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SOME  41  percent  of  the  women 
who  start  small  businesses  are 
new  immigrants  despite  the  fact 
that  only  11%  of  the  population 
are  immigrants,  Absorption  Min¬ 
ister  Yair  Tzaban  said  yesterday. 

He  was  speaking  at  a  Tel  Aviv 
conference  of  women  entrepre¬ 
neurs  who  immigrated  from  the 
former  Soviet  Union. 

Altogether,  more  than  10,500 
persons  have  approached  the 
Small  Business  Development 
Centers  to  start  businesses  in  the 
past  three  years,  Tsila  Godrov- 
Weizman  of  the  Joint  Distribu¬ 
tion  Committee  said  Hie  cotters 
were  initiated  by  the  JDC. 

She  pointed  out  that  onjy  45%. 


BATSHEVA  TSUR 

of  immigrant  women  from'  the 
CIS  had  found  work  and  that  less 
than  half  of  these  were  working  in 
their  professions,  so  private  en¬ 
trepreneurship  was  becoming  a 
more  viable  alternative. 

Quoting  research  from  abroad, 
which  found  that  entrepreneurs 
were  usually  ready  to  begin  a 
business  in  a  new  country  after  4- 
5  years,  Godrov  predicted  that 
the  present  trend  was  likely  to 
continue.  There  are  currently  15 
centers  nationwide,  she  said. 

Trahan  said  that  the  percent¬ 
age  of  women  immigrants  who 
ask  for  help  from  the  Small  Bus!-. 


KNESSET  BRIEFS 

First  reading  of  deportationbai 

The  onoositioD  is  planning  to  turn  out  in  force  today  for  the 
readSgoT Likud  MK  Zahi  Hanegbi’s  bill  that  would  allow  ihe 

families  oftenorists  to  be  deported  “The  law  is  auned  at 

clearly  showing  suicide  terrorists  that  then  planned  actions  will 
cause  misery  to  their  families  and  cause  them  to  be 
immediately  removed  from  their  lands,  ’  Hanegbt  said 

Bill  would  bar  MKs  from  being  ctirectors 

The  House  Committee  yesterday  approved  the  final  draft  of  a 
bill  by  MK  Ori  Orr  (Labor)  to  prevent  MKs  from  serving  as 
directore  on  the  boards  of  companies,  public  mstihmons,  or 
non-profit  organizations  without  special  permission  -to  be 
issued  only  if  there  were  no  conflict  of  interests  involved  me 
bill  is  to  have  its  second  and  third  readings  within  the  next 
fortnight 

Law  gives  adoptive  parents  equal  rights 

Under  a  law  which  passed  last  night,  parents  who  adopt  a  chfld 
under  the  age  of  10  wfll  be  eligible  for  the  same  allotments  as 
biological  parents.  “The  law  rectifies  a  serious  wrong  against 
adoptive  parents,”  said  MK  Anal  Maor  (Meretz),  who  initiated 
the  bid  Originally  the  bill  said  the  grant  would  be  given  to  the 
adopting  mother,  but  it  was  later  amended  to  apply  to  parents 
ofeithersex.  LiatCoOuts 


New  Jerusalem  neighborhood  expected  to  be  approved 

_ _  r  _ _  "  ru  i  HftTMAN  schools  -and  other  public  boil 


ness  Development  Centers  is  the 
cam*  as  that  of  the  male  olim.  He 
said  he  planned  to  make  the  min¬ 
istry’s  fitnriing  of  the  centers  con¬ 
ditional  on  the  appointment  of  at 
least  one  woman  to  the  director¬ 
ate  of  every  such  center  in  the 
country. 

Some  20%  of  the  women  en¬ 
trepreneurs  opened  dental  clin¬ 
ics,  Tzaban  noted,  while  19% 
were  involved  in  fashion,  and 
12%  in  cosmetics  and  beauty. 

The  rate  of  entrepreneurship  is 
three  times  higher  among  olim 
than  among,  veteran  Israelis,  Zvi 
Amit  of  the  Chambers  of  Com¬ 
merce  told  the  conference 
participants.. 

IDF  will  allow 
deferral  for  bagrut 

THE  IDF  will  allow  those  who 
have  not  completed  their  matric¬ 
ulation  to  defer  enlistment 

for  (me  year,"  Maj.-Gen.  Yoram 
Yair,  head  of  the  Manpower 
Braru&i  announced  yesterday. 

At  present,  Yair  said,  high- 
school  students  must  delay  retak¬ 
ing  matriculation  exams  until  af¬ 
ter  they  finish  military 
service,  (Itim) 

Winning  cards 
and  numbers 

IN  yesterday’s  Mifal  Hapayis  dai¬ 
ly  Chance  card  draw,  the  lucky 
cards  were  the  nlrife'  of  spades, 
king  of  hearts,  eight  of  diamonds, 
and  jack  of  chibs. 

In  last  night’s  weekly  Lotto 
drawing,  the  winning  numbers 
were  6, 7, 15..17, 42  and  49,  while 
the  additional  number  was  32. 


CONSTRUCTION  of  a  new 
Jewish .  neighborhood  at  Har 
Homa  in  southern  Jerusalem,  un¬ 
der  consideration  for  over  five 


THE  ENCYCLOPAEDIA  JUDAICA  DECENNIAL  BOOK  1983-1992 

A  kaleidoscope  at  Jewish  life  over  the  last  ten  years  with  all  its 
facets  and  wrthsn  the  context  of  the  rapidly 
it  Features  in  great  detail,  with  facts,  Figures  and  background, 
personalities;  timely  topics,  events  and  issue^^  essare 
Israeli  politics  and  economics;  Aliy  ah;  and  Middle  East j 
The  EJDecennial  Book  1983-1992  contains  more  than  60%  new 
material  that  was  never  published  in  the  Encyclopedia  Judaea 
Yearbooks,  making  it  an  invaluable  reference  addition  to  your 
library  whether  you  already  own  the  Encyclopedia  Judaica  or  not. 
A  must  chronical  of  the  ever-changing  and  dynamic  Jewish  world. 
Hardcover. 

Jp  Price  NIS  249.00 
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To;  Books,  The  Jerusalem  Post,  POB  81,  Jerusalem  91000 
Please  send  me  the  Encyclopedia  Judaica  Decennial  Book 
1983-1992. 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  NIS  249.00  ea.  payable  to 
The  Jerusalem  Post  or  credit  card  detals; 
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Thanks  to  the  work  of  Tiude  and 
Moshe  Dothan,  the  Philistines,  one 
of  the  most  maligned  peoples  of 
ancient  history,  are  shown  in  a 
completely  different  light.  This  first 
popular  account  presents  a  highly 
developed  civilization  advanced  in 
art  and  culture,  architecture  and 
commerce.  Handsomely  illustrated 
with  line  drawings,  photographs 
and  maps,  the  book  interweaves  a 
fascinating  history  of  the  Philistines 
with  first  person  experiences  of 
archeologists  at  work.  Hardcover, 
276  pp.  Macmillan. 

JP  Price:  NIS  123.00 


To:  Books,  The  Jerusalem  Post,  POB  81, 
Jerusalem  91000,  TeL  02-241282 

Please  send  me  People  of  the  Sea. 
Enclosed  is  my  check  for  HIS  123.00, 
including  postage  costs,  payable  to  The 
Jerusalem  Post  Credit  card  orders 
accepted  by  phone. 

Name _ 
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BILL  HUT1IAN 

years,  is  expected  to  be  approved 
today  by  the  city’s  planning 
committee. 

The  municipal  spokesman  ‘  an¬ 
nounced  that  Har-  Homa  would 
be  on  the  committee’s  agenda, 
and  that,  in  a  rare  move,  the 
meeting  would  be  open  to  the 
media  because  of  the  great  public, 
interest  in  the  plan. 

“This  will  be  the  biggest  plan 
ever  approved  by  the  commit¬ 
tee,”  said  deputy  mayor  Uri  Lu- 
poliansky, :  who  is  committee 
chairman. 

Some  64>00  housing  unite,  plus 


schools  and  other  public  build¬ 
ings,  parks;  and  commercial  and 
industrial  zones  ,  axe  to  be  built  at 
Har  Homa,  Lupoliansky  said. 

The  entire  project  is  slated  for 
land  annexed  to  Jerusalem  after 
the  Six  Day  War,  and  later  expro¬ 
priated  largely  from  Jewish 
landowners.  ■ 

Public  protests  and  petitions  to 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  by  both 
Arabs  and  Jews  against  the  plan 
slowed  up  its  implementation. .  - 

•Lupoliansky  said  die  strong  co¬ 
alition  majority  on  the  commitlee 
ensured  easy  passage  of  the  Har 
Homa  plan. 
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All  Tourist  Services  Available  To  SYRIA, 
LEBANON,  SAUDI  ARABIA  and  GULF  STATES 


FeHrftll.iBfonnaUoiKeallus; 

MAZADA  TOURS 


TRAVEL*  TOURISM  CTP, 

TEL  AVIV.  141  IBN  GVfftOl  ST.  »:  054444454  fMbOH461H*v -  -  -  I 
JERUSALEM;  4  KM&SOLOUON  ST.  «: 02-285777,  FAX:  D2-253*5A~  9 
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